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I.     GENESIS: THE BOOK OF BEGINNINGS 
 

The name Genesis is a Greek term that means “origin” or “in the 
beginning.” This title comes from the very first word in the Hebrew text, 
Bereshith. It is translated “in the beginning” in the English Bible.1  

 
Moses receives credit for the authorship of Genesis. The Jews referred to 

the first part of the Old Testament as the Law, which included Genesis, Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. The Books of the Law—also referred to 
as the Books of Moses—later became known as the Pentateuch, a name derived 
from the Greek word that means “five volumes.” Both Jews and Christians have 
always regarded these books as a unity written by Moses. Jesus Christ Himself 
directly accredited these writings to Moses in Luke 24:44 and John 5:46.  

 
Genesis was probably written during the latter half of the fifteenth 

century BC. This is determined on the assumption that Moses wrote the book 
after the Exodus that took place around 1445 BC. 
 
The Importance of Genesis 
 

Genesis is important for the light it sheds on beginnings. It has often been 
called the “seed plot of the Bible.” Many significant truths originate in Genesis 
and blossom forth in the rest of the Bible. The book is a positive record of things 
as they actually happened, for it is God’s accurate revelation of past events that 
are important for man to know.  

 
Many man-made theories about the universe, man, sin, the nations and 

such have been propagated; but Genesis gives God’s account of beginnings. 
Without the record of Genesis, we would be ignorant of much of God’s 
intentions for humanity, for Genesis is foundational truth. On this simple yet 
profound revelation of truth, we must firmly stand.  

 
We must begin our studies of beginnings where God began. Humanity 

falls short of truth if they turn first to human postulations and then to God’s 
record of beginnings. It is a shame for Christians to read and study human ideas 
without first taking up the Word and seeing what God would reveal through it. 
A look into the Book of Genesis shows the beginning of many things. 

 
• The created universe (1:1) 
• Man (1:27) 
• Marriage (2:22-24) 
• Sin (3:6, cf 2:16-17) 
• Prophecy (3:15) 
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• Human government (9:1-6) 
• Nations (chapter 11) 
• Languages (11:6-9) 
• Israel, God’s chosen nation (12:1-3) 

 
Thus we find the beginning of human institutions, social relationships and many 
things that pertain to humanity’s existence in the material universe.  

 
More specifically, Genesis introduces the Creator, the One who must be 

known for us to understand our own existence. The truth about humanity’s 
creation in the image of God and the fall into sin is presented. Then the record 
quickly focuses on the selection of a people through whom redemption would 
come for fallen mankind. While Genesis does provide the foundation for all 
history, it omits all the unnecessary details to give emphasis to the call of 
Abraham and the significant position of his seed among the nations.  

 
The selective content indicates that God intended to show through the 

record of Genesis how Abraham’s seed, Israel, was elected from among the 
nations and became God’s chosen people through whom His grace would be 
manifest to the human race. 

 
God Revealed 
 

The opening words of Genesis, “In the beginning God,” give us the 
foundational truth for our faith in and knowledge of God. God presented no 
argument to prove His own existence. He simply stated that He is through this 
simple introductory phrase. We must accept this revealed truth to find our way 
to God. Through the Genesis record and that which follows, God chose to reveal 
Himself to His creation.  

 
Any theology that questions this revelation of God to humanity is faulty. 

Any interpretation of this record that attempts to lessen the creative power of God 
and to reject the supernatural works of God in Creation is false. The first truth God 
chose to reveal to humanity is “In the beginning God created the heaven and the 
earth.” Acceptance of this truth is the foundation for our faith in God. 
 

Three distinct prophecies of Christ in Genesis merit attention: 
 

1.  The seed of woman (Genesis 3:15). This general prophecy simply states that 
the coming Savior of the world would come from the human family. 

 
2.  The seed of Abraham (Genesis 12:3). This prophecy identifies the family 

from which the Messiah would eventually come. 
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3.  The seed of Judah (Genesis 49:10). This third prophecy points out the 
tribe from which the Christ would come. The other books of the Old 
Testament gave other prophecies that added detail to detail about the 
coming Christ until there was absolutely no reason for not recognizing 
Him as Savior, the One promised from the day sin entered into the 
world. 

 
 

II.   THE DESIGN OF GENESIS 
 

Genesis uses the principle of selection. It gives those events necessary to 
introduce the plan of human redemption. The events are related in brief form, 
not in detail.  

 
The Book of Genesis contains fifty chapters and can be outlined into two 

main divisions. The book first describes the race as a whole in chapters 1-11 and 
then focuses on Abraham’s chosen family in chapters 12-50. 
 

Genesis 1-11 contains the early history of the human race. This division 
covers the extended period of history from Creation to the scattering of the 
people and beginning of nations at the Tower of Babel. It is a period of about two 
thousand years from Adam to Abraham. The four key events are: 
 

1. Creation 
2. The Fall of Man 
3. The Flood 
4. The Beginning of Nations 

 
The key names of this period are Adam and Noah.  
 
Genesis 12-15 contains the patriarchal history. This division is the special 

history of God’s people. These chapters focus on the family of Abraham and 
primarily tell the story of four men: 

 
1. Abraham (Genesis 12:1-25:10). Abraham’s life unfolds God’s 

redemptive plan in the formation of an elect nation. 
 
2. Isaac (Genesis 21-36). God’s promises concerning Abraham’s seed are 

seen being fulfilled in the events of Isaac’s life. 
 
3. Jacob (Genesis 25-35). Jacob’s life reveals God’s grace, His “unmerited 

favor.” By neither birth nor character did Jacob deserve God’s blessings 
that came to him. The important principle of God’s grace unfolds 
through the events concerning Jacob. 
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4. Joseph (Genesis 30:22-50:26). Joseph’s life shows God working out His 

will for His people. Through the difficult circumstances of Joseph’s life, 
God was working and controlling people and events to bring His 
purposes to fulfillment for His elect people. 

 
Redemption Traced 
 

Through it all, this history of the human races is traced to show forth the 
plan of redemption. Genesis shows the need of salvation by giving the record of the 
entrance of sin into the world. Genesis announces the coming of the Savior in the 
first prophecy of Christ (Genesis 3:15). This prophecy shows that the Savior is to be 
a man (“seed of the woman”). Genesis traces the line of the coming Savior through 
Seth, Noah, Shem (one of Noah’s three sons), Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and finally 
Judah (one of Jacob’s twelve sons—Genesis 49:10). 
 
Genesis at a Glance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

III.  CREATION STUDIES 
 
Objective 
 

1-2   Creation 

3-4   Fall 

5    

6-9   Flood 

10-11   Birth of Nations 
 

12-25   Abraham 

 

25-26   Isaac 

 

27-36   Jacob 

 

37-50   Joseph 

THE FAMILY 
OF 

ABRAHAM 
 

300 Years 

THE HUMAN RACE 
AS A WHOLE 

 
Over 2000 Years 
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The objective of this study is to discover exactly what God has said 
through His Word. One of humanity’s hindrances to understanding divine truth 
has been the exposure to human ideas prior to direct encounter with God’s 
Word. The result is that individuals tend to evaluate Bible content according to 
how it correlates with their preconceived ideas. A classic example of this is the 
subject of origins. Year after year, youths are exposed to human ideas about 
“Origins” in their formal education. Unknown to them, much of what they read 
or hear, while presented as fact, is merely theory. When they compare this 
information with the biblical account of Creation, they find the Bible account 
hard to accept.  

 
To add to the confusion, far too many Bible commentators have also been 

misled and, in turn, are misleading their readers. Instead of accepting the Bible as 
the foundation of truth, they have accepted man’s theories and have then 
attempted to reconcile the Bible with these man-made theories, thus doing great 
harm to Christian faith.  

 
Spirit-filled believers should never be embarrassed to stand firmly on the 

spoken Word of God. God has spoken the truth about Creation. If we would know 
this truth, we must begin our studies in the Bible, not elsewhere. To know the true 
account of “origins,” one must study the Genesis story. It should be accepted in its 
simplicity with no attempts to alter its meaning. God has clearly spoken! 
 
The Genesis Record 
 

In Genesis God revealed to humankind the necessary information 
concerning their creation, which they could never have discovered for themselves. 
The Creation chapters of Genesis give a marvelous and accurate record of the 
actual events of primeval history of the universe. They give data beyond that 
which science can determine. They also provide an intellectually satisfying 
framework within which to interpret the facts science can discover.  

 
Old arguments against the record of Genesis have lost their force. Scholars 

once maintained that neither Moses nor his predecessors could have written 
Genesis, for they could not have known how to write. Now the discoveries of 
archaeology have revealed that mankind was highly skilled in many areas at 
dates much earlier than imagined possible by evolutionists only a few years ago.2 
It is evolutionary preconception that has cast doubt on the historic value of the 
Genesis account, thus causing some individuals to reject its literal account of 
beginnings. As Bible believers, we should be able to accept without doubt the 
Creator’s personal narrative of the Creation. We should bow before God in 
obedience, recognizing that He has given us a clear account of our origins that 
He would have us know and believe. 
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God’s Acts of Creating 
 

The Creation account begins with the statement, “In the beginning God 
created the heaven and the earth.” This statement refers to the absolute 
beginning of things. As far as this world is concerned, it had no existence before 
God performed His creative work. The Creation account concludes with the 
statement, “He rested from all his work which God created and made.” (Read 
Genesis 1:1 and 2:3.)  

 
God evidently accomplished two types of work in the Creation week. In 

some cases God’s work was to create and in others it was to make.  
 
To create comes from the Hebrew word bara. God’s work of creating was 

that of calling into existence out of nothing that which had no previous existence 
in any form. In all the Bible God is the only subject that appears with the verb 
create. Only God can create in this sense. Hebrews 11:3 speaks of God’s creative 
work: “So that things which are seen were not made from things which do 
appear.” The evolutionary concept that “matter is eternal” is directly refuted by 
the biblical account of Creation. Three works of the Creation week are associated 
with “creating” (bara): 

 
1.  Creation of the basic elements of the physical cosmos: “The heaven 

and the earth” (Genesis 1:1). 
2. Creation of the animal world that has the created capacity of 

consciousness: Hebrew nephesh, the soul (Genesis 1:21). 
3.  Creation of the human realm in the “image of God.” This relates to the 

creating of a person’s spirit rather than his body (Genesis 1:27). 
 

To make comes from the Hebrew word asah. Along with His work of 
creation, God also made or formed things out of existing materials. This work of 
God was equally supernatural. 
 
The Six Days of Creation 
 

God’s creative acts were spaced out in an effective and logical manner 
during the six days of Creation. Each stage was preparatory for the following 
stage and all of them for the ultimate purpose of providing an appropriate home 
for mankind. Genesis 1 declares creation to be the work of God completed in six 
days. Exodus 20:11 supports this declaration. It states clearly, “In six days the 
LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is.” Note that the 
creation of Heaven and earth is clearly linked with the six days.  

 
H. C. Leupold, in his Exposition of Genesis, states that “verse one is the 

record of the first part of the work brought into being on the first day: first the 
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heavens and the earth in the basic form as to their material, then light. These two 
things constituted what God created on the first day.”3  

 
Scripture emphasizes the immediate effect of God’s creative word: “By the 

word of the Lord were the heavens made; and all the host of them by the breath of 
His mouth . . . For he spake, and it was done; he commanded, and it stood fast” 
(Psalm 33:6-9). To know this is to understand how the complex physical universe 
could come into existence without delay or the necessity of a step-by-step 
buildup. God’s work was instantaneous!  

 
The natural mind may find it hard to comprehend how the complex 

universe could be formed within the confines of six days, but Christians desiring 
to honor God’s Word should not approach it with preconceived ideas of what 
could or could not have happened.  

 
Genesis 1 outlines the Creation account. It quickly sketches what 

happened on each of the six days. Genesis 2 gives a part of the same account in 
detail. This detail concerns the creation of man. Attention focuses on mankind, 
for the Bible is the history of the redemption of humanity. The outline of the six 
days of Creation can be easily remembered by placing them in two 
corresponding columns: 

 
a. Heaven, earth, light   d. Sun, moon, stars 
b. Air and sea    e. Birds and fish 
c. Land and plants    f. Animals and humankind 

 
Now let’s look at the creative days. As mentioned above, Genesis 1 gives 

the account of God’s preparation for the dwelling place for the human race. 
 

First Day (Genesis 1:1-5) 
 

“In the beginning God created [Hebrew bara] the heaven and the earth 
[the universe]” (verse 1). According to Walter Lammerts, editor of Scientific 
Studies in Special Creation, “‘The heaven and the earth’ is a peculiar Hebrew 
idiom, known as an antonymic pair, standing for the universe, but more than 
that, for the well-ordered universe.”4 

“And the earth was without form [Hebrew tohu], and void [Hebrew bohu]” 
(verse 2). Together these terms express the unformedness, emptiness, and 
uninhabited condition of the earth prior to the specific creative acts of verses 3-27. 
After the opening statement about the universe, this verse focuses attention on the 
earth. Keep in mind that the earth was to be the habitation of mankind, God’s 
special creation for which He was making preparation. 
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“And darkness was upon the face of the deep.” God had not yet created 
light as described in verse 3. 
 

“And the spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.” God had not 
yet separated the waters to bring dry land as described in verse 9. 
 

“And God said, Let there be light: and there was light” (verse 3). This shows 
the manner in which God worked—by His Word. Creation came by God’s 
omnipotent Word, not by any natural processes or chance happenings. Note also in 
Psalm 33:6-9 and Hebrews 11:3 that creation occurred by the spoken Word of God. 
 

The creative works on the first day continue through verse 5. Nothing in the 
context would indicate the works of verse 1 were not included in the first day. 
Recall Exodus 20:11, which includes “heaven and earth” with the six days. 
 

Second Day (Genesis 1:6-8) 
 

On the second day God formed the firmament. Before this creative act 
there was no clear expanse between the waters on the surface of the earth and the 
water vapor in the air above. This expanse God called heaven. In simple terms, 
this is referred to as the air and sea. The atmosphere with its water vapor as well 
as the water on the earth is part of God’s creation. 
 

Third Day (Genesis 1:9-13) 
 

On the third day God ordered things into place. He brought the waters 
together to form seas and made dry land to appear to form continents. The 
second half of the third day’s creation was the bringing forth of all forms of 
vegetation. God was making careful preparations in an orderly fashion. 
 

Fourth Day (Genesis 1:14-19) 
 

On this day God made the “light-bearers” to serve a definite purpose in 
reference to the earth: “The greater light [sun] to rule the day, and the lesser light 
[moon] to rule the night: he made the stars also.” Day by day God added 
perfections to make the earth a fit habitation for humanity. 

Verses 14-18 do allow for the possibility that the heavenly bodies were 
created on the first day and then made to be the “light-bearers” on the fourth 
day. From this day onward the sun and moon were ordained to give light to the 
earth. How light functioned prior to this day, the Bible does not tell us, and no 
one can go back to observe and present the facts. Verse 16 is a direct 
contradiction of Eastern religions in which the heavenly bodies are worshiped 
as gods. This Scripture clearly teaches they are God’s creation. 
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Fifth Day (Genesis 1:20-23) 
 

On the fifth day God created the fish and fowl to fill the sea and air 
created on the second day. Each kind was adapted to the elements prepared for it 
to inhabit. These creatures were to multiply and fill the earth, and God by His 
creative Word gave them the inherent power to reproduce. In the original text, 
verse 20 introduces the word soul (nephesh). A more literal rendering of this verse 
is: “And God said, Let the waters swarm with swarms of living souls.” This 
“soul” is “that which breathes” in any being. Verse 21 speaks of these creatures’ 
(“souls”) as being created (bara) by God rather than made or fashioned of 
existing materials. 
 

Sixth Day (Genesis 1:24-31) 
 

On this final day of His creative work, God first made the animals on 
land: “cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth.” Then He created (bara) 
humankind in “his own image,” male and female, and gave them dominion over 
the whole earth (verses 27-28). The details of Adam’s creation are given in 
chapter 2. Mankind is similar to animals in physical being. It is known that the 
same essential chemical elements are found in humanity and animal life that are 
in the soil. Mankind’s creation differs from that of the animals in that he is made 
in the “likeness and image of God.” 
 

Seventh Day (Genesis 2:1-3) 
 

The seventh day was a significant part of the Creation week. It marked the 
successful completion of God’s creative work: “God ended his work.” The rest for 
God (2:2) was not a rest from being tired from His work. It was a complacent 
resting that followed a finished task. (“He rested . . . from all his work.”) God was 
declaring His Creation as completed: “Thus the heavens and the earth were 
finished, and all the host of them” (Genesis 2:1). 

 
The Creation account concluded with an act of divine blessing: “And God 

blessed the seventh day” (Genesis 2:3). This day was hallowed as a memorial to the 
finished Creation. No commandment was given to mankind at this point 
concerning the Sabbath. Exodus 20:8-11 gives instruction to Israel for their day of 
rest unto the Lord. Christians observe the first day of the week as a memorial to the 
resurrection of Christ and His completion of the work of redemption. 

 
Accuracy of the Genesis Account 

 
To believe the Bible is to accept the account of Genesis in its entirety as 

literal and historical. Dozens of other Bible passages refer to the Creation 
account, and in so doing they acknowledge it as a sober fact. It is not a myth or 
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an idea about origins devised by humankind that needs to be altered to agree 
with up-to-date information. It is accurate, up-to-date history that gives mankind 
the unalterable truth about Creation. To believe the Genesis account is not a less 
intellectual position. It is not a matter of the facts of science versus the faith of the 
Christian. John Whitcomb states this well in his book The Early Earth: 

 
The fundamental issue, in the matter of ultimate origins, is whether 
we will put our trust in the written Word of the personal and living 
God who was there when it all happened, or else put our trust in 
the ability of the human intellect, unaided by divine revelation, to 
extrapolate presently observed processes of nature into the eternal 
past (and future).5 

 
Whitcomb acknowledges that while he was taking courses in geology and 

paleontology at Princeton University in 1942-43, he was an evolutionist, but he 
now finds “the Biblical concept of origins to be by far the most satisfying in every 
respect.”6 
 

The Bible student who accepts the clear testimony of the Genesis account 
of original Creation can be confident that the true facts of science, though often 
misinterpreted by evolutionists, will ultimately be found to harmonize with 
God’s spoken Word. With boldness and confidence Bible believers can take their 
stand on the Word of God. No facts of science can contradict the simple narrative 
of the Creation story. 
 
Other Scriptural References to Creation 
 

In addition to the account of Genesis we have numerous other references 
to the supernatural acts of God in Creation. Any doubts fostered by the teachings 
of evolution can be eliminated as we read and believe the Word of God. For 
instance, during the formative days of the nation of Israel, the people were 
taught about the creative works of God: “For in six days the LORD made heaven 
and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day” (Exodus 
20:11). Likewise, God spoke to Job concerning His works of creation: “Where 
wast thou when I laid the foundation of the earth? Declare, if thou hast 
understanding” (Job 38:4). (Also see Job 12:9 and 26:7.) Similarly, the psalmist 
acknowledged the God of Creation. He stated in Psalm 33:6, “By the word of the 
LORD were the heavens made, and all the host of them by the breath of this 
mouth.” (Also see Psalms 24:1-2; 95:5; 102:25; 104:5.)  

 
The Jews who returned from captivity were instructed to worship the God 

who created all things: 
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“Thou, even thou, art LORD alone; thou hast made heaven, the 
heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth, and all things that 
are therein, the seas, and all that is therein, and thou preservest 
them all; and the host of heaven worshippeth thee” (Nehemiah 9:6). 

 
The prophets spoke about the Creator: 

 
“Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting 
God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, 
neither is weary? there is no searching of his understanding” 
(Isaiah 40:28). (Also see Isaiah 48:13.) 

 
The Spirit-filled believers after the Day of Pentecost testified about God as 

Creator: 
 

“And when they heard that, they lifted up their voice to God with 
one accord, and said, Lord, thou art God, which hast made heaven, 
and earth, and the sea, and all that in them is” (Acts 4:24). (Also see 
Acts 7:49-50; 14:15.) 

 
The New Testament writers supported the Genesis record of super-

natural creation: 
 

“For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are 
in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or 
dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by 
him, and for him” (Colossians 1:16). (Also see Ephesians 3:9; 
Romans 11:36.) 

 
Our basic assumption about Creation comes from God’s proven Word. 

We accept this by faith: 
 

“Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the 
word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things 
which do appear” (Hebrews 11:3). 

 
Concerning the first chapter of Genesis, Professor Dana has said, “I find it 

to be in perfect accord with known science.” To a Yale graduating class he 
commented: 
 

Young men! As you go out into the world to face scientific problems, 
remember that I, an old man who has known only science all my life 
long, say to you, that there is nothing truer in all the Universe than 
the scientific statements contained in the Word of God. 
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All men will one day bow in acknowledgment of the God of creation. Mankind’s 
theories must ultimately surrender to God the Creator. (Read Revelation 14:7.) 
 
Basic Principles in Understanding Creation 
 

A few basic principles will help one receive a clearer understanding of 
Genesis: 
 

1.  Time was not a necessity in God’s work of Creation. He could have 
created all things at once if He so desired. According to His Word, 
He chose to bring things into existence in a progressive, six-day 
creative work. 

 
2.  Each stage of Creation was a preparation for the next. God directly 

fitted each stage for a purpose. We see this orderliness as we behold 
creation. 

 
3.  All the days of Creation were ultimately for the purpose of preparing a 

suitable home for mankind, God’s highest creation. 
 
4.  The Creation week was continuous with no gaps. 
 
5. Each system or organism was created specifically the way God 

designed it to be. No evolutionary meandering was involved. 
 
6.  Creation was mature from its birth. It did not have to grow or 

develop from simple beginnings. God formed it full grown in every 
respect, including all things from the first day of Creation through 
the last. Adam and Eve were mature humans when they were first 
formed, distinct and separate from any of the previously created 
animals. 

 
7. Thus, God’s mature creation (the universe and all therein) had an 

appearance of age right from the start. Unless we can accept this, we 
are not accepting the concept of true Creation that was a supernatural 
work. Note Genesis 2:1, “Thus the heavens and the earth were 
finished, and all host of them.” 

 
8.  The Bible record clearly teaches special creation. The Bible simply does 

not permit evolution in its statements about origins. 
 
9.  Any interpretation of the Creation account that purposes to harmonize 

the Bible with the theories of evolution is dangerous, for it will 
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compromise the truth. The only safe approach is to study the Bible and 
accept only those ideas from true science that line up with God’s 
Word. The Bible student is under no obligation to make the Bible 
correspond with evolutionary thought. The Christian stands on the 
basic assumption that God created, while the evolutionist assumes that 
God was not involved in Creation. 

 
Theories about Time and Creation 
 

Three theories regarding time and Creation are of particular interest. 
These merit consideration since Bible students discuss them.  
 

1.  Solar Day Interpretation 
 

The Solar Day Interpretation teaches that God created the universe and all 
therein in six consecutive days of twenty-four hours each. A literal interpretation 
of Genesis 1 indicates that the writer believed this.  

 
While the literal day may not seem reasonable in light of the laws that now 

govern the processes of the universe, we must remember that God works beyond 
the bounds of that which He has created. He is not confined to the natural 
processes that He has created. Those who would reject the possibility of the literal 
six days of creation could likewise discount the supernatural aspects of the Flood, 
for such an event could not have transpired within the bounds of the universal 
laws of nature that God Himself established. The Solar Day view accepts the Bible 
account as the first and last word on how God operated in creation.  

 
One argument against the Solar Day Interpretation is that the Hebrew 

word yom, which is translated “day,” does not have to mean a literal day, but 
could be interpreted as “a very long time.” It is true that yom can be used to 
express time in a general sense. In the King James translation of the English 
Bible, yom is translated as “time” sixty-five times. In comparison, it is translated 
as “day” almost twelve hundred times. There is no way to prove yom requires 
the meaning of a long period of time. A discussion on the meaning of yom in 
Scientific Creation points out that the use of yom in Genesis 1 more readily 
translates as “day” when compared with similar uses in the Old Testament. The 
summary of this detailed discussion states: 
 

The writer of Genesis 1 clearly intended to describe a creation 
accomplished in six literal days. He could not possibly have 
expressed such a meaning any more clearly and emphatically than 
in the words and sentences which are actually used.7 
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The words evening and morning that are used in the Genesis account occur 
more than a hundred times in the Hebrew. Never are they used to mean 
anything but a literal evening and morning, signifying the ending and beginning 
of a literal day.8 The concluding statement of God’s first work of creation, “And 
the evening and the morning were the first day,” would seem to indicate the 
confines of a solar day. Significantly, this emphatic statement concludes the 
account of each succeeding day. 
 

2.  Long Day Theory 
 

The Long Day Theory holds that a day in the Genesis account means a 
geological period of possibly thousands of years or more. Other names 
associated with this interpretation are the Concordist or the Harmonist View. 
The Progressive Creation Theory (to be discussed later) is often associated with 
this time classification.  

 
A main purpose of this theory seems to be an attempt to make the Bible 

record agree with scientific information. The weakness in this view is that certain 
interpretations have been made to harmonize the Bible with mere theories 
(though often labeled as facts). An example of this is the attempt to harmonize 
the Genesis record with the geological timetable that has actually developed out 
of evolutionary reasoning. Dr. Henry Morris, an advocate of the literal 
interpretation of Genesis 1, gives this word of caution in his Studies in the Bible 
and Science: 
 

All theories of attempted harmonization of the Biblical account 
with orthodox geology require such juggling of the plain sense of 
the account so as in effect to amount to its rejection, with the 
implications that the Holy Spirit was unable to say what He meant 
to say, and that therefore His record must now be corrected 
according to our better understanding of Creation as discovered 
through the study of geology.9 

 
In The Early Earth, Dr. Whitcomb points out this defect in the Concordist 

Theory: 
 
They assume without question the validity of the timetable of 
uniformitarian geology. This scheme of earth history was devised 
in the early nineteenth century by men who rejected the Biblical 
testimony to a universal Flood, and who sought to explain the 
earth’s features in terms of the gradual geological processes that are 
observed today.10 
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The tendency of this view is to adapt the Bible to human ideas about the 
history of the earth. We must be cautious of any thought that would destroy 
God’s right to work miracles. 
 

3. Gap Theory 
 

The Gap Theory declares that many ages elapsed between the first act of 
Creation described in Genesis 1:1 and the “others” beginning with verse 2. The 
geological ages are placed in the supposed gap between Genesis 1:1 and 1:2.  

 
In its usual form, the Gap Theory assumes that God created the original 

earth perfect in every respect. Genesis 1:2 is said to describe a chaotic condition 
of the earth. It is believed that some terrible cataclysm (often associated with 
Satan’s downfall) destroyed the earth and left it ruined and desolate, in contrast 
to its original perfection.  

 
The geological ages are placed in the interval after the first creation and 

before the ruined condition of the earth described in verse 2. After an 
indeterminable period of time, God proceeded to “recreate” the earth in the six 
days of Creation.  

 
Advocates of this theory believe that God created all things in this present 

world by special creation in His work of the six days. However, they do not hold 
to a recent creation of the earth itself.  

 
Many who hold this theory have found it convenient to place the fossils of 

extinct forms of life in this gap. A common view in answer to the geologists is 
this: “The geologists can have all the time they want; the Bible allows for vast 
expanses of time prior to Genesis 1:2.” 

The Bible student should carefully consider the implications of this theory. 
While it seems to be an easy solution to the problem of the geological ages, it 
does not settle the problems involved. The evolutionary concept associated with 
the geological timetable is merely inserted in the gap before Genesis 1:2. This 
keeps the evolutionary system intact and poses the question: Did God operate by 
the evolutionary process at one time and then terminate it and begin special 
creation? Another problem that arises is this: This theory has been proposed 
mainly as a means for reconciling the Bible with geology, but the geologists 
themselves accept no such gap. The whole system of geology is based upon 
uniformitarianism (natural processes rather than catastrophism).  

 
The consideration comes down to this: The geological strata of the earth 

can be explained either in terms of uniformitarianism (natural processes 
operating over long periods of time) or global catastrophism. The Bible does not 
directly describe a gap associated with Genesis 1:1 and 1:2. The Gap Theory has 
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been developed chiefly from what the record does not say. However, the Bible 
does give considerable, definite detail about a great catastrophe: The Flood of 
Noah’s day. The Flood does provide ample explanation for the fossils and 
eliminates any real need for extensive geological ages. Hundreds of Bible-
believing scientists now recognize the geological impact of the Flood. It would 
seem more reasonable to accept the well-defined Noachian Flood as the key to 
geology rather than trying to harmonize the Bible with mere theory.  

 
It would be well to note the historical background of the Gap Theory. 

Evangelical Christians have widely accepted this theory, especially since the 
early nineteenth century when Dr. Thomas Chalmers popularized it, 
presumably with the intent to harmonize the Genesis account of Creation with 
the vast periods of earth history demanded by the orthodox geologists. In 1876 
it was elaborated by George H. Pember in Earth’s Earliest Ages and then 
extensively popularized in the footnotes of the Scofield Reference Bible beginning 
in 1917. In 1970 Arthur C. Custance, a Canadian scientist, presented a careful 
defense of the Gap Theory entitled Without Form and Void.  

 
One factor the Bible student needs to recognize is that the very formation 

of this theory was an attempt to reconcile the Bible with scientific theory, the 
theory of geological timetable. Nevertheless, the very existence of the geological 
ages is based on evolution.  

 
This writer recognizes that a very careful presentation of the Gap Theory 

relates this view to the history of Satan. While the Genesis account does not lend 
itself well to this theory, several suggested proof texts for the theory have been 
pointed out in other parts of the Bible. To treat this view of the subject, the 
related verses are mentioned. Verses used to show that God did not create the 
earth a chaotic mass are Isaiah 45:18; 24:1 and Jeremiah 4:23-26. Verses used to 
relate this chaotic condition to Satan are Isaiah 14:12-17 and Ezekiel 28:11-19. 
 

In his Gleanings in Genesis, Arthur Pink makes this comment relating to the 
Gap Theory: 
 

The unknown interval between the first two verses of Genesis 1 is 
wide enough to embrace all the prehistoric ages which may have 
elapsed; but all that took place from Genesis 1:3 onward transpired 
less than six thousand years ago.11 

 
His comment shows the apparent attempt of this theory to accommodate 

the Bible to the geological ages. Adherence to this view is certainly not a 
necessity to believe in the Genesis record. It would seem rather a compromise of 
truth, especially recognizing the historical background of its development. 
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The Ages of the Heavens and Earth 
 

Are the Heavens and Earth Ages Old? 
 

Evolutionary ideas have affected both scientific and theological writings 
and as a result have created confusion even for Bible believers. Confused 
Christians try to find ways to make the Bible agree with so-called science. They 
do not realize that the Bible is not in conflict with the facts of science. Their 
problem lies in trying to make the Bible agree with mere theories devised by 
humans, many of whom have no room for God in their thinking.  

 
One area of thought that has been tragically influenced by anti-

supernatural thinking is that which relates to the age of the heavens and the 
earth. Evolutionary thought has injected the idea that extensive periods of time 
are necessary to account for the existence of things as they now are. Many 
Christians do not realize that the evolutionist has made “time” his god to replace 
the need for the supernatural, instantaneous creative works of God.  

 
The person who believes in the supernatural can likewise believe that 

extensive time periods are not a prerequisite to our present structure of the 
heavens and the earth.  

 
Those who adhere to a long day theory or an age-old universe often use II 

Peter 3:8 to support their view: “One day is with the Lord as a thousand years, 
and a thousand years as one day.” Rather than indicating the necessity of 
extended time with God, this verse shows that God is above the limitations of 
time. He can accomplish in one literal day (“one day is with the Lord as a 
thousand years”) what nature could not accomplish in a vast period of time. If 
“one day” in this Scripture should mean a long period of time, then the second 
part would mean: “a thousand years is as a long period of time.”  

 
When stating the truth of II Peter 3:8, Peter was dealing with the conflict 

between uniformitarianism (naturalistic processes) and creationism (supernatural 
works). He was stressing the fact that despite humanity’s naturalistic scoffing 
(verses 3-7), God does not require eons of time to accomplish His purpose. 
 

The “Young Earth” Concept 
 

Belief in a “young earth” is both reasonable and intellectual if we believe 
in God. If we allow Creation to rest in God and not within nature itself, we can 
accept the simple narrative of Genesis 1, which declares that God created in the 
short span of six days. If creativity rests with God, then we can simply believe in 
His creative acts and find no need to stretch the creative works over vast 
expanses of time.  
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In thinking about creation, we must not limit God to the scope of natural 

processes. If men do reject special creation, their only alternative is to reason 
within the bounds of natural processes that do require extensive time periods.  

 
The Bible believer does not need to feel embarrassed or bashful about 

his simple faith in the spoken Word of God concerning creation. Hundreds of 
well-educated men, scientists as well as theologians, believe that God created 
in a short span of time. We can note some brief comments: 

 
Christians need to realize that the geological ages are to all intents 
and purposes synonymous with evolution! When they accept the 
geological ages they are implicitly (though many do not realize it, 
and would even deny it) accepting the evolutionary system. The 
geological ages obviously provide the necessary framework for 
evolution. Conversely, the only real assurance men have of the 
geological ages is the assumption of evolution.12 
 
In creation God calls matter into existence, and endows it with 
fixed properties and laws. This act of creation is instantaneous. 
Natural processes are only possible after matter, with its laws 
and properties, is brought into being.13 

 
Some scholars denounce the view of a “young earth” because they feel it 

does not line up satisfactorily with empirical evidence. Lloyd Multhauf of the 
Department of Physics, Pennsylvania State University, answers this assertion: 

If the Bible tells us a non-uniformity in our fundamental laws and/or 
that it does not allow for millions or billions of years the ages of the 
earth, then God is not fooling man, rather man is going on a vain 
search in spite of what God has said. . . . Bible revelation as well as 
science is a means of gaining knowledge for the Christian.14 

 
The Creation week involved supernatural processes that occurred within 

very short time periods. God’s creative acts can be compared to His miracles of 
the New Testament such as the turning of water into wine without the natural 
processes of time and the instantaneous multiplying of the loaves and fishes. The 
supernatural suddenness of Creation gave all of creation a superficial appearance 
of age. God created things mature and commanded the living things to produce 
after their kind. Scripture clearly teaches that God began the cycle of life with 
adult organisms.  

 
These miracles of Creation reveal the glory and power of God. God 

intended for humanity to know about His creative works, for the written Word 
of God clearly revealed them. God could have completed all His creative works 
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on the first day, but He chose to do it in six days. There should be no reason for 
mere mortals to question or argue with this plan of God. 
 

The Geological Timetable 
 

If we transfer Creation to process of nature, then the six days of Genesis 1 
must give way to the geological timetable that makes time the “substitute god,” 
thus explaining the complexity of nature outside of the supernatural acts of God. 
Countless millions of years become necessary to blanket the miraculous and 
make it seem natural.  

 
Bible students should acquaint themselves with realities concerning the 

geological timetable. While many Bible scholars have attempted to parallel the 
days of Creation with the periods of historical geology, God never intended this. 
First, the geological ages are designed to correspond with evolution. The 
assumption of evolution has been the basis for establishing and identifying the 
geological ages. Second, a comparison with the Genesis record shows a 
profound difference between the Creation account and the geological 
timetable. A few examples can be noted: 
 

Genesis puts the creation of all basic types of land plants (including 
fruit trees) in the third day, two days before the creation of marine 
creatures, whereas evolutionary geologists insist that marine 
creatures came into existence hundreds of millions of years before 
fruit trees. Secondly, Genesis tells us that God made the sun, moon, 
and stars (made being clearly synonymous with created in this 
chapter) on the fourth day, after the creation of plants, whereas 
evolutionists assume that the sun existed before the earth itself was 
formed. Thirdly, Genesis states that the birds were created on the 
first day with the fishes but the geologic timetable has birds 
following reptiles (which were not created until the sixth day). And 
finally, Genesis puts the creation of insects (“creeping things”) in 
the sixth day, three days after flowering plants were created; but 
this would be impossible if the days were ages, for pollination 
requires insects.15 

 
Spiritual Understanding of Creation 

 
The natural mind may find it hard to accept the simple narrative of 

Genesis, especially if it has been exposed to human philosophies and formed 
opinions before coming to the Bible.  

 
First Corinthians 2:14 gives an important truth. Many of the great 

doctrines and events set forth in Scriptures are foolish to the natural mind, 
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because they are spiritually discerned. Supernatural creation is one of those 
doctrines. But Bible believers with a new birth experience should find no 
difficulty in accepting the supernatural aspects of creation, for it was certainly a 
supernatural work of God, which made them new creatures in Christ Jesus. 

 
Observations from Research 

 
In reading the views on Creation from numerous writers, I have observed 

that writers of the nineteenth and early twentieth century seemed to feel 
obligated to reconcile Scripture with the geological timetable. It is no doubt this 
situation that brought about the various interpretations that attempt to 
harmonize Scripture with scientific speculation (mere theories that are often 
presented at fact).  

 
In more recent decades “learned” men have come forward to declare faith 

in the statements of the Bible. No longer are they allowing science with its 
theories (such as the geological timetable) to rule their thinking as they interpret 
the Bible. They are standing firm on a literal interpretation of God’s Word, and it 
is proving its timeless accuracy. 

 
Where the Bible Student Can Take His Stand 

 
God created by His spoken Word! No excuses need to be made regarding 

God’s declarations about Creation. No efforts need to be made to reconcile the 
Bible with scientific speculation or theory. If any interpretation of the Bible 
suggests a universe of age-old existence, it must be on the basis of factors other 
than making allowances for the ideas of mere scientific theory.  

 
In exploring interpretations about Creation that suggest long age 

concepts, I find a tendency for the ideas to relate ultimately to some of the 
concepts of evolution. Thus, I take my stand with the simple narrative of Genesis 
1; I believe in a direct, instantaneous creative work of God that relates directly to 
the concept of a “young earth.” While there may be some unanswered questions, 
God would have us take His Word as our guide. When the facts are in, science 
will be found in harmony with God’s established Word. 
 

Importance of Accepting the Genesis Account 
 

As believers in the straightforward, simple message of the Bible, we must 
be careful of views that attempt to make the Bible seem agreeable with the 
philosophies of men who have rejected the God of the Bible. If men can reject the 
revelation about the God of Creation, they find it easy to reject the message about 
the God of Redemption. If they do not personally accept God’s creative acts, they 
likewise feel no personal responsibility to accept His redemptive acts. To 
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discount the literal belief in the Creation account could easily result in a rejection 
of the command to “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost” (Acts 2:38). We must accept and believe the Word as it has been given, 
making no attempt to alter it according to human philosophies. 
 
Inadequate Concepts about Creation 
 

Theistic Evolution 
 

The Theistic Evolution Theory holds that God operated by evolution. The 
creative day is interpreted as a long period of time. Various forms of theistic 
evolution have been suggested. The idea least objectionable to the Christian is 
the thought that God used evolution to accomplish His purpose in Creation. This 
theory could be referred to as “biblical evolution,” for the advocates claim to 
believe in the Bible. 
 

In brief, this view holds that God has directed the process of evolution 
since the beginning of time from which the present forms of existence have 
developed. It differs from atheistic evolution only in the matter of planning and 
source of energy. The atheist would deny the idea of God as planner and source 
of energy.  

 
The error of this view quickly becomes apparent: the Scriptures clearly 

teach that God created all things as He wanted them to be in mature form with 
each creation having its own particular structure. The Bible allows for no idea of 
gradual development from one form of life to another. This distinctiveness is true 
also in the inorganic realm (I Corinthians 15:40-41). The earth, the stars, the sun, 
and the moon each have a distinctiveness; each was created with its own 
structure and purpose. The Bible makes absolutely no allowance for evolution in 
its statements about Creation! Thus, the Bible leaves no room for the idea of 
theistic evolution.  

 
Bible students need to be cautious in their reading and study lest they 

become tainted with this false concept. Many evangelical writers have advocated 
the Theistic Evolution Theory or Progressive Creationism (to be discussed next). 
In addition to the clear teaching of Scripture against evolution, evolution in itself 
is inconsistent with God’s omnipotence and purpose. As the Almighty, He had 
no need to stretch the creation of the universe over eons of time. His purpose 
being to create man in His own image, surely He would not have waited until 
the very end of geological time to create man. 
 

Progressive Creationism 
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Progressive Creationism teaches that evolution took place over the vast 
span of geological time, yet God did intervene when necessary to create 
something new that the evolutionary process could not accomplish. This theory 
encompasses the long day concept. Variants of this theory have been suggested, 
but all of them are related to the fundamental ideas of theistic evolution.  

 
While most Christians reject the “molecule to man” idea of evolution, 

many do accept the validity of the geological timetable and have attempted to 
harmonize Genesis 1 with this system of earth history. Progressive Creationism 
is one of these attempted harmonizations. This system of reasoning is also 
known as the Day-age Theory of Concordism. This view often tries to make the 
days of creation correspond with the various ages of the geological timetable. 
 

One such attempt of making the creative day a long period of 
time is that of the Jehovah’s Witnesses, although this view does 
fall short of the longer periods suggested by historical geology. 
Their approach is that God is still in His day of rest. They regard 
the seventh day as 7000 years in length (including the coming 
Millennium). This apparently comes from the calculation that the 
seventh day has lasted already nearly 6000 years. Each of the 
other days is also 7000 years long, making God’s work week 
42,000 years long.16 
The problems that relate to Theistic Evolution Theory likewise apply to 

Progressive Creationism. To some it seems less objectionable to believe in 
Progressive Creationism because God is given credit for bridging the gaps in 
the evolutionary process. But progressive evolution is no more biblical than 
theistic evolution.  

 
A well-known advocate of Progressive Creationism is Dr. Bernard 

Ramm in his work The Christian View of Science and the Scripture. Writers for 
Evolution and Christian Thought Today, American Scientific Affiliation 
Symposium, promote ideas of either Theistic Evolution or Progressive 
Creationism. Mention is made of these because of their common appearance on 
Christian bookshelves. Their titles would suggest trustworthiness, but their 
contents are detrimental to Christian faith. 
 

Framework Hypothesis 
 

Recognition of the difficulties encountered in placing the geological ages 
before the six days of Creation (the Gap Theory) or during the six days (Day-age 
Theory) has led to another view. Those firmly committed to the geological ages 
(and likewise to evolution) have been forced to give up belief in Genesis as an 
actual history. Liberal theologians have done this long ago, but the alarm is that 
conservatives are doing so today.  
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The Framework Hypothesis regards the first eleven chapters of Genesis as 

merely a literary framework, not a valid scientific or historical account. 
Advocates acknowledge the fact of Creation but disregard Genesis 1 as the 
method by which God created.  

 
This theory destroys the very foundation of Bible truth. Not only is the 

Creation story destroyed, but also the very origin of sin through humankind’s 
fall, as well as the reality of the Flood, is eliminated. This view must be rejected 
and opposed by true Bible believers.  

 
Writers of Scripture throughout the Old and New Testaments supported 

the record of Genesis 1-11 as true history. We dare not do less than believe its 
record as being fully accurate and timeless. 
 

Dangers of False Theories 
 

Each of the theories discussed relates in some manner to the concepts of 
evolution. This should immediately make the Christian reject these theories. 
There is no justifiable reason for adapting the Bible to evolutionary thought. 
Evolution has developed from the basic assumption that God was not 
responsible for creation. Christians must base all their reasoning on the scriptural 
basis that God was responsible.  

 
In essence, the Framework Hypothesis, Theistic Evolution, and 

Progressive Creationism reject the true meaning of God’s supernatural works. 
The comments of the committed evolutionist, Julian Huxley, should make us 
want to reject any idea linked with evolutionary thought: 
 

In the evolutionary pattern of thought there is no longer either 
need or room for the supernatural. The earth was not created: it 
evolved. So did all the animals and plants that inhabit it, including 
our human selves, mind and soul as well as brain and body. So did 
Religion.17 

 
Huxley further pointed out that supernaturalism logically does not belong in the 
philosophical framework known as evolution. 
 
Creation According to the Bible 
 

After consideration of many different ideas related to Creation, 
reemphasis of our biblical position is in order. Our basis of faith is in God and 
His Word: He is the Creator. His work was supernatural. No factors of time or 
process need to be imposed on Him. He functioned beyond the realm of nature’s 
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laws (for He created these laws). Creation came by “the word of the LORD” and 
“by the breath of his mouth” (Psalm 33:6). The basic issue in comprehending 
Creation is to believe wholeheartedly in God the Almighty.  

 
Creation is linked with all of earth’s history. The Creation, the curse due to 

humanity’s fall into sin, and the Flood give us the correct key to understanding 
and interpreting all of earth’s history. Creation brought a perfect world into 
existence. The curse due to humanity’s fall into sin (Genesis 3:17) imposed a 
universal principle of death and decay on God’s creation. (This principle of 
“decay” was discovered and formally recognized little more than a century ago 
by science.) The Flood brought judgment on the earth and its inhabitants. This 
cataclysm left its permanent marks on the earth.  

 
To the believer these key events stand as reminders of the coming 

judgment by fire upon the earth (II Peter 3:7) and the Lord’s coming for the 
righteous (II Peter 3:4, 13) to establish the “new heavens and a new earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteousness” (II Peter 3:13). 
 
 
 
The Creation of Man 
 

After consideration of Creation in general, the Scriptures focus attention on 
humanity. The broad categories of Creation are briefly outlined and then Adam’s 
creation is told with considerably more detail. The initial account of Adam’s 
creation is given in Genesis 1:26-30. Further detail about his creation and God’s 
purposes for him is recorded in Genesis 2:7-25. 
 

The Bible teaches that all humanity descended from the man whom God 
formed miraculously from the dust of the ground (Genesis 2:7) and the woman 
whom He made from the rib of that man (Genesis 2:22).  

 
Adam was created with a soul. God Himself “breathed into his [man’s] 

nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.” (Genesis 2:7). Soul 
implies self-conscious life.  

 
Adam was created with spirit. Genesis 1:27 declares that “God created 

man in his own image.” The spirit-nature is indicated by this. First Thessalonians 
5:23 speaks of the body, soul, and spirit of humanity.  

 
God made a great gulf between animal life and human life. Animals have 

body and soul (self-conscious life), but they have no trace of the God-conscious 
nature. Man is the highest of all God’s creation.  
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Man was created with intellect and will. Even before creating man’s 
helpmeet, God placed Adam in the garden to dress and keep it (Genesis 2:15). 
Also, He commanded Adam to name all the animals (Genesis 2:19-20). 
Humanity’s endowment of will is noted in the choice that was placed before him 
(Genesis 2:16-17). He could choose to obey or disobey God. With that freedom of 
choice, Adam was also informed of the results if he willed to disobey. “In the day 
that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die” (Genesis 2:17). This statement also 
gives indication of the original immortal nature of man. Death came with 
disobedience. 

 
Creation “in the Image of God” 

 
Being in the “image of God,” mankind possessed the qualities for a 

personal relationship with the Creator. This term suggests the spiritual and 
intellectual qualities of humankind, formed after the nature and perfection of 
God. The New Testament sheds light on this “image of God.” Colossians 3:10 
states, “And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the 
image of him that created him,” while Ephesians 4:24 states, “And that ye put on 
the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.” 
Note that knowledge, righteousness, and true holiness are linked with this 
“image of him.” 
 

Comments on Genesis 1:26 
 

The phrase “Let us make” is frequently a point of confusion because of its 
plural form. But this verse need not be confusing. Note that immediately 
following verse 26, the creative act is expressed in the singular: “So God created 
man in his own image, in the image of God.” Remember that Scripture is its own 
best interpreter.  
 

Other verses of Scripture declare that God alone created man without 
taking counsel with any other. Isaiah 45:12 states, “I have made the earth, and 
created man upon it: I, even my hands, have stretched out the heavens, and all 
their host have I commanded.” The rhetorical question of Isaiah 40:14 implies, 
if studied in its context, that God took counsel with no other: “With whom 
took he counsel, and who instructed him?” Isaiah 44:24 further emphasizes 
God’s singular involvement in the creation of man: “I am the Lord that maketh 
all things; that stretcheth forth the heavens alone; that spreadeth abroad the 
earth by myself.”  

 
The expression “Let us make” speaks out of the fullness of God’s powers, 

showing man as the masterpiece of God’s creation. “In our image, after our 
likeness” clearly emphasizes that humans are to be closely patterned after their 
Maker. The view that God was addressing the angels lacks scriptural support. 
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On occasions God did address the angelic host, and angels are found standing in 
God’s presence. But absolutely no record is found of God counseling with them. 
The Genesis passage gives no hint to angels. Neither do the Scriptures indicate in 
any sense that man was made with a likeness to angels. 
 
 
IV.  CREATION VERSUS EVOLUTION 
 

The previous section on Creation Studies has pointed out the conflict 
between evolution and the biblical record of Creation. The two views are not in 
agreement, for they originated from different premises. Bible students soon 
recognize that they must either accept creationism as revealed in Scripture or 
evolution as developed by man’s philosophy. They cannot logically adhere to 
both views.  

 
The difference between the creationist’s theory and the evolutionist’s 

theory can be summarized as follows: 
 

1. The creationist and the evolutionist begin with different basic 
assumptions: The creationist accepts the Word of God by faith and 
acknowledges God as Creator. The evolutionist omits God in his 
thinking and begins his reasoning on the basis of gradual evolution. 
The creationist believes in the supernatural; the evolutionist rejects the 
supernatural. 

 
2.   Proponents of either view may take these same facts and fit them into 

their framework of logical thinking and come up with different 
conclusions. Why? Because they begin with different assumptions. 
Each begins with faith in his basic assumption. John N. Moore, a 
professor of Natural Science at Michigan State University, expressed 
this in these terms in a 1975 edition of Decision: 

 
The evolutionist and creationist use the same data, but they use 
them to support different faiths about origins.18 

 
The comparative framework of logical thinking (Creationism versus  

Evolution) can be diagrammed as follows: 
 
 Assumption A Assumption B  
 GOD IS CREATOR NO CREATOR 
 
 
 
 

FACTS 
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 Conclusion A Conclusion B 
 All things came into existence All things came into being 
 instantaneously by the spoken through gradual process 
 Word of God. through eons of time. 
 Supernatural creation. Anti-supernatural. 
 
Evolution and the Bible 
 

The following section is notes condensed from Cora A. Reno’s book, 
Evolution and the Bible. The book provides helpful information in treating the 
subject of creation versus evolution.  

 
 Is There Conflict between Science and the Bible?  
 
Science and the Bible do not conflict. Theory and theology sometimes do 

conflict.  
Any belief in God has to include His being a God of truth. Contradictions 

can never originate from a single source of truth. The first step then must be to 
make a judgment about the validity of the Bible.  

 
When we accept the Bible as originating from God, our next step is to 

believe what it says about the source of all science. God is that source. According 
to the Bible, all things were made by Him. No matter what branch of science one 
is studying, when rightly interpreted, it points back to God and the truth that 
originated in Him.  

 
In this study, we will work within the premise that both the Bible and all 

science come from God. Since this common source is ultimate truth, no 
contradiction can exist between them. 
 

Is Evolution Still a Problem? 
 

The theory of evolution is a problem to a great many people. In many 
countries this theory is presented in school textbooks, even to small children. 
This theory is usually presented as fact—but note that it is called “The Theory of 
Evolution.” A theory is a supposition or a conjecture, not a fact. The theory 
cannot be verified by scientific experimentation.  

 
This outline will present some materials that show that the theory of 

evolution is not an established fact. The word theory implies more than one side 
to examine, which we will do.  

 
The word evolution means “change.” An organic evolutionist usually says 

that by change all living forms in the world today have been produced from one 
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or a few common ancestors. The process of evolution refers to the succession of 
changes by which organisms pass from the simple to the complex. Often in 
textbooks, the term “amoeba-to-man” evolution is used. Evolutionists maintain 
there was change from one group to another so that each plant and animal in 
existence today is related to each of the other plants and animals. Evolutionists 
teach that by slight changes, over thousands of years, the descendants have 
changed to become the plants and animals of today. 
 

Does Similarity Show Relationship? 
 

One of the chief arguments used to support the theory of evolution is that 
things are related if they are similar. This is a basic concept of the theory.  

 
It is true, similarities in plants and animals could point to the fact that they 

really have had a common ancestry. But they could also point to creation by God, 
the Great Designer. It is logical that God would use the same general plan for 
many different plants and animals. God logically would give the same structure 
to animals that were to walk the same earth, breathe the same air, and eat the 
same food. He might have used another general plan for creatures that were to 
fly in the air and another for those that were to live in the water.  

 
Similarity is often superficial: some animals look alike but will not 

interbreed. Animals of the same species that would be expected to look similar 
may differ greatly because of age or sex. Rather than evolution, creation is a good 
explanation for similarity. 
 

Do Fossils and Geology Indicate Evolution? 
 

Fossils, including those found preserved in strata or layers of rock 
formation, are evidence of ancient life. Some of the fossils are of extinct forms 
while many of them are of present-day species. Fossils are the basis scientists use 
for the division of geological time into eras, periods, and epochs with the breaks 
(missing links) forming the basis for the divisions. The fossils provide the only 
evidence that evolution may have taken place, but the gaps in the record 
effectively separate major classifications. These classifications could be the 
“kinds” mentioned in Genesis. The geologist reasons in a circle, for he uses 
position on strata to date fossils and then uses fossils to date strata.  

 
The oldest rocks are almost barren of fossils. In the younger, higher rocks 

(the Cambrian layer) we suddenly find all kinds of fossils. These have complex 
systems and organs fully formed. To the creationist, this is the picture of Creation. 
For one who does not believe the Bible there is no good answer for the quantity, 
variety, and complexity of the Cambrian fossils. In these Cambrian fossils are not 
found any links between the large groups. Gaps unfilled by plants or animals are 
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one of the chief weaknesses of the theory of evolution. If evolution were true, one 
would expect to find many connecting links between the different groups.  

 
An evolutionist often explains the gaps in the geological fossils by saying 

that the fossils either were not formed or as yet have not been found and studied. 
It seems much more logical to suppose that the missing links never existed and 
that the first of each group was specially created. 
 

Should Information about Embryology Concern Me? 
 

Not too many years ago, many high school science books explained what 
is called the Recapitulation Theory. This teaches that as an individual embryo 
develops, it passes through the same stages as its remote ancestors did. Or it 
passes through racial history. It claims the development of the individual 
parallels that of the race.  

 
As more has been learned about embryology, the scientist or evolutionist 

has put less emphasis on recapitulation. Likenesses do exist in embryos, but the 
evolutionist these days seldom says they actually show a supposed history of the 
race. Those who still present this part of the evolutionary theory fall back upon 
the idea that similarity shows relationship. It must be pointed out that many of 
these resemblances are very superficial.  

 
One example is the teaching that the human embryo has “gill slits.” Not too 

many years ago some books discussed the “gills” in human embryos. As this is 
now obviously not the case, they are no longer called gill slits of a fish.  

 
Some more honest evolutionists today now agree that recapitulation 

simply does not occur. It is most reasonable to conclude that temporary 
embryonic structures either have some function in the developing embryo or are 
part of the general creative plan. 

 
Are There Options When Thinking about the Source of Design? 

 
To think that the order and design we see in the world about us could 

have happened by chance or accident takes much more faith than to know that 
God planned things this way. Design must have a designer. The idea of an all-
powerful God cannot be ruled out by assumption and guesswork. The theory of 
evolution is as shallow as saying that a watch, a great painting, a skyscraper, or 
the computations necessary for an interplanetary flight just happened with no 
mind to plan them. 
 

Why Must I Make a Decision about Useless Structures? 
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Vestigial structures are parts of the body that are usually considered 
useless. An evolutionist thinks of them as remnants from a useful state in some 
ancestral animal. Examples are a number of small bones on each side of the 
spinal column in the whale, where one would also expect hind legs to be, and 
“remnants” of hind limbs found in snakes and porpoises. These structures are 
considered “remnants” of structures once useful to the ancestor.  

 
In recent years the list of so-called vestigial structures has been greatly 

reduced in number. The pituitary gland in humankind was once considered 
vestigial, but it is now recognized as so important that it is often called the 
“master gland.” Most of the former so-called vestigial organs have been found 
to have some function. We cannot be sure what accounts for all so-called 
vestigial structures, but the following possibilities can be considered: 
 

1.  The use of a general plan of creation used by God, modified to fit a 
special environment 

2.  Some use as yet undiscovered 
3.  The possible result of some abnormality occurring while the embryo is 

developing 
4.  The possible result of degeneration from the way in which God first 

made that plant or animal 
 

How Does the Origin of Matter and the Universe Concern Me? 
 

For many years humanity has been able to change matter into energy and 
energy into matter. However, the fact that they are sometimes interchangeable 
does not help the unbeliever explain the origin of either. The inability to do this 
is one of the great weaknesses of the theory of evolution. Before matter and the 
universe originated, some eternally existing source of power had to exist. 
Christians recognize this when they say, “He [God] hath made the earth by his 
power, he hath established the world by his wisdom, and hath stretched out the 
heavens by his discretion” (Jeremiah 10:12). 

 
Is Knowledge about the Origin of Life Important to Me? 

 
In the Book of Genesis we find that God gives us a very simple statement 

of His creation of both nonliving and living things. Evolutionists reject that 
statement and believe life just started by chance in some ancient ocean. This 
contradicts the law of biogenesis: Life comes from pre-existing life, and young 
always resemble their parents. This law has been verified by experimentation 
and by observation. Since life comes from pre-existing life, it is reasonable to 
believe only God has produced life or can produce it. 
 

What Should We Know about the Genesis Kind? 
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Genetics is the science of heredity. Mendel’s Laws of Heredity hold true for 
both plants and animals. Evolutionists consider mutation the basis of evolution. Yet 
naturally occurring mutations are very uncommon. It is observable that mutations 
are rare, occur at random, are very unpredictable, and seldom survive. To be 
helpful in an evolutionary process, they would have to follow the fixed direction, 
and fall in this requisite. Since most mutations are harmful, it seems that organisms 
would devolve (be more degenerate) instead of evolve (into a higher order).  
 

Scientists have produced many variations with species and perhaps in 
some rare instances have changed species. At no time have scientists produced 
new members of the higher categories. Members of the higher classification do 
not cross. All of these harmonize with the “kinds” of Genesis. Scientists have not 
proven evolution by genetics. 
 

What Should I Believe about Prehistoric Man? 
 

Human fossils are few in number compared to many other species and 
they are often very fragmentary. Many of the so-called “ape-men” reconstructed 
from a few fragments in the earlier parts of this century have now been proved 
to be deliberate hoaxes, or to be the bones and teeth of animals and not man.  

 
Scientists list three major types of Homo (man): Neanderthal Man, Cro-

Magnon Man, and Recent Man. The variations in these types are no more than 
might be found today. Study the heads of people you meet. Look for sloping 
foreheads, bony ridges where the eyebrows are, and receding chins. There is no 
reason to feel the fossil evidence contradicts the Bible. 
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SELF HELP TEST 
GENESIS, PART I 

 
Introduction to Genesis 

 
Give one-word or brief answers to these questions: 
 
1.  Genesis is a Greek term that means ______________, _______________ or 

_________________. 
 
 
2.  The authorship of Genesis is credited to ____________________________. 
 
 
3.  The five books of the Law are: 
 a. _______________________________________ 
 b. _______________________________________ 
 c. _______________________________________ 
 d. _______________________________________ 
 e. _______________________________________ 
 
 
4.  These five books later became known as the___________________________. 
 
 
5.  Genesis is important for the light it sheds on ___________________________. 
 
 
6.  Genesis shows the beginning of: 
 a. ___________________________ 
 b. ___________________________ 
 c. ___________________________ 
 d. ___________________________ 
 e. ___________________________ 
 f. ___________________________ 
 g. ___________________________ 
 h. ___________________________ 
 
 
7.  The foundational truth for man’s faith in and knowledge of God is 

__________________________________________________________________. 
 
8.  What are three distinct prophecies of Christ given in Genesis? 
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 a. ________________________________________________________________ 
 b. ________________________________________________________________ 
 c. ________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
9.  The two main divisions of Genesis are: 
 Chapters 1-11 _____________________________________________ 
 Chapters 12-50 ____________________________________________ 
 
 
10.  What are the key names of the first division? 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
11.  What are the key events of the first division? 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
12.  Genesis 12-15 focuses on the family of ______________________________ 
 
 
13.  These chapters tell the story of what four men? 
 a. ______________________________ 
 b. ______________________________ 
 c. ______________________________ 
 d. ______________________________ 
 
 
14.  The history of the human race is traced to show forth the plan of 

__________________________________________________________________. 
 
 
15.  In the Creation week, God’s work in some cases was to_____________ and 

____________________;  in others it was _______________________________. 
 
 
16.  “To create” comes from the Hebrew word ______________ that has to do 

with the calling into existence out of __________________________________. 
 
 
17.  “To make” comes from the Hebrew word ___________________________ 

which means that God also __________________ or formed things out of 
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 _________________________________________. 
 
 
18.  Match the days of Creation with the statements on the right: 
 ______ First Day    a. Birds and fish 
 ______ Second Day  b. Heaven, earth, and light 
 ______ Third Day  c. Animals and mankind 
 ______ Fourth Day  d. Sun, moon, stars 
 ______ Fifth Day  e. Air and sea 
 ______ Sixth Day  f. Land and plants 
 
 
19.  To believe the Bible is to accept the account of Genesis in its entirety as 

_____________________ and ______________________________________. 
 
 
20.  The Bible student who accepts the Genesis account of original creation can 

be confident of what?  ______________________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
21.  In addition to the Genesis account of Creation, what other references do we 

have in the Bible concerning Creation? List three. 
 a. __________________________________. 
 b. __________________________________. 
 c. __________________________________. 
 
 
22.  God chose to bring things into existence in a progressive _____________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
23.  Man was to be God’s ______________________________________ creation. 
 
 
24.  The Creation week was ___________________ with no _________________. 
 
 
25.  Creation was ______________________ from its birth. It did not have to 

______________________________ or _________________________________. 
 
26.  Any interpretation of the Creation account that purposes to harmonize the 

Bible with the ________________________ of _______________________ is 
dangerous, for it will compromise the truth. 
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27.  The Solar Day Interpretation of Time and Creation teaches that God created 

the universe and all therein in ___________________________ or 
_______________________________ hours each. 

 
 
28.  The Long Day Theory holds that a day in the Genesis account means a 

_________________________ period of possibly ______________________ of 
years or more. 

 
 
29.  The Gap Theory declares that many ________________________________ 

elapsed between the first act of creation described in Genesis 1:1 and the 
other beginning with verse 2. 

 
 
30.  The very existence of the geological ages is based on _________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
True or False: Circle the correct answer. 
 
31.  The Bible is in conflict with the facts of science. 
   True or False 
 
 
32.  Belief in a “young earth” is reasonable and intellectual if we believe in God. 
   True or False 
 
 
33.  If men reject the revelation about the God of creation they find it easy to 

reject the message about the God of redemption. 
   True or False 
 
 
34.  The Bible allows for the idea of gradual development from one form of life 

to another. 
   True or False 
 
35.  Writers of Scripture throughout the Old and New Testaments support the 

record of Genesis 1-11 as true history. 
   True or False 
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36.  The basic issue in comprehending Creation is to believe wholeheartedly in 

God the Almighty. 
   True or False 
 
 
37.  The Bible clearly teaches that all mankind has descended from monkeys. 
   True or False 
 
38.  Absolutely no record is found of God counseling with angels in the creation 

of man. 
   True or False 
 
 
39.  A Bible student cannot logically adhere to both creationism as revealed in 

Scripture and evolution as developed by human philosophy. 
   True or False 
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Personal Study Notes 
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Part II 
FROM ADAM TO  

ABRAHAM 
 
 

Darline Kantola Royer 
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OUTLINE 
 
 I. Man in the Garden of Eden 

A. God’s Plan for Man 
 B. Man’s Home in Eden 
 C. Man’s Responsibility 
D. Man’s Helpmeet 
 E. The Institution of Family Life 

 
 II. The Fall of Man 

A. Significance of Genesis 3 
 B. Man’s Fall into Sin 
C. A Glimpse of Redemption 
D. The Generation after the Fall 

 
 III. The Earliest Civilization 

A. Cain’s Family 
 B. Seth’s Family 

 
 IV. The Flood 

A. Conditions Leading to the Flood 
 B. The Development of Wickedness in the Days of Noah 
C. Noah’s Preparation for the Flood 
D. Preservation in the Ark 
 E. Events Following the Flood 
 F. Significance of the Flood Account 
G. Scientific Significance 
H. Flood Traditions 
 I. The Possibility of the Ark’s Existence 

 
 V. The Birth of Nations 

A. The Tower of Babel 
 B. The Table of Nations 

 
This division, “From Adam to Abraham,” covers the history of the human 

race from the creation of Adam to the call of Abraham. It spans a period of 2,000 
years or more. 
 
 

Personal Study Notes 
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I.  MAN IN THE GARDEN OF EDEN 
 

God intended for humanity to enjoy an active life in pleasant 
surroundings. He put Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden to dress and keep 
it (Genesis 2:8, 15). He gave him dominion over all of His created beings 
(Genesis 1:28).  

 
God intended for Adam to know fellowship with his Creator (Genesis 

3:8), for he was created for God’s glory (Isaiah 43:7). Adam cut himself off from 
God by his own disobedience (Genesis 3:1-6).  

 
God placed Adam in Eden, a place specially prepared for him (Genesis 

2:8). In this garden God surrounded him with everything to make him 
comfortable and happy (Genesis 2:8-15). The Bible’s description leaves the 
impression of a place of beauty with the provisions of life well supplied.  

 
Eden means “delight” or “pleasantness.” Its location is difficult to determine 

because time has erased the geographic landmarks. It is assumed that the Garden 
was somewhere in the vicinity of ancient Mesopotamia since the Euphrates and 
Hiddekel Rivers (Tigris) can be identified as described in Genesis. The Pison and 
Gihon Rivers were likely obliterated by the Flood of Noah’s day. (It is of interest 
that the oldest known civilization is in the lower Euphrates Valley.) 
 

God gave Adam and Eve the command to abstain from the fruit of only 
one tree: “The tree of the knowledge of good and evil.” God exercised His right 
as Creator to restrict their activities.  

 
With this command God also explained to Adam why he must not 

disobey: “In the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” This 
command was the moral test given to mankind to prove whether they would 
choose to obey or disobey God.  

 
While in the Garden of Eden (evidently during the sixth day as based on 

Genesis 1:27-28), Adam’s need for a companion was met. The Lord God said, “It 
is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a help meet for him.” 
God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and from his rib (rendered as a 
portion of his side rather than his rib by some scholars) He made woman and 
brought her to Adam.  

 
Eve’s creation was no less miraculous than Adam’s was. As Creator, God 

did not need to use a portion of Adam’s body, but this was the particular method 
He chose. He showed Adam that his helpmeet was a very part of man himself. 
This relationship has been pictorially described: “Not made out of his head to 
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rule over him, nor out of his feet to be trampled on by him, but out of his side to 
be equal with him, under his arm to be protected, and near his heart to be loved.”  

 
Adam is now seen in a glorious position. He had a human companion to be 

one with him (Genesis 2:24) and all the necessities of life near at hand. He had 
everything to make him happy with only one command to test his obedience to his 
Maker. Here Adam is seen as God intended. He was given access to the Tree of 
Life, endued with intellect and purity, and granted fellowship with his Creator.  

 
Genesis 2 ends with a description of the marriage bond (Genesis 2:2-25). 

God Himself performed that first marriage that began the institution of family to 
be the foundation of society. And society that neglects this intent of God suffers 
internal deterioration.  

 
God blessed the union of man and woman and instructed them to “Be 

fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth.” The Hebrew word in Genesis 
1:28 that is translated “replenish” means to “fill” the earth, but not to “refill” it.  

 
Man and woman’s state at this time was perfect. Nothing had transpired 

to give them a sense of guilt or shame. The Bible states, “They were . . . not 
ashamed.” Everything was harmonious. Adam was in full harmony with 
himself, his wife, and his God. 
 
 

II.  THE FALL OF MAN 
 

The event described in Genesis 3 is exceedingly vital for understanding 
human history and God’s activities in the affairs of humankind. Griffith Thomas 
comments: “This chapter is the pivot on which the whole Bible turns.”19 The 
chapter plainly declares how evil originated in the world. Thus it portrays the 
reasons for God’s redemptive purposes revealed throughout the rest of the Bible 
history. This chapter is the divine explanation of the present fallen and sinful 
condition of the human race.  

 
The story of Genesis 3 is an accurate historical account of things as they 

actually happened. It is fully approved by New Testament writers. For example, 
Paul wrote to the Corinthians, “As the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty” 
(II Corinthians 11:3). Likewise, Romans 5:12-21 gives a doctrinal commentary on 
this story that unfolds the significance of man’s fall into sin. (Also see I Timothy 
2:13-14.)  

 
According to the views of many liberal theologians, this story, as well as 

the overall content of Scripture, is merely a record of human ideas about how 
humanity became imperfect. To them the Bible is a mere record of human efforts 
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to find God. This is not the truth. The story of Adam’s fall, along with all 
Scripture, is God’s revelation to humanity of what really did happen and of His 
plan to restore individuals to a perfect state through redemption. 
 
Man’s Fall into Sin 
 

Adam and Eve are first seen in a state of innocence in Genesis 2. They 
began in perfection and through disobedience (rebellion against God’s will) they 
became imperfect. This rebellion made them carnal and sinful. God’s Word 
describes man as “dead in trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 2:1). Romans 5:12 
teaches that Adam’s sin brought death to all men.” This is how sin and death 
entered in the sphere of humanity.  

 
Satan is introduced into Scripture without any word of explanation. A 

comparison of Genesis 3:1 with Revelation 12:9 and 20:2 shows that Satan, 
though not actually named in Genesis 3, was embodied in the “serpent.” His 
immediate action was to degrade God’s Word; he substituted his own lies in 
place of divine truth.  

 
To understand the Bible’s description of humanity’s fall is to understand 

how Satan tempts humankind. Satan employs the same devices on every 
generation. Knowledge of how the first man and woman fell into sin can fortify 
us to resist Satan’s tactics. Satan’s plan is to dethrone God in His universe and in 
our hearts.  
 

Bible students can better understand the workings of Satan by studying 
his work and nature through Scripture: “That old serpent, called the Devil and 
Satan” (Revelation 12:9) apparently was first created as one of the cherubim 
(Ezekiel 28:12-15), having great position and authority. He fell from his heavenly 
estate through his rebellious attitude of pride (Isaiah 14:12-15). Satan likewise 
tempts us to act in self-will against the will of God (Genesis 3:1-6). (Also note 
John 8:44; II Corinthians 11:3; I Timothy 2:14; Revelation 20:2.)  

 
Satan appeared on the scene with intent to convince Adam and Eve to act 

contrary to the will of God. The steps they took in becoming victim to Satan’s 
temptation can be traced: 
 

1.  Eve listened to and heeded the voice of Satan. Satan first asked a 
question by which he cast doubt on God’s Word, “Hath God said . . . ?” 
(Genesis 3:1). Eve listened to Satan’s challenge of the Word of the Lord. 
She responded to Satan’s question by quoting God’s command, but she 
omitted the name of the LORD God and named only God (Elohim).  
Satan still continues to fill human minds with doubts concerning God’s 
Word. He has certainly succeeded in convincing many that God’s plan 
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of salvation for the New Testament church as outlined in Acts is not a 
necessity for man’s redemption. He has cast doubt on the specific 
meaning of passages such as Acts 2:38 and Acts 2:1-4, leading men to 
believe they can be saved aside from specific obedience to these 
commands and descriptions of New Testament salvation. In 
interpreting salvation, man has often omitted those parts that seem 
contrary to this way of thinking. But God has spoken! We dare not let 
Satan cast doubt on God’s Word and subtract from its full meaning. 

 
2.  Satan’s next bold move was to call God a liar. In response to Eve’s 

quoting God’s command, Satan replied, “Ye shall not surely die” 
(Genesis 3:4). He directly denied the truth of God’s Word. He took 
advantage of Eve’s seeming lack of knowledge about the full aspect of 
God’s warning.  

 
Satan never ceases to deny divine truth. He constantly approaches men 
with the idea that sin will not be severely punished. But God’s Word 
emphatically teaches that “the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23). 

 
3. In verse 5, Satan further altered God’s command. Satan’s statement 

here implied that God was withholding good from His creatures. He 
indicated that to eat of the fruit would elevate man, for he said, “Your 
eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.”  

 
Enemies of God and truth walk down the same path. They attempt to 
add to, alter, or flatly deny God’s Word. 

 
4.  Eve listened to and believed the serpent’s lie. She did not observe his 

clever technique of altering God’s Word and keeping back part of the 
truth. Satan advised that she would know good and evil, but he did 
not inform her that she “should know good without the power to do it, 
and evil without the power to resist it.” This she was to learn by 
painful experience.  
 

When mankind did not reject the elements of the temptation, they fell into 
sin through disobedience. We have observed Eve first listening to Satan, then 
believing him, and finally we see her responding to his suggestion. She obeyed 
Satan rather than God and “took of the fruit.”  

 
Verse 6 shows Eve’s physical senses became involved in her downward 

course after she allowed Satan to control her thinking. The forbidden fruit was 
first looked upon, then desired, taken, eaten, and given to her husband. One 
writer states that the will of God was resisted, the Word of God was rejected, and 
the way of God was deserted.20 When Eve began to resist the voice of God and 
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heed the voice of Satan, she had set foot on a downward path. She soon chose to 
carry out Satan’s wishes.  

 
Adam’s consent to the same disobedience is reported with amazing 

brevity: “She . . . gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat” (Genesis 
3:6). Apparently he saw no discernible ill effects in his wife’s action, and thus he 
chose to follow the same course. Both he and Eve felt the guilt of their 
transgression (verse 7). While Genesis 2:25 speaks of them being “not ashamed,” 
the Scripture now pictures them hiding from the presence of God. Note verse 8.  

 
An interesting parallel of humanity’s temptation and fall can be made 

between Genesis 3:1-5 and I John 2:15-17. “Good for food” corresponds to “the 
lust of the flesh.” “Pleasant to the eyes” can be likened to “the lust of the eyes,” 
while “to make one wise” relates to “the pride of life.”  
 

The first noticeable effect of their sin was shame (verses 7-8). Instead of 
feeling elevated through their actions, they experienced the torture of shameful 
guilt. Upon hearing the voice of the Lord God, they became fearful and hid 
themselves. Their sin had alienated them from the trustful fellowship with 
their God.  

 
God sought them out to hold them accountable for their deed. He asked 

them four questions in succession: 
 

1.  Where art thou? 
2.  Who told thee. . . ? 
3. Hast thou eaten of the tree? 
4.  What is this thou hast done? 

 
Each answer shows Adam and Eve’s attempt to justify themselves and 

blame someone else: Adam blamed Eve; Eve blamed the serpent. But God 
disregarded their attempts of self-justification and pronounced judgment upon 
them. God clearly stipulated the consequences of their sin. The effects were both 
immediate and long lasting: 
 

1.  Physical death was pronounced (Genesis 3:22). 
 
2. They were separated from God. He “sent him forth from the garden” 

(Genesis 3:23). 
 
3.  They no longer had access to the “Tree of Life.” This symbol of the “Tree 

of Life” appears again at the end of human history (Revelation 2:7; 22:2). 
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4.  Condemnation was pronounced upon the serpent. Before God spoke 
to Adam and Eve about their penalty, He pronounced judgment upon 
the serpent and pointed forward to the remedy for sin: Genesis 3:15 is 
that pronouncement. God announced that He will wage war against 
Satan. He also promised One to come who would triumph over Satan. 
He was to be born of a woman (“her seed”). Satan was to “bruise his 
heel” (the heel of the Promised One). Isaiah 53:5 pictures this One as 
being “bruised for our iniquities.” But ultimately, this One was to bruise 
the serpent’s head (conquest). (Read Romans 16:20.) 

 
5.  Subjection and pain were pronounced upon the woman (Genesis 3:16). 
 
6.  Hard labor on a thorn-bearing ground until his death was pronounced 

upon him (Genesis 3:17-19). This curse declared mankind would 
return unto the very dust from which God had formed him (Genesis 
3:19). This was the physical aspect of his death. 

 
7.  The more serious consequence of the curse pronounced upon 

humanity was their spiritual death. They were separated from that 
intimate fellowship with their Creator (Genesis 3:22-24). Along with 
that they were forbidden access to the “Tree of Life.” Isaiah 59:2 
pictures humanity’s state since the Fall: “But your iniquities have 
separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face 
from you, that he will not hear.” 

 
A Glimpse of Redemption 
 

Genesis 3:15 pictures the One who would redeem humanity from their 
fallen state and put them back in fellowship with their Maker. These words have 
been called the “first gospel.”  

 
Genesis 3:21 suggests in miniature the coming plan of redemption. The 

“coats of skins” that God provided necessitated the death of innocent animals to 
provide the coverings. This hints of the “shed blood” to provide a covering for 
sin. God’s redemptive plan that He unfolds through the pages of the Old and 
New Testaments declares that “without shedding of blood is no remission.” (See 
Hebrews 9:22.)  

 
We cannot conclude that “sacrifice” was definitely instituted at this time, 

but we can see an interesting picture of that which was to come. The Bible does 
not specifically show us when the ceremony of animal sacrifice began.  

 
Genesis 1 uses the more general divine name. This is the Hebrew Elohim, 

translated “God” in our English version. The name bears the meaning of “to 
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fear” or “to reverence.” It is used of God as the Creator and moral governor of 
the universe. His omnipotence as creator and ruler should certainly arouse 
mankind’s reverential fear. Elohim is the plural form (denoting the majesty and 
power of divine perfection) and is used with a singular verb. El is also used to 
refer to the heathen deities.  

 
Genesis 2:4 introduces the divine title Yahweh (traditionally pronounced 

“Jehovah”), translated LORD in the English versions. This name is unique to 
Israel. The use of the name would seem to be a first part of God’s revealing 
Himself as the Covenant God, the One to bring mercy to mankind. Yahweh hints 
toward God’s plan for a personal relationship with His creature man.  

 
The divine names appear seventy times in Genesis 1-4. It appears that the 

Lord God desired to make Himself known to His human creation. 
 
The Generation after the Fall 
Genesis 4 
 

In this phase of history—the generation after the Fall—we see what 
happened as mankind set forth under the curse of sin. We also see the thread of 
promise as the redemptive life springs forth through Adam’s descendants.  

 
Secular studies in history and anthropology generally ignore this record 

that is the only authentic record of early development. As a result, they picture 
human development as beginning with a caveman stage and slowly evolving to 
a higher form of achievement. They do not recognize that humans began on a 
high intellectual and physical plane and degenerated at times to uncivilized 
states due to the curse of sin.  

 
A closer look at Genesis 4 reveals some of the activities of early man. In 

verses 1-16 we see Cain tilling the ground or farming while his brother Abel was 
a shepherd tending his flock. Tragically, we also see the first murder as Cain 
became angry with Abel. Verses 17-24 trace the development of Cain’s 
descendants, the family who was estranged from God. Note verse 17 that states 
Cain built a city. Verses 25-26 relate an account of the godly. This record 
introduces Seth, the one through whom the redemptive life was to come.  

 
The first recorded events outside of Eden were the births of Cain and Abel 

(Genesis 4:1-2). Cain, whose name means “possession,” may have been so named 
because Eve thought he was the one promised. She said, “I have gotten a man 
from the LORD.” Abel’s name means “vapor” or “vanity” and gives indication 
that Eve had been disillusioned by Cain and began to feel uncertain. Cain 
became a tiller of the ground and Abel a keeper of sheep. The account does not 
indicate that either occupation was inferior to the other. Each had a life task that 
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was necessary for human existence. These two occupations of early mankind are 
a flat contradiction of evolutionary thinking about the primitive activities of man.  

 
Only one other descendant of the first parents is named in Scripture. This 

is Seth (Genesis 4:25). Scripture implies that other sons and daughters were born 
to Adam and Eve, for Genesis 5:4 states that “he begat sons and daughters.”  

 
This account of the first family shows the origin of man’s descent. 

Edersheim states in his Bible History that “the descent of mankind from one 
common stock has in times past been questioned by some, although Scripture 
expressly teaches that He ‘hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell 
on all the face of the earth’ (Acts 17:26).”21 While some have denied this unity on 
humanity, the original unity of the human race by common descent is now a 
generally accepted fact. 
 

The Story of Cain and Abel 
 

The two sons of Adam, Cain and Abel, brought their offerings unto the 
Lord. The record tells us Cain brought of the “fruit of the ground,” which God 
did not “respect,” and Abel brought of the “firstlings of his flock and of the fat 
thereof,” which God did “respect.” The term “had respect” means to “regard 
with favor.”  

 
The Bible does not tell us some things that we often read into the account. 

No mention of an altar is made. An altar is first mentioned after the Flood. The 
manner in which the sacrifices were rejected and accepted is not stipulated. 
Nothing is said to identify these offerings as sacrifices for sin. The word for 
offering, menchah, actually refers to any type of gift man may bring. Nothing 
would indicate that the merit of one offering over the other lay in the fact of a 
bloody sacrifice. The law of Moses actually specified many different kinds of 
vegetable or meal offerings that could be made.  

 
The New Testament reference to this episode, Hebrews 11:4, gives us this 

insight: “By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain.” 
The condition of the heart is where God placed the emphasis. A comparison of 
the descriptions of the offerings shows this marked contrast: Cain’s offering is 
identified as the “fruit of the ground” with no indication of its quality. Abel’s 
offering is described not just as “of his flock” but also with a two-fold excellence. 
He gave of the “firstlings” and also “of the fat.” The significance that comes to 
light is that he gave the best “by faith.”  

 
Luther and other commentators draw attention to the significance of the 

“regarding with favor” that actually directs itself to the person first and then to 
the offering. The real determining factor in this episode was in the attitude of the 
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giver. When Cain failed to please the Almighty, his offering was rejected. Abel’s 
offering was accepted because his heart was one of faith in God.  

 
Cain’s reaction to God’s disapproval indicates his inner attitude. He 

became angry and his countenance fell. Even after this reaction from Cain, God 
extended mercy to Cain (Genesis 4:6-7). But Cain refused God’s provision and 
his unchecked anger led to more serious wrongdoing. He murdered his brother 
Abel, lied to God, and complained of the resulting punishment placed upon him 
(Genesis 4:8-15).  

 
Genesis 4:7 seems perplexing, but carefully considered, it becomes 

meaningful. H. C. Leupold gives a careful study of this verse in his Exposition of 
Genesis.22 His lengthy explanation leads to this thought: Verse 7 is a merciful 
warning to Cain. As long as Cain did right, he was acceptable to God. This 
followed with the warning that if he did not do right, sin became a menacing 
threat (“lieth at the door”). This pictures a wild beast crouching at the door. Cain 
was then offered a suggestion that he could “rule over.” This was a fearful threat, 
but not, of course in his own strength. By this very statement to Cain, God was 
offering His mercy. To this warning, Cain remained silent. The account then 
moves quickly to show the terrible outcome of sin that fastened itself on a man 
who refused God’s mercy.  

 
Cain refused mercy and received what he himself described as 

punishment greater than he could bear (Genesis 4:13). At the outset of human 
history, we see the sorrow of sin.  

 
God confronted Cain with his sin. Cain tried to avoid the truth, but God 

revealed He knew the horrible thing Cain had done. This encounter was 
immediately followed with the pronouncement of punishment. Cain’s 
punishment involved just two things, and these did not bar him from the 
possibility of salvation: 

 
1.  The ground was cursed for him, making it difficult for him to produce 

a living. 
2. He was compelled to stray about in the earth as a fugitive and 

vagabond. 
 
Cain’s reaction to these penalties gave no indication of grief over his sin. He spoke 
only about his punishment. He cringed at the thought of what he faced.  
 

Cain portrayed the pitiful condition of fallen man. Even with his 
continued rebellion, Cain was extended further mercy. This picture is seen in 
verse 15. God assured Cain of protection. As a murderer, he justly deserved 
death. The mark upon Cain is better rendered as a sign of reassurance given to 
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Cain rather than as a mark put upon him physically. This mercy could have been 
a time for Cain’s repentance, but Cain’s unrepentant heart seems to be portrayed 
by the description of his descendants (verses 16-24). A description of the earliest 
civilization, to be covered next, certainly shows the fallen state of mankind. 
 
 
III. THE EARLIEST CIVILIZATION 
Genesis 4:16-5:32 
 

Genesis 4:16-5:32 shows the biblical history of the development of the 
Cainite and Sethite families. In the description of these two families we see the 
marked contrast between the families of the godly and the ungodly. In Cain’s 
family we see the picture of those who reject God’s way. In Seth’s family we see 
the picture of those who accept God’s way. 
 
Cain’s Family 
 

The Bible gives no details about Cain’s wife, but it is obvious that she was 
one of his sisters, a daughter of Adam. Marriage with immediate family 
members was unavoidable in the early stages of the human race. Adam Clarke’s 
Commentary comments that it would have been possible, in the one hundred 
years after their union, for Adam and Eve to have over 32,000 descendants at the 
time Cain went to Nod, all of them having sprung from intermarriages between 
Adam’s sons and daughters.23  

 
The genealogical record of Cain’s line reveals the ungodly nature of his 

offspring. Lamech, the seventh from Adam, was a bigamist (husband of two 
wives), and a boastful murderer (Genesis 4:19, 23-24). Cain’s line is traced to this 
seventh generation. This godless and materialistic society eventually perished in 
the Flood. With verse 24 the record of Cain’s family is dismissed and attention is 
turned to Seth’s line.  

 
Contrary to evolutionistic thinking, early cities appeared in the second 

generation of mankind (Genesis 4:17). Also agricultural developments and 
various cultural achievements are associated with these early generations. (Read 
verses 4:20-22.) Although these Cainites excelled in material advancement, not 
one is named as walking with God. 
 
Seth’s Family 
 

The close of chapter 4 records the birth of Seth. Attention now turns to the 
line of divine promise and purpose. Chapter 5 presents Seth’s genealogy, which 
shows a sharp contrast with Cain’s family. Simplicity of life and communication 
with God characterize the descendants of Seth.  
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Eve saw in Seth the gracious hand of God in giving her a son in place of 

Abel (Genesis 4:25). In the next generation is seen a continued recognition of 
God. This third generation pictures men calling upon the LORD. In this is seen a 
definite implication of public worship. God-consciousness began with Adam and 
developed into public worship in three generations.  

 
Enoch, the seventh from Adam, was the first individual mentioned for his 

fellowship with God since the time of the fall of man. It was said of him: “Enoch 
walked with God: and he was not; for God took him” (Genesis 5:24). Jude 14-15 
refers to Enoch as one who prophesied at that early time of Christ’s second 
coming.  

 
These Bible genealogies deserve careful study. They bear testimony of the 

faithfulness of God in fulfilling His promises. The record of Genesis 5 extends 
over a period of at least sixteen centuries.  

 
Ten elders are named from the Creation to the time of the Flood. All the 

genealogies have a common form: They give first the age of the father at the 
birth of the eldest son, the number of years that each lived after that event, and 
finally his age at the time of death. The reoccurring phrase “and he died” is a 
reminder of the penalty of death that came to all mankind. The carefulness of 
this record shows God’s concern for leaving humanity a history that would 
refute godless philosophies.  

 
The record indicates longer human lifespans before the Flood. This 

longevity contributed to the propagation of humankind and knowledge. Seth 
lived 912 years, and nearly all those named lived over 900 years. This record 
shows a lapse of only 126 years between the death of Adam and the birth of 
Noah. Enoch was born 622 years after the creation of Adam and would have 
been contemporary with Adam for 308 years.  

Enoch who walked with God was the father of Methuselah, the oldest 
man who lived and the grandfather of Noah. Methuselah’s death came in the 
year of the Flood. Noah’s father, Lamech, was born before the death of Adam. 
These and many other interesting observations can be made. Some critics would 
try to discount the correctness of the chronology, but no other nation has 
anything to compare with it. H. C. Leupold states, “The claim that the Scriptures 
do not give a complete and accurate chronology for the whole period of the Old 
Testament that they cover is utterly wrong, dangerous and mischievous.”24  

 
An outstanding notation in Seth’s genealogy is that he was in the likeness 

and according to the image of his father. This stands in sharp contrast to the 
notation about Adam. (Compare Genesis 5:1 and 5:3.) With emphasis this shows 
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Seth was made essentially like Adam, the one who had fallen from his first state 
of perfection.  

 
The last and tenth name in the line of Seth is Noah. Noah was God’s last 

representative as the time of judgment drew near. His three sons became the 
ancestors of those races of humanity that developed after the Flood. 
 
 

IV.  THE FLOOD 
Genesis 6-9 
 
Conditions Leading to the Flood 
 

Population estimates for this time about sixteen centuries after the 
appearance of mankind on earth (about 2400 BC) are from one to three billion 
people. This population appears as a godless, sinful society. Wickedness increased 
greatly in the earth along with the population. Genesis 6:1-2, 5, 12-13 describe the 
general conditions. Humanity, just ten generations after Adam’s appearance on 
earth, had reached a deplorable state. The Bible uses these descriptions: 

 
• Wickedness; great 
• Every imagination of the thoughts of man’s heart evil continually 
• Corrupt, for all flesh had corrupted his way 
• Earth filled with violence 

 
The Development of Wickedness in the Days of Noah 
 

The scene is set in Genesis 6:1-2. These verses reveal the condition in 
society that led to the spread of wickedness. The preceding genealogies of 
Genesis 4-5 present two classes of people. As these began to increase on the 
earth, a condition contrary to God’s design for the preservation of righteousness 
developed. The “sons of God” looked upon the “daughters of men” and took 
them as wives. This marriage of the godly with the ungodly hampered righteous 
influence and allowed wickedness to increase rapidly.  

 
Various interpretations exist concerning these “sons of God” and 

“daughters of men.” Careful attention to the textual setting in chapter 4-5 shows 
that humanity was going in two directions: toward God and away from Him. As 
the story flows into Genesis 6, a natural, obvious meaning unfolds. Verse 1 refers 
to the overall increase of population and mentions daughters in this regard. This 
sets the scene for that which is to follow. Next we see the “sons of God” observing 
these daughters, whether they be descendants of Cain or Seth, and taking them to 
wife. The significant point is that these godly men looked upon those that were 
“fair” (Genesis 6:2) and married them without regard to their spiritual status. 
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These “sons of God” would have been most likely Sethites, having descended 
from righteous men like Enoch and Lamech (Genesis 5:22, 28-29).  

 
The view that these “sons of God” were angels moves the scene abruptly 

to another setting. The claim that “sons of God” can refer only to angels is 
erroneous. Heathen legends do contain tales of gods and men mingling in 
marriage, but the Bible makes no reference to the possibility of such activity. The 
possibility is rather contradicted by Matthew 22:30: “For in the resurrection they 
neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven.” 
While II Peter 2:4 and Jude 6 are used to support this view of the angels mingling 
with humans, neither of these Scriptures include any reference to marriage. A 
further observation of Genesis 6:3 shows that attention is on mankind. He was to 
be judged for the evil in the earth. If angels took the initiative in a sinful union, 
then punishment would be directed first toward them. This was the case of the 
serpent in Genesis 3:14-15.  

 
The words of Genesis 6:3 unveil the grieving heart of the Lord. God 

declared that His Spirit would not continue to reprove and restrain humanity 
who had degenerated to the level of being “flesh,” not merely an ordinary sinful 
state, but an abandonment to sinful flesh.  

 
While some interpret the 120 years to mean either the period from this 

announcement to the Flood or shortened human lifespan, the context harmonizes 
with the first view. After announcing judgment, God fixed a last period of grace 
for the repentance of humankind. The latter view seems weak in the context and 
when considering that quite a few people after the Flood lived beyond this limit. 
The period of 120 years of grace seems appropriate with what has already been 
observed in God’s dealing with humanity.  

 
In Genesis 6:4, God further pictured humanity upon whom He was 

pronouncing His judgment. Care must be taken in interpreting verse 4 so that 
one does not read into it something that is not there. The context of verse 4 
reveals that giants (Nephilim) were on the earth already when the “sons of God” 
married the “daughters of men.” So these Nephilim were certainly not the 
outcome of angelic-human unions. These men were not necessarily large of 
stature but were renowned for their violence. They were descendants of Adam 
and Eve who had become entirely “flesh” and had attained notoriety as 
powerful, evil men. The translation “giants” is unfortunate because it directs 
attention away from the moral issue of mankind’s sinful state to his physical 
stature. The whole context focuses on man’s wickedness, giving God’s reasons 
for the coming judgment.  

 
Verses 5-13 show the progression of God’s feelings and His plan of 

judgment. God saw the wickedness (verse 5); it repented Him that He had made 
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man (verse 6); He said that He would destroy man (verse 7); He looked at the 
great corruption (verse 12); and He declared emphatically that humanity had 
come to its extremity in wickedness and He would destroy them with the earth 
(verse 13). God pointedly set forth the inevitable consequence of sinfulness: 
Destruction.  

 
Verse 6 merits careful attention. The verse states that “it repented the Lord 

that he had made man on earth, and it grieved him at his heart.” This repentance 
was not in the sense that people repent but rather the divine reaction to their sin. 
The parallel expression defines the thought “it grieved him at his heart.” The 
gravity of humanity’s situation grieved the Lord and moved Him to a new 
course of action. He could not tolerate their extreme wickedness indefinitely. 
Instead of continuing to preserve humankind, He was moved to destroy them. 
 
Noah’s Preparation for the Flood 
 

In the time of God’s judgments, His grace again shone forth. From among 
all those destined for judgment, the Lord selected Noah for preservation (verse 
8), and rightly so. Amidst all the corruption, Noah stood out because of his 
personal righteousness. Four things are said of him: 
 

1. He found grace in the eyes of the Lord 
2. He was a just man 
3. He was perfect in his generation 
4. He walked with God 

 
Much is said in these few words. Noah met God’s approval. The deep 

source of his godliness is shown in the words: “Noah walked with God.” His 
daily association with divinity produced in him those “just” and “perfect” 
qualities that pleased the Lord.  

 
While Genesis 6:10 is almost identical with 5:32, it serves a different 

purpose here. Noah’s genealogy is rounded out in chapter 5. The setting of 
chapter 6 reminds the reader of the righteous influence this man had on his three 
sons, thus giving the reason why they too were spared from God’s judgment.  

 
Noah’s response to God’s command concerning the building of the ark 

was a practical evidence of his righteousness. The building of the ark may have 
seemed a farfetched command, but Noah did “according to all that God 
commanded him” (Genesis 6:22). Noah’s obedience to God’s orders was a result 
of his faith. Hebrews 11:7 reports that “by faith Noah, being warned of God of 
things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his 
house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the 
righteousness which is by faith.”  
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We can assume that during the time of God’s waiting to bring judgment 

upon humanity that Noah preached to his generation. Second Peter 2:5 calls him 
a “preacher of righteousness.” The building of the ark itself was a thundering 
testimony to the ungodly. Hebrews 11:7 states that Noah condemned the world 
in his preparation of the ark.  

 
New Testament Scriptures testify to the reality of Noah’s history and the 

occurrence of the Flood. It is interesting to note that New Testament references to 
the Flood focus attention on righteous Noah rather than just on the catastrophe. 
This portrays God’s main purpose among men to preserve righteousness. New 
Testament references to Noah are: Matthew 24:37-39; Luke 17:26-27; Hebrews 
11:7; I Peter 3:20; and II Peter 2:5.  

 
The ark was more of a huge floating box than a ship. God designed it to 

float and not to navigate. The dimensions though are quite nearly proportionate 
with those of a ship. Noah built the ark of “gopher” wood, a wood that has not 
been definitely identified. He divided the ark into three stories with one window 
at the top and one door at the side. (See Genesis 6:14-16.)  

 
Using the eighteen-inch cubit, the smallest calculation for the cubit, the 

ark’s length would be 450 feet, the width, seventy-five; and the height, forty-five. 
This size would make it considerably larger than most vessels we see, but not as 
large as some modern ships. According to J. P. Free in his book Archaeology and 
Bible History, the three floors could accommodate 43,000 tons. The average ocean 
liner carries only 25,000 tons, or a little over half the capacity of the ark. Free 
declares that “there would have been plenty of room in the three decks of the ark 
for Noah, his family, the animals, and their food.”25 Its capacity equals that of 520 
modern railroad stock cars.  

 
In his work, The World That Perished, John Whitcomb Jr. gives considerable 

data showing that “the dimensions of the ark were sufficiently great to 
accomplish its intended purpose of saving alive the thousands of kinds of air-
breathing creatures that could not otherwise survive a year-long flood.”26 He 
further comments that “the size and proportions of the Ark constitute a strong 
apologetic for the divine inspiration of the Book of Genesis, for if Moses had 
simply invented the story, or had revised some current flood legends, he could 
not have described the Ark in the way we find it in the Book of Genesis.”  

 
God purposed to destroy humanity and beasts and creeping things and 

birds of the air (Genesis 6:7, 17). He designed the ark to preserve representatives 
of all these kinds to replenish the earth after the destruction by this “flood of 
waters upon the earth” (Genesis 6:18-21). He made special provision for every 
part of this preservation. We may never have all of our questions answered 
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about how He accomplished the gathering of the animals, or about how He 
provided for their care and feeding during the year in the ark. But of this we can 
be assured: Just as the Flood came by supernatural means, so God’s provisions 
were not limited to the natural. Many aspects of the Flood must be assigned to 
God’s supernatural work. 
 
Preservation in the Ark 
 

Chapter 7 begins seven days before the Flood. The ark is now finished and 
Noah is in his six hundredth year. (See Genesis 7:6.) When giving orders for 
entrance into the ark, the LORD again commended Noah for his righteousness, 
noting that this is the basis for sparing him and all his house.  

 
With the entrance time at hand, God gave Noah further details about the 

animals to take into the ark. In addition to the general details of Genesis 6:19, 
Noah was instructed to take the clean animals “by sevens, the male and his 
female” and the unclean animals “by two, the male and his female” (Genesis 7:2). 
This distinction of clean and unclean animals is introduced without explanation. 
Later the Mosaic law defines and sanctions this distinction. The Hebrew term 
translated “by sevens” actually means “seven each” or three pairs plus one. The 
common suggestion is that this additional one was the one Noah could 
conveniently offer for sacrifice. The Scripture states that the gathering of all these 
animals, clean and unclean, was “to keep seed alive upon the face of the earth” 
(Genesis 7:3).  

 
In Genesis 7:4, God spoke with absolute authority. He who created all 

things asserted that in seven days He would destroy every living substance from 
off the face of the earth. What God made by supernatural means, He could 
likewise destroy by supernatural intervention.  

 
Noah’s implicit obedience is again mentioned in Genesis 7:5. He received 

orders and obeyed them to the letter. Verses 7-9 summarize what Noah did in 
preparation for the time of destruction by water. God’s supernatural intervention 
is apparent in the readiness of the beasts, fowls, and creepers to enter the ark. 
Nothing aside from divine control of these living things could account for their 
entrance into the ark in such an orderly manner.  

 
The time of the Flood was precisely designated in relation to righteous 

Noah: “Six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, the seventeenth 
day of the month.” God carefully established the exact time for the arrival of this 
worldwide event.  

 
Genesis 7:11 identifies a two-fold source of the waters. “The fountains of 

the great deep” being “broken up” informs us that vast upheavals brought a 
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mighty flow of water from under the surface of the earth. The expression, “the 
windows of heaven were opened,” aptly describes the torrential downpour of 
water from above.  

 
Such eruptions from the earth present tremendous geological possibilities. 

The effects caused by the eruptions and the rush of waters would be of untold 
magnitude. Many scientists now concur that the effects of these floodwaters 
would be an entirely adequate explanation for the wide variety of geological 
formations as they are now observed.  

 
The downpour of water lasted for forty days and nights. The waters 

increased on the earth until “all the high hills, that were under the whole heaven, 
were covered” (Genesis 7:19). The Bible emphatically describes a flood that 
covered the whole earth and destroyed all living things.  

 
The supernatural upheavals and downpour of water cannot be explained 

within the bounds of natural laws. God chose to use miraculous means to 
destroy the earth. Any attempt to explain the source of magnitude of the 
floodwaters by natural means fails to recognize the significance of the Flood. 
God depicts it in His written Word as nothing less than a universal catastrophe 
brought about by the power of the Creator Himself.  

 
A comparison of Genesis 7:11 with Genesis 8:14 shows that the Flood 

confined Noah to the ark for one year and ten days, thus giving a time for the 
total duration of the Flood.  

 
After Noah and his family went into the ark, no description is given of the 

plight of those outside. God’s concern was for the preservation of the righteous. 
Genesis 7:16 presents a fascinating picture. Noah entered the ark as “God 
[Elohim] God had commanded him.” In the same breath, the writer declared, 
“The LORD [Yahweh] shut him in.” This usage of divine names shows the God of 
power giving Noah a command and the God of grace or mercy giving him 
protection. This preservation of Noah and his family in the ark is a classic 
portrayal of divine grace. 

 
The biblical account describes the Flood in this time sequence: After forty 

days and nights, the rain ceased (Genesis 7:12). At the end of 150 days, the waters 
had decreased and the ark came to rest on the “mountains of Ararat” (Genesis 
8:3-4). In another two and one-half months, the tops of the mountains were seen 
(Genesis 8:5) and forty days later, Noah sent forth the dove and the raven 
(Genesis 8:6-9). The dove returned and a week later was again sent forth and 
returned with an olive leaf in her mouth (Genesis 8:10-11). After another week, 
he sent forth the dove again; this time she did not return (Genesis 8:12). Noah 
waited another month until the first day of the first month in his six hundredth 
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and first year to remove the covering of the ark and look out (Genesis 8:13). After 
a further wait of nearly two months, Noah heard God’s order to “go forth of the 
ark” (Genesis 8:16). (A year would have been 360 days. This description totals 
370 days or one year and ten days.)  

 
Though Noah did use natural means for determining the readiness of the 

earth for departure from the ark, he made no move to leave without God’s 
specific orders. He entered the ark on the very day God told him to do so, and he 
departed from the ark on the very day God gave him the order to leave. Elohim, 
who commanded him to go in, also commanded him to “go forth.” Not only did 
God tell him when to leave the ark, but He also gave him detailed orders on 
bringing out his family and the animals. The departure was to be orderly and not 
one of wild confusion after confinement in the ark for over a year. 
 
Events Following the Flood 
 

Noah’s first act after leaving the ark was to build an altar and worship the 
LORD. His obedience before and during the Flood was followed by his worship after 
the catastrophe. This is the first altar mentioned in Scripture.  

 
“The LORD smelled” the “sweet savour” of the “burnt offering” that Noah 

offered upon his altar. This token of Noah’s thanksgiving brought satisfaction to 
the Lord. Linked immediately with the Lord’s acceptance of Noah’s offering are 
the stipulations of a covenant that God made with Noah.  

 
What Bible scholars call the Noachic Covenant is contained in Genesis 8:21-

9:17. This began what has been referred to as the Dispensation of Human 
Government. Humanity had been under the Dispensation of Conscience since 
Adam and Eve’s expulsion from the Garden of Eden.  

 
A covenant can be defined as a transaction between God and man, or 

between man and his fellow man. The covenants of God disclose His purpose 
toward mankind. They are of two types: Conditional and unconditional. The 
Noachic Covenant is a type of the unconditional covenant where God declares, “I 
will.” (See Genesis 9:11.) The conditional covenant is seen in Exodus 19:5: “If ye 
will  . . .”  
 

Seven greater covenants are seen in Scripture. Of these, the Mosaic 
Covenant is conditional and the others are unconditional. The seven greater 
covenants named here show the relationship of the Noachic Covenant to the 
whole development of God’s plan for mankind. 
 

1. The Adamic Covenant (Genesis 3:14-19) 
2. The Noachic Covenant (Genesis 8:21-9:17) 
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3. The Abrahamic Covenant (Genesis 15:1-18) 
4. The Mosaic Covenant (Covenant with Israel) (Exodus 19-30) 
5. The Palestinian Covenant (Deuteronomy 30:1-9) 
6. The Davidic Covenant (II Samuel 7:5-19) 
7. The New Covenant (between God and Israel)—the sacrifice of Christ is 

the foundation of the New Covenant—(Matthew 26:27-28) 
 

Under the Noachic Covenant, we see God transformed from manifesting 
His punishing anger to revealing His mercy. The Flood story begins with the 
wrath of God and ends with a revelation of His goodness as God extends 
unconditional promises to Noah and his family: 
 

1.  God pledged He never again would destroy the earth by a worldwide 
flood (Genesis 8:21) 

 
2.  He promised the future maintenance of a regular sequence of seasons 

as long as the earth remains (Genesis 8:22) 
 
3.  He blessed Noah and his sons and told them to multiply and placed a 

fear and dread of man in animal life. This supremacy over animal life 
differs from that given to Adam. (Compare Genesis 1:28 with Genesis 
9:2.) Someone has well said, “When God blesses, He not merely wishes 
well but imparts good.” 

 
4.  God sanctioned the flesh of animals for food, providing the blood had 

been drained out (Genesis 9:3-4). Before the Flood, God had sanctioned 
only the “green herb” for food. (Compare Genesis 1:30 and Genesis 9:3.) 

 
5. God gave humankind authority over their fellow humans so they 

could administer judgment on the murderer (Genesis 9:5-6). God made 
it plain that He would hold a person accountable for shedding human 
blood. This power to govern other people is a divine institution. When 
God bestowed upon humanity this power of life and death, He gave 
them the power to govern one another.  

 
 God’s concern was the well-being of individuals. He did not institute 

human government to give some people authority to put other people 
under bondage. God considered humankind’s welfare so sacred that 
He decreed that a person who takes another person’s life must forfeit 
his own right to life. Thus capital punishment was divinely ordained. 
Genesis 9:6 could not be clearer or more emphatic. 
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6. Summary: The covenant given to Noah gave mankind the institution 
of human government. The principles set forth have continued in 
effect to this present age.  

 
God promised Noah a visible, external proof of His covenant. This token 

was to extend to all humankind. Consequently, the awe-inspiring rainbow 
made its appearance, and generations have had this sign to remind them of 
God’s faithfulness.  
 

After the covenant was established, Noah’s history continued. Some time 
had elapsed, for families were born to Noah’s sons. Verse 18 mentions Canaan 
who was Ham’s youngest son. (See Genesis 10:6.)  

 
Noah took up agriculture and grew a vineyard. This information is 

followed with an incident in Noah’s life that is frequently explained as being a 
result of lack of knowledge on his part. Whatever the case, the somber tone of the 
record seems to imply guilt to Noah. This seasoned man who had withstood a 
wicked world possibly fell prey to carelessness. The brief account gives a grave 
warning to all men of God. No further record of failure is recorded, and Noah is 
identified in the New Testament as one who “became heir of the righteousness 
which is by faith.” Ham’s improper response to his father Noah in his 
drunkenness stands in contrast to the proper conduct of Shem and Japheth. Their 
silent action was a rebuke to Ham’s faulty conduct.  

 
Chapter 9 closes with Noah’s final benediction on his sons, revealing 

prophetic glimpses concerning the descendants of these sons.  
 
Shem received the greatest blessing. Verses 26-27 picture his prominence. 

Scripture later reveals the meaning of this blessing, for his posterity became the 
ancestors of Christ.  

 
Ham, who had shown a disrespectful attitude, suffered Noah’s curse. The 

view that this curse uttered to Ham’s son Canaan brought about the black race 
and made them servants to others is unfounded. Canaan’s descendants are the 
peoples that settled chiefly in the so-called land of Canaan. The curse more 
logically reveals the idolatrous and immoral tendencies to these Canaanites that 
in later Bible history made them ripe for divine judgment that was administered 
when Israel (descendants of Shem) entered the land and slew them at God’s 
command. (See Genesis 9:6.) 

 
Japheth was to be enlarged, as he was to become the ancestor of many 

progressive nations. Japheth is considered to be the father of the Gentiles, and 
certainly it can be seen that his seed has come “into the tents of Shem” to share in 
his blessings. Shem’s spiritual heritage has been shared with the Gentiles. Rather 
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than being condemnatory, these words of Noah are prophetic. With amazing 
accuracy, these words of prophecy picture what can now be verified by history. 
 
Supplementary Information 
 

The following sections of material on the Flood are provided to give 
information in areas where questions frequently arise and to emphasize the 
importance of the Flood as a most significant event in human history. 
 

Significance of the Flood Account 
 

From a spiritual standpoint, we live in an age of skepticism when people 
have tossed the Bible aside and turned to human philosophies. The Flood story 
has suffered grave injustice. Its record of truth has been “mangled” by the 
philosophies of mortals. Some label the Flood account a myth while others who 
profess to believe the Bible explain it as a mere local flood.  

 
The Bible leaves no room for such interpretations. God sent a worldwide 

flood to destroy everything on the face of the earth. To reject this view is to reject 
the spiritual significance of the happening. When seen in its true light, the Flood 
is a witness of the supernatural works of God. Its testimony is twofold: 
 

1.  God abhors the wicked and will bring them to judgment. 
2.  God loves the righteous and will provide them a place of safety. 

 
If the Bible is true, we must believe that the Genesis Flood was a 

worldwide judgment imposed by the God of the universe. The New Testament 
acknowledges the significance of the Flood. It regards the Flood as a major event 
in world history and uses it as evidence for the future reality of Christ’s second 
coming. Let’s look at a few examples: 
 

1.  Matthew 24:36-44 compares the days of Noah before the Flood with 
the days preceding the coming of the Lord. Its story stands as a 
definite warning to be spiritually prepared for Christ’s coming. 

 
2.  Hebrews 11:7 emphasizes how the Flood brought condemnation to the 

wicked and salvation to the righteous. 
 
3.  Second Peter 2:5 paints this picture: The destruction of the “old world” 

by the Flood that God brought upon the ungodly and the saving of 
righteous Noah. 

 
4.  A few verses later in II Peter, the apostle spoke of a future day when 

men would ridicule the idea of Christ’s second coming. (See II Peter 



Genesis | 73 
 

3:3-4.) They will insist that things have continued without any 
cataclysmic intervention by God since the very beginning (“All things 
continue as they were from the beginning of creation”). 

 
Stating, “This they willingly are ignorant of,” Peter described the 
attitude of these skeptics by pointing to two past events that they try to 
discount. The first is the creation of the world (verse 5) and the second 
is the Flood (verse 6). Peter used this second event to serve as a basis 
for verifying the second coming of Christ and the final destruction of 
the world. God destroyed by water in His first destruction of the 
wicked (verse 6); His second destruction will come by fire (verse 10). 

 
5.  People who deny or alter the historical fact of the universal Flood do 

great damage to the Scriptures. These New Testament writers believed 
in the Flood and referred to it in preparing men to face their final 
destination. If the scoffers can convince men and women that God did 
not bring universal judgment by the Flood, then individuals will not 
likely be preparing themselves for that final day of judgment. Many 
theologians already deny that God will bring judgment by fire upon 
the ungodly.  

 
The account of the Flood is a Bible doctrine that godless people have tried 

to deny, and many Christians have been confused by their so-called evidences. 
But Christians must always turn to the pages of God’s Word for their highest 
authority of truth. The Bible does describe a worldwide Flood and no amount 
of supposed scientific data can refute this divine revelation. To accept a 
person’s ideas over God’s revelation is to do great damage to our spiritual 
understanding. The truth of the worldwide Flood must be taught, for its reality 
is the strongest fact God has given mankind to prove that He will come again in 
judgment and in salvation. 
 

Scientific Significance 
 

Scientifically, the Flood account of Genesis presents vast geological 
implications. A projection of Flood geology into the scientific arena brings 
disaster to the case of evolution, for evolution depends on the fossil record 
interpreted in terms of geological ages. And the geological timetable has been 
developed on the assumptions of evolution. The Genesis Flood is a main point of 
the conflict between the evolutionist and the creationist frameworks of thought. 
As a result, the evolutionists concentrate a strong attack against the idea of a 
universal flood.  

 
Unfortunately, until recent years little was said or written to support this 

literal record of the Bible. Thus many young people have grown into adulthood 
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thinking they owed it to Christianity to adjust the Bible with information 
presented in their school textbooks. Many times it came to the place that the 
science textbooks were accepted as fact and the Bible was labeled as fiction.  

 
The Flood account stands as a contradiction to the well-developed 

systems of geology. In fact, orthodox geologists strongly oppose the idea of a 
worldwide cataclysm such as described in Genesis. The teachings of geology 
have influenced many theologians to offer explanations of the Genesis Flood that 
seem to bring harmony between the two views. The easy way out for many Bible 
scholars has been to interpret the Flood as a local catastrophe, since the orthodox 
system of geology rejects the idea of any universal catastrophe.  

 
Christians must be careful to maintain their faith in the Bible as their first 

source of information. In considering the varied scientific views, they must not 
allow the enormous mass of scientific data to cloud their mind so they begin to 
neglect God’s Word as they draw their conclusions. The tragic truth is that many 
religious scholars continue to be guided by the geologist’s uniformitarian 
concept of earth history rather than by the account of Genesis 6-9. Christians do 
wrong to accept other views first and then try to manipulate the Bible to fit into 
humanity’s framework of thinking. They are under no obligation to make the 
Bible harmonize with mere human ideas. Their obligation is to discover exactly 
what God has said about the history of this earth and to interpret all information 
in light of Bible facts.  

 
On the encouraging side, a significant number of scientists do regard the 

Bible as their guide to analyzing scientific data. Bible scholars do not have to 
stand alone in their adherence to the Bible record of the Flood. For example, the 
Creation Research Society, which was organized in 1963 and already claims 
several hundred members who hold advanced degrees in the natural sciences, 
holds the following view in its study of the Flood: 
 

The great Flood described in Genesis, commonly referred to as the 
Noachian Flood, was an historic event, worldwide in its extent and 
effects.27 

 
The biblical framework of geology that recognizes the supernatural 

intervention of God provides Christians with their key to interpreting the 
worldwide evidences of fossils, rock strata, mass extinction of animals, frozen 
tundra, and many other related aspects of the earth’s present status. Of course, 
Bible believers do not have to claim that all phenomena are explainable in terms 
of the Noachic flood alone. But in accepting and recognizing the tremendous 
effects of a worldwide deluge of water, they no longer find it mandatory to seek 
their answers to earth’s history in the evolutionist’s framework of thinking.  
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Mature Christians who have an adequate knowledge of God’s Word have 
no fear of any historical or scientific discovery that could nullify Scripture. For 
example, one hundred years of archaeological research in Bible lands have 
repeatedly vindicated Scripture. Another illustration concerns Darwin’s Theory 
of Evolution that was so widely accepted in the early part of the twentieth 
century that the vast majority of educated men, including many theologians, 
dared not raise a voice in protest. Christians who would not bow to the pressures 
of this theory were labeled as ignorant, but they are now finding remarkable 
support for their position of faith in the Bible. Dozens of works are now available 
that reveal the fallacies of the Darwinian structure. Bible students can cling to 
their simple faith in God’s Word without feeling intellectually inferior. 
 
 
 

Flood Traditions 
 

The widespread occurrence of Flood traditions stands as evidence of the 
historicity of the biblical Flood. If all nations descended from the three sons of 
Noah, would it not seem reasonable for many races of people to retain memories 
of the Flood of Noah’s day? These stories would naturally become somewhat 
distorted in being passed down from generation to generation. Such stories have 
been found in tribes all over the world.  

 
While the existence of such records does confirm the record of the Bible, such 

findings are by no means necessary to prove the truth of the Bible.  
 
Following are some of the many nationalities that have Flood traditions:  

 
Babylonians   New Guineans 
Egyptians   English 
Greeks   Greenlanders 
Hindus   American Indians 
Chinese   Peruvians 
Polynesians   Mexicans 

 
The Babylonian account is one of the most fascinating because of its detail 

and its close association with the area to which the family of Noah would have 
first migrated. Its polytheistic concepts reflect the nature of the Babylonian 
society. This account first came to the attention of scholars in 1853. A brief 
summary by W. T. Purkiser, ed., in Exploring the Old Testament, is presented:  

 
There are many Babylonian accounts of a flood in the Mesopotamia 
area. The great Gilgamesh Epic was inscribed on twelve tablets and 
once belonged to the Royal Library of Ashurbanipal at Nineveh. 
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The story on the eleventh tablet most closely resembles that of 
Genesis. In each case, a divine revelation of an impending calamity 
was given only to one man. The events were much the same, but 
the purpose of the flood was different. The Babylonian gods had 
their differences and sent the flood because of a passing whim.28 
(See Appendix I.) 

 
Some of the remote islands would seem least likely to obtain a Flood story 

from other areas of the world if they had not had it passed down through the 
generations. But remote areas also have their accounts. Consider the account 
from a tribe that was “discovered” in the interior jungles and highlands of New 
Guinea. Missionary linguists learned this story as late as the 1970s:  

 
The following account of the Alamblak flood tradition combines 
stories from different lineage groups about the same event or 
preludes to it:  

 
“There was a time when the sky was very close to the earth. Then 
people on earth could see up into heaven and the Yimtim lineage 
group had a ladder set up between the sky and the ground. For a 
long time the people of the Yimtim lineage ventured freely between 
the sky and the earth. Finally, an ancestral hero became disgusted 
with the corruptness of most people on the earth so he climbed up 
into the sky and pulled up the ladder with him, thus severing 
man’s access to the sky.  

 
“Soon warning came that the sky would descend to the earth and 
crush anything that got in its way; stealers, liars, adulterers, and 
stingy people particularly would be doomed as the sky was to 
crush mountaintop hamlets. This was a threat to all Alablaks since 
each lineage hamlet was perched atop their own hill, so the people 
began making preparations for doomsday. Some people threw up 
temporary shelters in the valley areas. Others prepared special 
dances and ceremonies that included the installation of spears and 
posts to support the sky and the ridge pole of the houses when the 
sky descended.  
 
“Finally the sky began its descent and the people began their 
dancing and ceremony. It was a time of unprecedented danger 
from the soul-eating spirits lurking near the houses. Everyone had 
to remain inside their houses. The animals of the rain forest 
gathered together also and remained underneath the houses that 
were, as they now are, elevated on posts.  
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“The sky split open during its descent and the people of the sky 
were seen dancing back and forth. When the sky reached the earth, 
the ceremonial posts and spears held it up. At this point the earth 
cracked open in many places and volumes of water began gushing 
up. The water rose until it covered the whole earth excepting the 
peak of one mountain.” 

 
 From this point different traditions present their own hero who 
distributed the ground from the mountain peak and reestablished 
mankind on the earth.29 

 
These brief notations are but a small part of the information available to 

substantiate the Flood in history. No fact in world history is better substantiated, 
and nowhere do men show their ignorance or folly more than when they attempt 
to deny the reality of the worldwide Noachic flood. 
 

The Possibility of the Ark’s Existence 
 

Accounts of the discovery or possible finding of Noah’s ark appear 
periodically in newspapers and other publications. Some of these accounts must 
be labeled as false stories that have been devised to bring publicity. Other 
accounts do contain information that is of interest and value to the sincere Bible 
student. In reading such accounts, the Bible student must be careful not to 
believe something just because it has been put in print. The source of the story 
gives a clue to its authenticity. The present status of the search for Noah’s ark can 
be briefly summarized: 
 

1.  There is no affirmed proof yet available that testifies to the existence of 
the ark. 

2.  Circumstantial evidence is available that does testify to the ark’s 
existence.  

 
Search parties have endeavored many times to produce the evidence 

needed to show proof of the ark’s existence. These efforts have repeatedly been 
hindered, chiefly by governmental red tape in getting into the area to search or by 
unfavorable weather on the mountain area that made their investigation difficult 
or impossible. Several books and magazine articles are available that relate the 
efforts of reliable men who are seeking to uncover the remains of the ark.  

 
At this time (2012), no conclusive evidence is available to prove the 

existence of the ark. Nevertheless, various search teams have looked for the ark, 
especially since reported sightings of the ark in the nineteenth, twentieth, and 
twentieth-first centuries. Various reports have been traced indicating both aerial 
and ground sightings of the ark. Pictures have reportedly been taken, but 
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interested searchers have not been able to obtain copies. Strange events seem to 
have destroyed the evidences, several times just before interested people found 
them. A list of some of the reported sightings of the ark is the key to some of the 
circumstantial evidence: 

 
1.  A discovery by atheists around 1856 
2.  Sightings by the Russian aviator and the Czar expedition in 1915-16 
3.  Aerial sightings during World War II 
4.  A sighting by a Kurdish farmer in 1948 
5.  Photos taken from the helicopter of George Green in 1953 
6.  An eyewitness account of an old Armenian who saw the ark in 1905  
7. Also see www.news.nationalgeographic.com/.../100428-noahs-ark-

found-in-turkey/ and www.noahsarksearch.com.  
 

Kurdish residents in the area of Mount Ararat have had stories passed on 
from generation to generation about the great ark on Mount Ararat. These stories 
have continued down to the present day.  

 
An ancient Sumerian inscription at Karada near Mount Ararat was 

discovered in 1915 that tells about the Great Flood of the Bible. Following is a 
translation of the inscription: 

 
God sowed the seeds of the word into the waters . . .  the waters 
filled the earth, descending from above . . . his children came to rest 
on the mountain peak. 

 
Scholarly researchers who continue their search for valid proof of the ark’s 

existence have expressed the thought that God could well be preserving the ark 
on the mountain for revealing in the last days.  

 
Our faith does not rest in the existence or the nonexistence of the ark. If 

the ark is never discovered, that will not make the story of the Flood any less 
valid or important. If the ark is discovered, it will be a fascinating account for 
Bible believers. For those who choose to scoff at Bible truth, many will find 
reason to continue in their unbelief. 
 
 

V.  THE BIRTH OF NATIONS 
(Genesis 10 and 11) 
 

Genesis 10-11 gives the authentic history of the beginning of races and 
languages. Chapter 11 gives the reasons why God divided humanity into 
nations. Chapter 10 relates the basis on which the division was made (See 
Genesis 10:32). In other words, the Tower of Babel incident (Genesis 11:1-9) took 
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place before the geographic distributions described in chapter 10. For that reason 
its story will be considered first. 
 
The Tower of Babel 
(Genesis 11:1-9) 
 

After the Flood the whole earth was of one language, and the people had 
journeyed to and settled on a plain in the land of Shinar. This was most likely the 
plain region between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers that lay southeast of 
Ararat. It was an extremely fertile land that the ancients praised highly. 

 
Sometime after having settled in the land of Shinar, Noah’s descendants 

resolved to build a city and a tower. The time of the “confusion of tongues” at 
Babel has been calculated to be about one hundred years after the Flood. The 
basis for this is Genesis 10:25, which names Peleg and identifies him with the 
days when the earth was divided. Of course, the Tower of Babel could have 
been in construction many years before the actual “confusion of tongues.” 
Peleg’s genealogy places his birth about one hundred years after the Flood. C. 
F. Keil has computed that the human race could well have grown to a total of 
30,000 by this time.  

 
As the record indicates, the Lord did not sanction the building of a city 

and a tower. The Jewish historian Josephus declared that the tower was built 
because the people did not want to submit to God.30  

 
The project is marked by ungodly, self-centered motivation. The 

frequent first person pronouns in verses 3-4 make this evident. A threefold 
motivation is seen: 
 

1. “Let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto 
heaven.” This portrays their self-will. 

2.  “Let us make us a name.” This identifies their pride. 
3. “Lest we be scattered abroad.” This shows rebellion. God had 

commanded Noah and his descendants to multiply and replenish the 
earth (Genesis 9:1, 7). 

 
As their work progressed, God saw their action and their attitude. He chose 

to destroy their self-designed plan and carry out His own. He simply confounded 
their speech, making it impossible for them to understand one another. Thus, He 
“scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth; and they left off 
to build the city” (Genesis 11:8). God’s intervention rent the closest bond of human 
society. They were compelled to scatter abroad and fulfill God’s purpose. 
Humanity’s project became a failure. God’s purpose was advanced.  
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The name Babel means “confusion.” The occasion of the Tower of Babel 
actually gives the original meaning to the name. An interesting observation is 
that the word Babel in Arabic and Assyrian means “Gate of God.” When people 
tried to devise their own means to reach the Gate of God, God utterly confused 
their efforts.  

 
Frequent attention has been given to identifying the ruins of the Tower of 

Babel. While the accuracy of the Bible does not rest on these studies of the 
archaeologists, it is interesting to look at the accounts. One writer states that “the 
Tower of Babel was patterned after the Babylonian ziggurats.” Many remains of 
such towers or ziggurats have been uncovered in Babylon. From the standpoint 
of Bible history, it is more accurate to say that these Babylonian towers were 
patterned after the first tower described in Genesis 11.  

 
Ruins of some of these ziggurats have attracted interest for the possible 

association with the Tower of Babel. Following is a record of the destruction of 
one of these towers: 
 

The building of this temple offended the gods. In a night they 
threw down what had been built. They scattered them abroad and 
made strange their speech.31 

 
This brief story is the bona fide history explaining the origin of the large 

variety of languages and dialects in the world. The multiplicity of languages is a 
testimony of man’s failure and God’s power rather than an evidence of human 
ingenuity. Philologists (specialists in languages) do generally agree that a 
common origin of all languages cannot be denied. Today there are upwards of 
3,000 human languages spoken. What a testimony of God’s interference in the 
selfish pursuits of humanity! 
 
The Table of Nations 
(Genesis 10; 11:10-32) 
 

The history of the sons of Noah provides the initial record of the history 
of nations. The Bible clearly shows that all the racial groups on earth descended 
from Noah’s three sons. This account from God’s Word preserves for us the 
knowledge of the unity of the human race. Research studies that agree or 
disagree with the Bible account do not give us our basis for either proving or 
disproving the Bible. Such studies merely show that our honest searching leads 
back to Bible truth. One such example is that ethnologists (specialists in the 
study of races) have arrived at the opinion that humanity divided into three 
primary groups.  
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Now let’s take a closer look at the descendants of Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 
The main intent of the genealogical listings of Genesis 10 appears to be for 
identifying the geographical and national distribution of the sons of Noah (see 
10:5, 20, 31-32). Unless a Bible student is doing a detailed study of genealogies, 
there is no need to get bogged down in the listings. The main objective in a study 
of Genesis is to see the overall picture concerning the birth of nations.  

After reporting on the genealogies of Japheth and Ham, the account turns 
to Shem and gives a more detailed account of him. Shem’s genealogy is first told 
to show its national developments (Genesis 10:21-32). Then Genesis 11:10-32 
shows its particular family line that led to Abraham. From that point on the 
history of humanity in general is dismissed from the Bible record and attention is 
focused on that family (Abraham’s lineage) and that nation (Israel) through 
whom salvation would come.  

 
A quick look at the distribution of nations is also important. Only a brief 

identification of these nations will be presented. Studies do bear out that the 
seventy names listed were founders of nations or racial groups. While this table 
of nations outlines the three branches of the human races, it does not tell us how 
the differing racial colors and features came about. God apparently chose to 
withhold this knowledge from us.  

 
The seven sons of Japheth include the Caucasian people who settled 

principally in Europe and have in later times been “enlarged” to extend 
throughout the western hemisphere. Bible scholars commonly refer to these as 
the Gentile groups.  

 
The four sons of Ham apparently located first around the lower Euphrates 

Valley and in the Nile Valley in Egypt. Later they moved further into Africa. Of 
interest is the fourth son, Canaan, whose descendants account for many of the 
national groups who occupied Palestine when the Israelites came out of Egypt. It 
is quite likely that his genealogy is treated so thoroughly because of Israel’s duty 
in later years to drive his descendants out of the land of Canaan. (See 
Deuteronomy 20:17 and other parallel passages.) The special attention given to 
Nimrod merits consideration (Genesis 10:8-10) and will be treated separately.  

 
The five sons of Shem are associated chiefly with central Asia. Shem’s 

genealogy opens by identifying him as “the father of all the children of Eber” 
(Genesis 10:21). Many scholars think the word Hebrew came from this 
statement. Hebrew must be regarded though as having a much broader usage 
than Israelite in this passage. From the Semitic family have come the world’s 
three great monotheistic religions: Judaism, Islam, and Christianity. Of greatest 
importance, though, is the knowledge that the promised “seed of woman” that 
would come to bring blessing to all nations came through Shem’s line through 
the family of Abraham.  
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The account of Nimrod actually gives us information about the origin of 

the Babylonian Empire (Genesis 10:10). The significant point is that Babylonia 
originated with men of Hamitic descent. Micah 5:6 designates Babylon as “the 
land of Nimrod.”  

Nimrod appears in Bible history as a strong personality with ruling 
powers (Genesis 10:8-9). The descriptions of him as a “mighty one” and “a 
mighty hunter before the Lord” bring a most significant truth to light if carefully 
studied. The common idea of a hunter cannot be applied here. This Nimrod was 
not a hunter in the fields, but he was a revolter, a tyrant, one who oppressed 
other men for his own gain. The phrase “mighty hunter before the Lord” can be 
better phrased as “a mighty rebel before the Lord.” He depicts a spirit of 
rebellious leadership.  

 
Various efforts have been made to equate Nimrod with personalities in 

Babylonian legends, but these often involve much assumptions and imagination. 
The biblical account seems to point to his ungodly leadership in the founding of 
a kingdom or empire that is contrary to the righteousness of God. Babylon 
certainly carried this spirit of Nimrod, for it is pictured in Scripture as a 
spiritually and morally evil kingdom. Some suggest that Nimrod could well have 
been the leader in the building of the Tower of Babel. He is sometimes accredited 
as being the founder of idolatry that is definitely in keeping with the picture this 
passage gives of him as a “rebellious” one. 
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SELF HELP TEST 
GENESIS, PART II 

From Adam to Abraham 
 
Give brief answers to the following questions: 
 
1.  The history of the human race from Creation to the call of Abraham spans a 

period of _____________________________________________ years or more. 
 
 
2.  God put Adam in the Garden of Eden to ____________________________ 

and_____________________________________________________________ it. 
 
 
3.  Adam was created for _____________________________________________. 
 
 
4.  Adam cut himself off from God by his own ____________________________. 
 
 
5.  The command or moral test God gave Adam in the Garden of Eden was to 

prove whether he would _______________________ to obey or disobey God. 
 
 
6.  Eve was made not out of Adam’s _________________________ to rule over 

him, nor from his ____________________________ to be trampled on by him, 
but out of his _____________________________________________________. 

 
 
7.  Who performed the first marriage that instituted the family as the 

foundation of society? _____________________________________________. 
 
 
8.  Satan apparently was first created as one of the_____________________. 

Give a reference: __________________________________________________. 
 
 
9.  When Satan first approached Eve (Genesis 3:1), he asked a question by 

which he_______________________________________________________. 
 
 
10.  Satan’s next move was boldly to call God a ___________________________. 
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11.  Satan’s statement in Genesis 3:5 implied that God was _______________ 

___________________________________________ good from His creatures. 
 
 
12.  We can observe Eve first listening to Satan, then ___________________ him, 

and finally ________________________________________ to his suggestion. 
 
 
13.  What was the first noticeable effect of the sin of Adam and Eve?___________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
14.  What four questions did God ask Adam and Eve after their sin? 
 a. _________________________________________________________________ 
 b. _________________________________________________________________ 
 c. _________________________________________________________________ 
 d. _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
15.  List five of the consequences of their sins: 
 a. ____________________________________________________. 
 b. ____________________________________________________. 
 c. ____________________________________________________. 
 d. ____________________________________________________. 
 e. ____________________________________________________. 
 
 
16.  In what chapter and verse of Genesis do we have a picture of the One who 

would redeem man?___________________________________________. 
 
 
17.  The Hebrew Elohim, translated “God” in the English version, denotes the 

___________________ and ________________________ of divine perfection. 
 
 
18.  Genesis 2:4 introduces the divine title _________________ translated 

_________________ in the English versions. This name is unique to 
_______________________________. 

 
 
19.  The first recorded events outside of Eden were the ___________________ 
  of ____________________________ and _______________________________. 
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20.  What Scripture implies that other sons and daughters were born to Adam 

and Eve? _________________________________________________________ 
 
 
21.  Hebrews 11:4 tells us that it was by ____________________________ that 

Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain. 
 
 
22.  What was Cain’s reaction to God’s disapproval of his offering? ___________ 
 __________________________________________________________________. 
 
 
23.  Cain refused God’s ________________________________________________. 
 
 
24.  What two penalties did Cain’s punishment involve? 
 a. __________________________________. 
 b. __________________________________. 
 
 
25.  In Cain’s family we see the picture of those who _______________________ 

__________________________________ God’s way. 
 
 
26.  In Seth’s family we see the picture of those who.________________________ 
 _________________________________ God’s way. 
 
 
27.  It is obvious that Cain’s wife was one of _____________________________. 
 
 
28.  Whose sons became the ancestors of those races of mankind that developed 

after the Flood?___________________________________________________. 
 
 
The Flood 
True or False: Circle the correct answer. 
 
29.  Wickedness increased greatly in the earth prior to the Flood. 
   True or False 
 
 
30.  The marriage of the “sons of God” with the “daughters of men” had no 

particular influence on humanity. 
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   True or False 
 
 
31.  After announcing judgment, God fixed a last period of grace for the 

repentance of mankind. 
   True or False 
 
 
32.  God does not tolerate man’s extreme wickedness indefinitely. 
   True or False 
 
 
33.  Amidst all the corruption, there was not one who met God’s approval. 
   True or False 
 
 
34.  Noah’s obedience to God’s orders was a result of his faith. 
   True or False 
 
 
35.  The New Testament has no references to Noah and the Flood. 
   True or False 
 
 
36.  Many aspects of the Flood must be assigned to God’s supernatural work. 
   True or False 
 
 
37.  The ark was approximately 450 feet long, 75 feet wide and 45 feet high if we 

use the 18-inch cubit. 
   True or False 
 
 
38.  The Lord commended Noah for his righteousness. 
   True or False 
 
 
39.  Noah took all the animals into the ark two by two. 
   True or False 
 
 
40.  Genesis 7:11 identifies a two-fold source of the waters that brought about 

the Flood. 
   True or False 
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41.  Noah was confined to the ark for one year and ten days. 
   True or False 
 
 
Events Following the Flood 
Give short answers to the following: 
 
42.  What was Noah’s first act after leaving the ark? ________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

43.  Define “covenant.” _________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
44.  In the covenant with Noah, what did God pledge? ______________________ 

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
45.  What institution did the covenant give to Noah to give to humanity? ______ 

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
46.  What was the visible, external proof of God’s covenant with Noah? _______ 

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
47.  How is Noah identified in the New Testament? _________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
48.  What was the twofold testimony of the Flood? _________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
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49.  How does the Bible describe the Flood in Noah’s day? ________________ 

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Birth of Nations 
Give brief answers. 
 
50.  What motivation marked those who resolved to build a city and tower? 

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
51.  How did God intervene in the project? ________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
52.  What does the term “Babel” signify? _________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
53.  To what does the multiplicity of language in the world testify? ___________ 

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
The Table of Nations 
 
54.  The Bible clearly shows that all the racial groups on earth descended from 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
Match the names on the list with the proper statements on the right. 
 
55.  _____ Sons of Japheth  a.  Located around the lower Euphrates   

  Valley and in the Nile Valley. 
56.  _____ Sons of Ham  b.  Caucasian people who settled principally 
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    in Europe. 
57.  _____ Sons of Shem  c.  Associated with Central Asia. 
 
 
Give brief answers. 
 
58. Micah 5:6 designates Babylon as the “Land of __________________________.” 
 
 
59. Nimrod was not a hunter in the fields, but he was a _______________________ 
 __________________________________________________________________. 
 
 
60. The biblical account of Nimrod seems to point to his _________________ 

________________________ leadership in the founding of a _____________ 
contrary to the __________________________ of God. 
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PART III 
THE PATRIARCHS 
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 A.  Joseph Sold into Egypt 
 B.  Joseph in Egypt 
 C.  Joseph and His Brethren 
 D.  The Death of Jacob and Joseph in Egypt 
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I.  THE CALL OF ABRAHAM 
Genesis 11:27-13:18 
 
 
Abraham 
 

Abraham is one of the most important characters in the Bible. He is 
possibly one of the best-known characters of ancient history. Jews, Christians, 
and Muslims venerate him. He is spoken of as being the father of all that believe 
(Romans 4:11).  

 
With Abraham we come to the third beginning in the Book of Genesis: the 

beginning of the nation of Israel. The importance of Abraham is seen by the fact 
that three-fourths of Genesis is taken up with the story of Abraham and the first 
three generations of his descendants. The first eleven chapters of Genesis deal 
with the entire human race, but from the twelfth chapter on, our attention is 
directed to one man and his descendants.  

 
His name was Abram, but God changed it to Abraham, which means 

“Father of a multitude” (Genesis 17:5).  
 
Abram is the only man in the Old Testament who is called “the friend of 

God.” Abram is the first man after the Fall of whom it is said that God 
“appeared” to him. God walked with Abel and Noah, but the Scriptures do not 
state that God “appeared” to them. God appeared to Abram many times, and 
this was the beginning of the theophanies of the Old Testament.  

 
Abram’s outstanding characteristics were his call out of idolatry, the 

revelation he received of the one true God, his faith in God and his obedience. 
 

A character study of this great man reveals: 
 

1.  Faith   4.  Courage 
2.  Obedience   5.  Separation 
3.  Unselfishness   6.  Prayerfulness 

 
The Genealogy of Abraham 
 

Genesis 11 gives us the genealogy of Abram, from Shem, the youngest son 
of Noah. Abram’s father was Terah, who lived in Ur in the country of Chaldea. It 
was here that Abram was born. Ur is not far from Babylon, and Abram’s call took 
place soon after the confusion of Babel. All of Abram’s family were idolaters.  

Abram had two brothers, Haran and Nahor. Haran died in Ur, but he had 
two sons and one daughter. The daughter, Milcah, married her uncle Nahor and 
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they became the grandparents of Laban and his sister, Rebekah, who later 
married Isaac. Laban was the father of Leah and Rachel, the wives of Jacob. One 
of Haran’s sons, Lot, accompanied his uncle Abram. 
 
Abraham’s Call 
 

Abram’s first call occurred while he was still at Ur, for the apostle Paul 
said, “The God of glory appeared unto our father Abraham, when he was in 
Mesopotamia before he dwelt in Charran” (Acts 7:2).  

 
 

 
 

 
Abram only partially obeyed this first call. There were three things God 

commanded him: 
 

1. Leave his own country 
2. Separate himself from his kindred 
3. Go to a land that God had promised him 

 
Abram obeyed the first, but he failed in the last two. He left Chaldea, but 

he took Terah, his father, and Lot, his nephew, with him. The name Terah means 
“delay.” Abraham was delayed about five years in Haran, which means 
“parched.”  
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It was not until after Terah’s death that Abram left Haran and journeyed 

south into Canaan. He was now seventy-five years old. When he reached 
Canaan, the Lord appeared to him again. We should note that there is no record 
of Abram receiving any further revelation from God until His call had been fully 
obeyed. At the first appearing, God promised to show him a land. Now that he 
had obeyed, God promised to give him this land (Genesis 12:7). This is a real 
lesson for us all. 
 
Abraham’s Second Failure 
 

When Abram reached Canaan, he did two things: 
 

1.  Pitched a tent 
2.  Built an altar 

 
These he did at Bethel, which means “the House of God.” “Pitching his 

tent” speaks to us that he was still a pilgrim in a strange land; “building an altar” 
speaks of worship. He had to obey the Lord and recognize that he was only a 
stranger and pilgrim before he could worship in a way acceptable to the Lord.  

 
If Abram had remained at Bethel, all would have been well. However, he 

continued toward the south. This southward direction led to Egypt.  
 
After arriving in the Land of Promise, a famine came. This test and trial 

came right after the blessing. Instead of waiting upon the Lord and seeking 
God’s will in prayer, Abram turned to a carnal solution and traveled into Egypt. 
He had traveled all the way from Chaldea by faith, but he now was unable to 
trust the Lord in a time of famine. One sin led to another. In Egypt he lied and 
lived a life of deception. As a result, he was rebuked by the sinners in the world.  

 
Abram traveled back north again to Bethel where he had pitched his tent 

and built the altar. Here Abram called on the name of the Lord (Genesis 13:4). Let 
us note that there was no altar in Egypt, for Abraham was out of communion 
with God. 
 
The Abrahamic Covenant 
 

God made a covenant with Abram (Genesis 15:18). We should remember 
the terms of this covenant: 

 
1.  Abram’s Part 

a.  Get thee out of thy country 
b.  And from thy kindred 
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c.  And from thy father’s house 
d.  Unto a land that I will show thee 
 

2.  God’s Part 
a.  I will make of thee a great nation 
b.  I will bless thee 
c.  And make thy name great 
d.  And thou shalt be a blessing 
e.  I will bless them that bless thee 
f.  And curse him that curseth thee 
g.  In thee shall all the nations of the earth be blessed 

 
 

II.  ABRAHAM AND LOT 
Genesis 13-20 
 
Abraham’s Nephew 
 

Lot was Abram’s nephew and had traveled with his uncle all the way 
from Ur in Chaldea. There is a great difference between these two men: 
 

1.  Abram had received a call; Lot was only accompanying him. 
2.  Abram walked by faith; Lot walked by sight. 
3.  Abram was generous; Lot was greedy and worldly. 
4.  Abram was a man of prayer; there is no record that Lot prayed. 
5.  Abram sought a city whose builder and maker is God; Lot chose a city 

built by man but destroyed by God. 
 
Lot’s Choice 
 

When a Christian goes back into the world, there is always a price that 
must be paid. Thus it was when Abram visited Egypt. Sarai brought back an 
Egyptian maid, Hagar, whose presence brought occasion for a great sin and 
subsequent trouble. Also, Abram came back from Egypt a wealthy man (Genesis 
13:2). It was this wealth that brought about a division between Abram and Lot 
and pierced them with many sorrows (I Timothy 6:10).  

 
Because of the increase in the number of cattle, strife arose among the 

herdsmen. Although Abram was the elder and could have settled the problem 
another way, he showed the true Christian’s attitude, for the Bible states, “As 
much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men” (Romans 12:18) and “And the 
servant of the Lord must not strive” (II Timothy 2:24). Abram did exactly as the 
Bible teaches. He told Lot to choose the land that he wanted. It was better to part 
in peace than to strive.  
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Lot’s choice revealed his character. He lifted up his eyes and looked 
(Genesis 13:10). He walked by sight, rather than by faith. His choice revealed that 
his heart was centered in material riches. He chose grass rather than grace. 
 

Let us note carefully Lot’s steps downward: 
 

1.  He lifted up his eyes and looked. 
2.  He chose all the plain of Jordan. 
3.  He separated himself from Abram. 
4.  He dwelt in the cities of the plain. 
5.  He pitched his tent toward Sodom. 
6.  He dwelt in Sodom (Genesis 14:12). 
7  He sat in its gate (Genesis 19:1). 
8.  His daughters married men of Sodom, and so on. 

 
Let us not overlook the fact of Lot’s responsibility in his choice. He had 

been given the right to choose. Therefore, if he wanted to pitch his tent toward 
Sodom, that was his right and privilege. But what right did he have to take with 
him his family, his herdsmen, and their families? A large group traveled to 
Sodom with Lot and lost their lives there. Lot was clearly responsible.  

 
Likewise, if a person chooses to live in sin and lose his soul in Hell, he has 

been given the right to choose and this is his rightful privilege. But what right 
does he have to take others with him? No one will ever go to Hell alone. 
 
The Battle of the Kings 
 

Lot moved with his family to Sodom to gain worldly possessions and riches. 
It was not long before he lost everything he possessed because he was in Sodom. 
He became involved in a battle between four heathen kings and five others. Lot had 
no business in being involved, but he was. Now that a time of crisis and need had 
arisen, Lot found himself helpless and powerless. This lack of power was directly 
due to his own compromise with the world. Power with God always comes 
through separation from the world and through fellowship with God.  

 
When Abram heard that Lot had been taken captive, he did not hesitate. 

He armed 318 servants and set out in bold pursuit. It was a distance of about 120 
miles before he overtook the four heathen kings and defeated them. Through his 
prompt action, great courage, and skillful leadership, he won the victory and 
delivered Lot. 

 
“And when Abram heard that his brother was taken captive. . .” (Genesis 

14:14). This Scripture tells us a great deal. Note that it is “brother” not “nephew.” 
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What should our action be when we hear that a “brother” has been taken captive 
by the enemy?  

 
Abram showed his complete separation from the world by refusing to 

accept anything of the spoils. He refused to accept even a thread or a shoelace. 
He would not be contaminated with anything out of Sodom. He refused to 
compromise. This was the secret of Abraham’s success. This was why he could 
overthrow the heathen kings, but Lot went down in defeat. 

 
Melchisedec 
 

Hebrews 7 gives a description of Melchisedec. We should take note of 
three things: 
 

1.  Melchisedec was greater than Abraham. 
2.  He was both priest and king. This dual role was contrary to God’s 

order until this took place in the person of Jesus. 
3.  He was the priest of the most high God. This meant he also knew the 

one true God. 
 
Tithing 
 

“And he gave him tithes of all” (Genesis 14:20). Here is the beginning of 
tithing. Tithing started with Abraham, which proves that it is not a legalistic act, 
but rather an act of faith. It is an act of faith, obedience, and worship, and a 
recognition of complete dependence upon Almighty God. 
 
Hagar 
 

Hagar was an Egyptian maid that Sarah had brought out of Egypt. The 
trouble that developed from having Hagar in the home was the result of their 
journey into Egypt.  

 
When Abram came into the land of Canaan at the age of seventy-five, God 

had given him a wonderful promise: “I will make of thee a great nation” 
(Genesis 12:2). Ten years had now passed and still Abram had no children. It is 
one thing to believe God and yet another thing to be able to wait upon God until 
the promise is fulfilled. Only too often we try to take things into our own hands 
and help God out. Abram was now eighty-five years old and Sarai decided that 
she had the answer. She gave Abram her maid, Hagar (Genesis 16:3).  

 
Adam transgressed by listening to Eve. Now we find Abram doing the 

same. The consequences of this act were soon evident. When Hagar learned that 
she had conceived, she was delighted and looked down upon her mistress. She 
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no longer was respectful and obedient and showed that she despised Sarai. 
When Sarai complained to Abram, he refused to accept the blame and left it 
completely up to Sarai to deal with Hagar.  

 
Hagar fled from the anger of her mistress into the wilderness. As we read 

this story, we again see the infinite grace of a merciful Savior as He appeared to 
Hagar by a fountain of water. The angel of the Lord was another theophany of 
God. The fountain of water speaks of the wells of salvation. The story speaks of a 
personal Savior having compassion upon and seeking an outcast who had no 
claim upon Him. Note the personal pronouns Thou and Me (Genesis 16:13). 
 
Ninety-nine Years of Age 
 

Abram was eighty-six years old when Ishmael was born. Thirteen years 
later God again appeared to Abram and renewed the covenant and the promise. 
The Lord revealed Himself as the “ALMIGHTY GOD” or “EL SHADDAI,” 
which brought the thought of the “SUFFICIENT GOD” (Genesis 17:1).  

 
At this appearance, God changed Abram’s name to Abraham. He also 

changed Sarai’s name to Sarah, for she was to be a mother of nations. The promise 
of a son was renewed. Abraham laughed, but it was a laugh of faith (Genesis 
17:17). This should be compared to Sarah’s laugh of unbelief (Genesis 18:13). At 
this time God instituted circumcision, which was a token of separation.  

 
Abraham made a very touching appeal for Ishmael (Genesis 17:18) and God 

promised to bless Ishmael and also make of him a very great nation. Abraham 
obeyed God and was circumcised at ninety-nine years of age and Ishmael was 
circumcised when he was thirteen years old. Shortly afterward the Lord appeared 
to Abraham while he sat in the tent door. This appearance was again a theophany 
and the Lord was accompanied by two angelic beings appearing in human form. 
Abraham entertained his three guests with true hospitality. It is interesting to note 
that the Lord and the two angelic beings ate food.  

 
They revealed to Abraham the fact that judgment was about to fall on 

Sodom. Abraham interceded for Sodom, beginning at fifty righteous souls, then 
forty-five, forty, thirty, twenty, and finally ten. Each time the Lord promised to 
spare Sodom if the stated number of righteous could be found. Let us examine 
carefully verse 19, “For I know him, that he will command his children.” This 
was one of the reasons why God trusted Abraham and confided in him. 
 
The Destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah 
 

Genesis 19 gives us the tragic stories of the judgment that fell upon Sodom 
and Gomorrah and the end of Lot’s life. We shall not comment on the sordid 
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story of the events that took place on that last night in Sodom. The degradation 
and perversion of Sodom is unmentionable. As Lot, his wife, and their two 
daughters were leaving Sodom, his wife looked back, not with mere curiosity, 
but with a desire to return. The daughters also revealed their sinful condition. 
Lot was responsible for all of this when he decided to pitch his tent toward 
Sodom. He himself was actually saved by the prayers of his uncle, Abraham. 
 
 

III.  ISAAC 
Genesis 21-26 
 
Isaac, the Promised Son 
 

Twenty-five years after the promise had been given, Isaac was born. 
Abraham was now one hundred years old; Sarah was ninety. Ishmael was 
fourteen.  

 
Isaac means “laughter.” Abraham laughed in faith and joy when the Lord 

confirmed the promise to him (Genesis 17:17). At first Sarah laughed in unbelief 
(Genesis 18:12), but later she laughed with true delight at the birth of Isaac. And 
Sarah said, “God hath made me to laugh, so that all that hear will laugh with 
me” (Genesis 21:6).  

 
Although Isaac lived longer than the other patriarchs, we have less 

written about him in the Bible. He died when he was 180 years old.  
 
Isaac was considerably different from his father Abraham. He was a 

gentle and peaceful man. His character is clearly seen in his submission on 
Mount Moriah. As Abraham was the man of the “altar,” Isaac was the man of the 
“well.” As Abraham’s life speaks to us of Calvary, Isaac’s life points us forward 
to Pentecost. Isaac left wells of water wherever he went. He even reopened wells 
that enemies had stopped and the water flowed again (Genesis 26:18). 
 
 
 
 
God’s Provision for Ishmael 
 

Isaac was circumcised when he was eight days old (Genesis 21:4). 
According to Eastern custom, Isaac was weaned when he was three to five years 
old. When he was weaned, Abraham made a great feast to celebrate the occasion. 

 
Ishmael was now about seventeen years of age. Very likely up to this 

time, he had been a very wonderful son, but now his true character was 
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revealed; he was keenly disappointed and very jealous. He began to mock 
Isaac. The mockery is called persecution in Galatians 4:29. Naturally, Sarah 
resented this and acted accordingly.  

 
The conflict between Ishmael and Isaac is a type of the conflict between 

the flesh and the Spirit. The flesh lusts against the Spirit. Another lesson we may 
learn here is that the true nature and character of the flesh is not revealed until 
we are born of the Spirit. It is then revealed just how mean and vile the flesh is.  

 
Naturally, Abraham was greatly distressed when Sarah insisted that Hagar 

and her son be cast out. God comforted Abraham and promised to make of 
Ishmael a great nation because he was the seed of Abraham. God provided for 
Ishmael by leading Hagar to a well of water. Ishmael married a wife out of Egypt, 
the same nationality as his mother. This Egyptian wife was the mother of twelve 
sons who became princes. They eventually formed the chief element of the Arab 
nations. The conflict that began in the tent of Abraham is still going on today.  

 
Ishmael was present at the burial of his father, Abraham (Genesis 25:9). 

Ishmael died at the age of 137 (Genesis 25:17). 
 
Abraham’s Greatest Test 
 

“And it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt 
Abraham” (Genesis 22:1). 

 
The word tempt means to “test” or “prove” (James 1:12-15). Abraham 

had been tested by God on many occasions, but his greatest test took place on 
Mount Moriah.  

 
Mount Moriah is located within the city walls of Jerusalem, and is the same 

location where David sacrificed on the threshing floor of Araunah. Ten centuries 
after the offering of Isaac, the Temple of Solomon was built on the same site.  

 
For twenty-five years Abraham had waited and believed God for the 

promised son, Isaac. Now God was requiring him to offer up the very object of 
his faith. This was the greatest trial of his faith. “And Abraham rose up early in the 
morning” (Genesis 22:3). Abraham immediately obeyed God. There was no 
argument or delay. Faith conquered his love for Isaac, natural reason, and unbelief.  

 
The scene that took place on Mount Moriah is one of the clearest types 

found in the Old Testament: 
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1.  The two young men represent the two thieves crucified with Jesus, but 
who were not permitted to witness exactly what took place because of 
the three hours of darkness. 

 
2.  Isaac carrying the wood points forward to Jesus carrying the cross. 
 
3.  Isaac’s submission is a type of Christ’s submission. Let us note that if 

Isaac could have carried the wood, he could have resisted his aged 
father. 

 
4.  The type passes from Isaac to the ram, teaching substitution. At this 

point, Isaac becomes a type of sinners, bound, unable to help 
themselves, with the knife of divine justice suspended over them.  

 
“And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burn 

offering” (Genesis 22:8). These words of Abraham tell us that God would provide 
the lamb and that the lamb was “for himself.” Nothing of man could meet the 
divine requirements. The “Lamb” would be provided by God and for God.  

 
In Hebrews 11:17-19 we read that Abraham believed that God would at 

once raise Isaac from the dead. This fact is brought in his words to the young 
men, “I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you” 
(Genesis 22:5). This faith was remarkable because there had not been a 
resurrection before this time. At this point, we have one of the most beautiful of 
our Lord’s titles introduced: Jehovah-Jireh, “The Lord will provide.” 

 
A Bride for Isaac 
 

Genesis 24 contains one of the most beautiful stories that we can read. 
 

Abraham’s concern that Isaac should not marry a young woman from the 
heathen nations around him strongly teaches the truth of separation from the 
world and just how wrong it is for a Christian to marry an unbeliever. Israel also 
got into trouble when intermarriage took place with the heathen nations.  

 
The faithful servant is a type of the Holy Spirit seeking out a bride for 

Christ. Rebekah is a type of the church, the bride of Christ. The gifts presented 
are the gifts of the Spirit. As her relatives tried to delay her departure for ten 
days, so the world tries to have the church procrastinate and put off salvation.  

 
The final decision had to be Rebekah’s. Only she could decide. So it is that 

every sinner coming to Christ must make his own decision and say, “I will go” 
(Genesis 24:58). The long weary camel ride is a type of the church’s pilgrimage 
on earth.  
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Rebekah was the granddaughter of Nahor, the brother of Abraham. Her 

father, Bethuel, was a first cousin to Isaac. Isaac was forty years old when he 
married Rebekah and was sixty years old when the twin sons, Esau and Jacob, 
were born. 
 
The Well Digger 
 

“And Isaac dwelt in Gerar” (Genesis 26:6). 
 

Genesis 26 tells us how Isaac repeated the sin of his father by lying about 
his wife and saying that she was his sister. In the time of famine, he started for 
Egypt, but he listened to God and remained in Palestine. However, during this 
time he dwelt in the land of the Philistines.  

 
Isaac was a man of peace and did his utmost to live at peace with his 

neighbors. Because of this, he was constantly on the move, digging new wells. 
Wherever Isaac went, he left behind him a well of water. What a lesson is there 
for us today to do our utmost to live at peace with our neighbors and dig for 
them wells of living water. 
 
 

IV.  JACOB AND ESAU 
 
The Twins 
 

When Isaac was sixty years old, Rebekah gave birth to twin sons. They 
named the first one to be born Esau, which means “hairy.” The younger one 
reached out and took hold of Esau’s heel and therefore was named Jacob, which 
means “supplanter.” Later Jacob showed that he deserved his name, for his 
character was subtle and he proved to be a deceiver.  

 
In spite of Jacob’s deceptive nature, God loved him. God loved Jacob and 

hated Esau. Romans 9:13 clearly states: “As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but 
Esau have I hated.” Why was this? God is no respecter of persons (Acts 10:34). 
There must be a reason why God hated Esau but loved Jacob. The reason was 
that Esau did not know the value of spiritual and eternal blessings and lived 
wholly for the natural; Jacob knew the value of eternal blessings. Esau was 
carnally minded; Jacob was spiritually minded.  

 
Esau was a cunning hunter and a man of the field. Only two men are 

called “hunters” in the Scriptures—Nimrod and Esau. That Esau is linked to 
Nimrod in this respect is significant. “The field is the world” (Matthew 13:38). 
That Esau was a man of the field would tell us that he was a man of the world.  
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Jacob was a plain man dwelling in tents. The word plain comes from a 

Hebrew word meaning “perfect, upright.” That Jacob dwelt in tents speaks of his 
spiritual nature, signifying that he was only a pilgrim in this world. 
 
The Birthright Sold by Esau 
 

“Thus Esau despised his birthright” (Genesis 25:34). 
 

The birthright was a most cherished possession. It was a spiritual heritage 
and gave the right of being the priest of the family.  

 
Hebrews 12:16 describes Esau as being a “profane” person. He was 

profane because he despised his birthright. To him the birthright was of little 
value. Esau came from the field hungry and faint. He had hunted but returned 
empty handed. Such it always is in the world. There is nothing in the world to 
meet man’s spiritual needs and he always returns empty handed.  

 
Esau was wholly concerned with the gratification of the appetites of the 

flesh. Jacob undoubtedly had been waiting for this opportunity and bought the 
birthright for one morsel of meat. Esau thought he would die if he did not eat, but, 
like Adam and Eve in the Garden, he did die when he ate. 
 
The Deception of Rebekah and Jacob 
 

In Genesis 27 we read the story of how Jacob received the blessing by 
wrong means. Sometimes people feel justified in using wrong means to gain a 
good end. However, the end never justifies the means. Wrong is always wrong, 
and there is always a penalty to be paid.  

 
In the story presented here, every member of the family was at fault. Isaac 

was old and his eyes had begun to fail. However, he was not near death, for he 
lived forty more years. Because of this favoritism for Esau, he wanted him to 
have the blessing. Isaac was aware of God’s will (Genesis 25:23), but he wanted to 
thwart God’s plan. Also, Isaac loved the venison Esau brought him and he might 
have been partly motivated by his desire to have another good meal. Undoubtedly, 
he thought that if he blessed Esau, the matter would be taken care of.  

 
Rebekah was a match for her husband. She knew that she had to act 

quickly. She influenced Jacob to enter into the deception. Jacob showed his true 
character. Instead of being shocked and refusing to sin, he was only concerned 
with the potential terrible consequences. When Rebekah assured him that she 
would take the curse if any and suffer the consequences, Jacob was quite willing 
to carry out the plot.  
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In the blessing pronounced upon Jacob, he was made lord over his 

brother. Anyone who cursed him would be cursed, and those who blessed him 
would be blessed.  

 
When Isaac discovered the deception, he trembled very exceedingly 

(Genesis 27:33). This was because he knew he had been trying to overthrow 
God’s plan, but that God had overruled and had not permitted it. It certainly 
does not pay to fight against the will of God.  

 
Esau’s reaction was what could be expected. He was angry and keenly 

disappointed. His plea for a blessing was heart-rending and tragic. “Esau lifted 
up his voice, and wept” (Genesis 27:38). What a tragic scene! Apparently now 
Esau had begun to learn the value of spiritual blessings, but it was too late. He 
could not change his father’s mind or undo what Isaac had done. Some things 
simply cannot be changed by repentance. Esau paid bitterly for this wrong.  

 
Jacob also paid for his sin. He had deceived his father and he in turn was 

to be deceived and cheated by his uncle Laban. Rebekah also paid dearly, for she 
had led her favorite son into sin and suggested that Jacob leave in order to escape 
Esau’s anger. Little did she know that Jacob would be gone for twenty years and 
she would never see him again. 
 
Bethel 
 

Genesis 28 records the story of Bethel.  
 
Isaac blessed Jacob and sent him to Haran to find a wife. Both Isaac and 

Rebekah had been distressed because Esau had taken two heathen wives 
(Genesis 26:35). Also, Rebekah had heard Esau threaten to kill Jacob as soon as 
Isaac died. Therefore, Rebekah influenced Isaac and they sent Jacob away.  

 
They instructed Jacob to travel north to the land of Padan-Aram where 

Haran was located that he might find a wife in his mother’s family.  
 
When night came, Jacob lay down in the open to sleep. He took some 

stones for his pillow. He must have been weary, lonely, and somewhat fearful. 
Unlike Esau, he was not a man of the field. This might have been his first 
experience of sleeping alone in the open. Certainly, Jacob was in a condition that 
he needed help and encouragement.  

 
During the night the Lord appeared to Jacob and spoke to him through a 

dream in which Jacob saw a ladder set up on earth and reaching to Heaven. Jesus 
verified this truth in John 1:51.  
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The Lord revealed Himself to Jacob and renewed the promise made to 

Abraham and Isaac concerning the land. He then gave Jacob a fourfold assurance: 
 

1.  I am with thee. 
2. I will keep thee. 
3.  I will bring thee again to this land. 
4.  I will not leave thee. 

 
The dream left a great impression upon Jacob. He erected a memorial and 

changed the name of the place to Bethel, which means “the House of God.” He 
made a vow to the Lord that is typical of his character. He bargained with God 
and laid down certain conditions for God to meet. If these were met, then Jacob 
promised to keep his side of the bargain: 
 

1.  The Lord should be his God. 
2.  This stone should be God’s house. 
3.  He would tithe. 

 
Although this was a wonderful spiritual experience, Jacob still had much 

to learn. 
 
 

V.  JACOB BECOMES ISRAEL 
Genesis 29-36 
 
Jacob at Padan-Aram 
 

The spiritual experience Jacob had at Bethel encouraged him greatly. In 
Hebrew the first verse of Genesis 29 reads, “Then Jacob lifted up his feet.” The 
heaviness was now gone and he went on his way light-heartedly. It was some 
five hundred miles from Beersheba to Padan-Aram and the long journey seemed 
to be uneventful.  

 
Note the difference between Jacob and Abraham’s servant as he 

approached Haran. Abraham’s servant prayed and sought God for guidance. But 
there is no mention of prayer with Jacob; instead he consulted shepherds.  

 
It was not by chance that Rachel came to the well just when she did. God 

had the meeting prearranged; the meeting was of divine appointment. It was 
love at first sight with Jacob.  
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Here we see another side of Jacob’s character. He rolled away the stone, 
watered the sheep, kissed Rachel, and burst into tears. We find that Jacob 
possessed a warmth of natural feeling that was not revealed until now.  

 
Although Laban gladly welcomed Jacob, he let him know almost 

immediately that he expected Jacob to work and serve him while Jacob remained 
there. The question of wages was raised and Jacob agreed to work seven years 
for Rachel. Jacob loved Rachel so much that the seven years seemed to be but a 
few days (Genesis 29:20).  

 
We now come to the treachery of Laban. The principle that whatsoever a 

man sows that shall he also reap is certainly seen here. Jacob had deceived his 
father, and now he was deceived by his father-in-law. In Jacob’s deception he, 
the younger, had taken the place of the elder; now the elder, Leah, took the place 
of the younger. Because of this, Jacob agreed to serve Laban for another seven 
years. This tells us much about Jacob’s character. 
 
The Twelve Sons 
 

Because Jacob’s twelve sons became the patriarchs of the twelve tribes of 
Israel, Bible students should be familiar with the names of the sons, their 
mothers, and the meaning of each name. The significance of these names and the 
reason the mothers named them tell us much about the tribes that descended 
from them. 
 

 Name  Meaning  Mother 
1.  Reuben  See, a son!  Leah 
2.  Simeon  One that hears  Leah 
3.  Levi  Joined  Leah 

 4.  Judah  Praise  Leah 
 5.  Dan  Judgment  Bilhah* 
 6.  Naphtali  Wrestling  Bilhah* 
 7.  Gad  Troop or Company  Zilpah• 
 8.  Asher  Happy  Zilpah• 
 9.  Issachar  Hire  Leah 
 10.  Zebulon  Dwelling  Leah 
 11.  Joseph  Adding  Rachel 
 12.  Benjamin  Son of my right hand  Rachel 
 *Rachel’s maid    •Leah’s maid 
 
Jacob at Peniel 
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After Jacob had spent twenty years at Haran, his prosperity caused envy 
among the sons of Laban. The Lord spoke to Jacob to return to Canaan. Jacob set 
out without telling Laban, and Laban pursued him for seven days.  

 
Laban accused Jacob of stealing his gods. Jacob did not know that Rachel 

had taken them. Rachel had retained her idolatry and at this time she deceived 
her own father.  

 
Jacob accused Laban that he had changed his wages ten times during the 

twenty years. Finally, the two men became reconciled, made a covenant, and 
erected a memorial. Laban kissed his daughters, blessed them, and returned home.  

 
Soon Jacob learned that he was facing trouble. He had made peace with his 

father-in-law, but now he heard that his brother Esau was coming to meet him with 
four hundred men. Jacob was afraid and his need was great. Jacob sent peace 
offerings and presents for Esau, thinking they would appease his brother (Genesis 
32:20). Finally, he sent his wives and children ahead and he was left alone.  

 
At this time Jacob had one of his greatest spiritual experiences. “And 

Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the 
day” (Genesis 32:24). The man who wrestled with Jacob was a theophany of God. 
We should note that it was not Jacob wrestling with the angel, but the angel with 
him. Jacob’s resistance had to be overcome and his opposition broken down. 
Finally, Jacob realized his helplessness, ceased to strive, and began to cling. Then 
came the blessing, a new power, and a new name. His name was changed from 
Jacob to “Israel,” for he had power with God and had prevailed.  

 
Jacob named the place “Peniel,” for he had seen God face to face and his 

life had been preserved. Jacob had “prayed through” and was now ready for the 
trial that lay ahead. 
 
 
 
Back to Bethel 
 

For twenty long years Jacob had nursed a guilty conscience. He dreaded 
and feared meeting his brother. However, after Peniel, Jacob was a changed man. 
He had been taught to surrender and cling to God instead of relying upon his 
own ability. He was now ready to meet Esau.  

 
Jacob passed over the Brook Jabbok and rejoined his family. Almost at 

once he saw Esau coming with four hundred men. Jacob only had time to 
arrange his family, placing in the rear those whom he loved the most.  
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As he drew near to Esau, he bowed to the ground seven times. He seemed 
so anxious to impress Esau that he was willing to be subordinate to him. The 
brothers met and the reconciliation appeared to be genuine. However, Jacob was 
quite hypocritical. He was chiefly interested in appeasing Esau’s wrath and 
winning the safety of himself and his family.  

 
Esau offered to escort Jacob on his way home. Jacob revealed his old 

nature of suspicion and distrust. He made many excuses and promised Esau he 
would follow, but he was planning otherwise. The dust of Esau’s party had 
hardly settled over the horizon when Jacob started traveling in the opposite 
direction. Instead of going southeast, he went directly opposite, northwest. The 
falsehood was absolutely inexcusable. This shows us that Jacob needed still 
another experience with God.  

 
Because Jacob did not travel on to Bethel, he had to suffer some very bitter 

experiences. He made his home for a time at Succoth and then moved to the city 
of Shechem. He bought property and settled quite close to the Canaanites. He 
followed the example of Lot, who pitched his tent toward Sodom for material 
gain, and as a result experienced trouble and heartache with his family. Jacob’s 
only daughter, Dinah, was ruined. The treachery and cruelty of his sons cannot 
be excused. Jacob’s rebuke of his sons was very weak (Genesis 34:30). He thought 
only of his own reputation and safety. The lesson teaches that a father cannot 
reprove his children unless his own life has been right.  

 
God again spoke to Jacob, and he was now ready to return to Bethel. It had 

been ten years since his experience with God at Peniel, but all this time Bethel was 
only thirty miles away. Here at Bethel they cleansed themselves from all the idols 
they had gathered over the years. God renewed His covenant to Jacob.  

 
Shortly afterward, Benjamin was born and Rachel died in childbirth. 

 
 

VI.  JOSEPH AND HIS BRETHREN 
 
Joseph Sold into Egypt 
 

Joseph was the elder son of Rachel. He was five or six years old when his 
father left Padan-Aram. Therefore, he escaped some of the years of jealousy and 
deceit that had taken place there. While his brothers had been influenced by the 
old Jacob, Joseph had been raised under the influence of the new Jacob or 
“Israel.” When we begin to study Joseph, we are introduced to him at seventeen 
years of age.  
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Joseph’s brothers hated him and his dreams intensified that hatred. Yet 
Joseph is one of the finest characters in the Old Testament. His moral purity and 
upright life must have been a great rebuke of his brethren.  

 
In Genesis 37 we have the story of Joseph being sold into Egypt. Joseph 

being hated and betrayed by his own brothers and being sold for twenty pieces 
of silver is a type of Jesus Christ being sold for thirty pieces of silver.  

 
Why was it necessary that Joseph go to Egypt? Years later when Joseph 

revealed himself to his brothers, he said, “And God sent me before you to preserve 
you a posterity in the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance. So now 
it was not you that sent me hither, but God” (Genesis 45:7-8).  

 
What was God’s purpose in sending Joseph into Egypt? The reason 

commonly accepted is that Joseph was sent into Egypt to save the lives of his 
family during the famine. However, the purpose of God was greater than this. If 
we read the sordid story recorded in Genesis 38, we may understand just why it 
was absolutely necessary for Joseph to be sold into Egypt. The contamination 
and spiritual pollution that was experienced by Jacob and his family’s association 
with the Canaanites had to be stopped. A separation was necessary. Egypt was 
essential to the purity of the family of Jacob. 

 
Let us note that in the deception of Joseph’s brothers to their father, Jacob 

again was reaping exactly what he sowed. 
 
Joseph in Egypt 
 

Joseph’s first great test was the hatred and treachery of his own brothers. 
However, this was only the beginning. Slavery and imprisonment awaited him 
in Egypt. Joseph came through every trial and test. His conduct and life in Egypt 
were without fault. He had many reasons to give in to bitterness. He must have 
experienced loneliness, homesickness, distress, and discouragement, but through 
it all he kept true to his convictions.  

 
Joseph was sold as a slave to Potiphar and here he met a great temptation. 

Joseph was described as being a “goodly person, and well favoured” (Genesis 
39:6). Potiphar’s wife desired him and tried to seduce him. Undoubtedly, Joseph 
was tempted, but he did not yield in the slightest degree. His strong stand for 
moral purity speaks to us of strength of character and true convictions. Joseph 
stood for the principle that all sin is an attack against God. The secret of his 
victory lay in the question he asked Potiphar’s wife, “How then can I do this 
great wickedness, and sin against God?” (Genesis 39:9). When this sinful woman 
took hold of Joseph, we again find the secret of this victory—he fled. We are 
instructed to “flee fornication.” There are times that we had better not even stop 
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to pray, for in those moments we had better have our praying done. At those 
times, there is only one thing to do: run for your life.   
 

Through the slavery, temptation, and slander that followed, Joseph was 
victorious. Even after he was thrown into prison, he prospered for the Lord was 
with him. Four times Genesis 39 states that the Lord was with Joseph. Both the 
house of Potiphar and the prison prospered, for the Lord blessed Potiphar and 
the keeper of the prison “for Joseph’s sake” (Genesis 39:5, 22).  

 
Two men, the chief of the butlers and the chief of the bakers, were in 

prison. Each of these men had dreams that Joseph interpreted. In each case the 
interpretation came true. The butler was pardoned; the baker was executed.  

 
After this incident came two full years of waiting that must have been a real 

test. Finally, Pharaoh had two dreams, which none of the magicians of Egypt could 
interpret. The butler remembered Joseph and they brought him to Pharaoh.  

 
Now came Joseph’s promotion and elevation to the second most powerful 

office in the country. With this honor and heavy responsibility came Joseph’s 
greatest temptation. Many men can keep humble, spiritual, and prayerful during 
adversity only to lose out when honor and wealth come. We find that Joseph did 
not allow the honor to go to his head, but he remained upright and true. God 
was still with him in the administration of a great country. 
 
Joseph and His Brethren 
 

We shall not attempt to study the story of the reconciliation of Joseph and 
his brothers in detail. However, let us examine a few of the spiritual highlights.  

 
After twenty years had passed since Joseph had been sold into Egypt, his 

ten brothers came to him to buy corn. They bowed before him with their faces to 
the earth. Thus was Joseph’s dream fulfilled (Genesis 42:6). To test his brothers, 
he treated them harshly and accused them of being spies. To prove them further, 
he kept Simeon bound as a hostage and demanded that they bring Benjamin 
with them on their next visit.  

 
Genesis 42:21-23 is very significant, for it tells us the brothers’ guilty 

conscience still troubled them after twenty years. Their father Jacob had nursed a 
guilty conscience for twenty years. Now they had carried this guilt for the same 
length of time. The recognition of their guilt showed that considerable change 
had taken place in these men. 

 
On their second journey, Judah stood surety for Benjamin (Genesis 43:8-9). 

Judah’s intercession for Benjamin gave Joseph all the proof he needed, for 
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Judah’s plea to take Benjamin’s place in order to spare his aged father further 
anguish melted Joseph’s heart. He dismissed all Egyptians from his presence and 
with much emotion made himself known to his brothers. It was a beautiful 
reconciliation and a very happy ending to a tragic and wicked act. It was entirely 
due to the grace of God and the fact that He overruled human machinations and 
accomplished His will.  

 
Judah asked Joseph, “How shall I go up to my father, and the lad be not 

with me?” (Genesis 44:34). This question is one that we all should ask if we have 
loved ones unsaved. 
 
The Death of Jacob and Joseph in Egypt 
 

When Jacob was 130 years of age, he went down to Egypt and rejoiced to 
see Joseph again. He was introduced to Pharaoh and lived in Egypt for another 
seventeen years. He died at the age of 147 years. Before his death, he blessed his 
sons and prophesied concerning each one. After his death, his body was 
embalmed. Joseph and his brothers carried their father back to Canaan for burial.  

 
Joseph died when he was 110 years of age. His body was embalmed, but it 

remained in Egypt until the Exodus (Exodus 13:19; Hebrews 11:22).  
 
Before we conclude our study, we must mention the two sons of Joseph 

born of a Gentile mother, Ephraim and Manasseh. Each of these became a tribe of 
Israel and many times are mentioned instead of their father. 
  



Genesis | 115 
 

SELF HELP TEST 
GENESIS, PART III 

Patriarchs 
 
 
The Call of Abraham 
True or False: Circle the correct answer. 
 
1.  Abraham is spoken of in Scripture as being the father of all that believe. 
   True or False 
 
 
2.  Abram is the only man in the Old Testament who is called “The friend of 

God.” 
   True or False 
 
 
3.  All of Abram’s family were believers in the true God. 
   True or False 
 
 
4.  Abram’s father was Terah, who lived in Ur. 
   True or False 
 
 
5.  Abram fully obeyed the three things God commanded him in his first call. 
   True or False 
 
 
6.  In Egypt Abram lied and lived a life of deception. 
   True or False 
 
 
7.  In God’s covenant with Abram, God promised him that in him all nations of 

the earth would be blessed. 
   True or False 
 
 
Abraham and Lot 
 
8.  Abram and Lot both received identical calls from God. 
   True or False 
9.  Lot was greedy and worldly. 
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   True or False 
 
 
10.  Lot’s choice revealed that his heart was centered in God. 
   True or False 
 
 
11.  Lot only hurt himself by the choice he made. 
   True or False 
 
 
12.  Power with God always comes through separation from the world and 

fellowship with God. 
   True or False 
 
 
13.  Tithing started with Abraham as an act of faith. 
   True or False 
 
 
Give Brief Answers 
 
14.  How old was Abram when Ishmael was born? _________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
15.  El Shaddai has reference to God being ________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
16.  God instituted circumcision to be a token of ____________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
17.  God promised to make of Israel a ____________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
  
 
18.  What revelation did God give to Abraham regarding Sodom?_____________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
19.  One of the reasons God confided in Abraham and trusted in him was 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
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20.  How was Lot actually saved from Sodom’s destruction? _________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Isaac 
Multiple Choice: Circle the letter of the correct answer. 
 
21.  The name “Isaac” means 
 a. friend 
 b. altar 
 c. laughter 
 
 
22.  When the Bible says “God did tempt Abraham,” it means 
 a. God lured him into sin 
 b. God tested to prove him 
 c. God used Satan to deceive him 
 
 
23.  In reference to the offering up of Isaac, Abraham 
 a. did not believe he would have to offer Isaac 
 b. believed that God would raise Isaac from the dead 
 c. believed God would provide another sacrifice 
 
 
Identify the characters listed on the left with the statements on the right 
 
24.  _____ Rebekah  a. despised his birthright 
25.  _____ Bethuel   b. father of Rebekah 
26.  _____ Isaac   c. a type of the bride of Christ 
27.  _____ Jacob   d. a well digger 
28.  _____ Esau   e. deceived his father and received the blessing 
 
 
Jacob Becomes Israel 
True or False: Circle the correct answer. 
 
29.  Jacob agreed to work and serve Laban for seven years to have Leah for his wife. 
   True or False 
30.  Jacob served Laban for fourteen years to have Rachel for his wife. 
   True or False 
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31.  Jacob’s twelve sons became the patriarchs of the twelve tribes of Israel. 
   True of False 
 
 
32.  Jacob stole the gods of Laban. 
   True or False 
 
 
33.  When Jacob was left alone he wrestled with an angel. 
   True or False 
 
 
34.  Jacob’s name was changed to Israel. 
   True or False 
 
 
35.  Rachel died in childbirth. 
   True or False 
 
 
Joseph and His Brothers 
Give brief answers. 
 
36.  When we are introduced to Joseph, he was _________________ years of age. 
 
 
37.  Egypt was essential to the _______________________ of the family of Jacob. 
 
 
38.  When Potiphar’s wife tempted Joseph he _____________________________. 
 
 
39.  How many times is it stated in Genesis 39 that “the Lord was with Joseph?” 

___________________________________________________________________. 
 
 
40.  How were Joseph’s dreams of Genesis 37:5-11 fulfilled? __________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
41.  Whose plea really melted Joseph’s heart? ______________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
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42.  How did Joseph make himself known to his brothers? ___________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
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Personal Study Notes 
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PART IV 
THE DISPENSATIONAL DIVISIONS 

OF THE SCRIPTURES 
 
 

Darline Kantola Royer 
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OUTLINE 
 
 I.  Definition 
 
 II.  A Preview of the Seven Dispensations 

 A.  Time Lapse 
 B.  Characteristics 
 C.  Man’s Responsibility 
 D.  Man’s Failure 
 E.  Judgment 
 F.  Moral Condition 
 G.  Divine Mercy 

 
III. First Dispensation: Innocence 

 A.  Time Lapse 
 B.  Characteristics 
 C.  Man’s Responsibility 
 D.  Man’s Failure 
 E.  Judgment 
 F.  Moral Condition 
 G.  Divine Mercy 

 
 IV.  Second Dispensation: Conscience (With Knowledge) 

 A.  Time Lapse 
 B.  Characteristics 
 C.  Man’s Responsibility 
 D.  Man’s Failure 
 E.  Judgment 
 F.  Moral Condition 
 G.  Divine Mercy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 V.  Third Dispensation: Human Government 
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 A.  Time Lapse 
 B.  Characteristics 
 C.  Man’s Responsibility 
 D.  Man’s Failure 
 E.  Judgment 
 F.  Moral Condition 
 G.  Divine Mercy 

 
 VI.  Fourth Dispensation: Promise 

 A.  Time Lapse 
 B.  Characteristics 
 C.  Man’s Responsibility 
 D.  Man’s Failure 
 E.  Judgment 
 F.  Moral Condition 
 G.  Divine Mercy 

 
 VII.  Fifth Dispensation: Law 

 A.  Time Lapse 
 B.  Characteristics 
 C.  Man’s Responsibility 
 D.  Man’s Failure 
 E.  Judgment 
 F.  Moral Condition 
 G.  Divine Mercy 

 
VIII.  Sixth Dispensation: Grace (The Church Age) 

 A.  Time Lapse 
 B.  Characteristics 
 C.  Man’s Responsibility 
 D. Man’s Failure 
 E.  Judgment 
 F.  Moral Condition 
 G.  Divine Mercy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 IX.  Seventh Dispensation: The Kingdom (The Millennium) 

 A.  Time Lapse 
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 B.  Characteristics 
 C.  Man’s Responsibility 
 D.  Man’s Failure 
 E.  Judgment 
 F.  Moral Condition 
 G.  Divine Mercy 

 
 X.  A Summary of the Dispensations 

 A.  Man’s Falling Away 
 B.  Sacrifice 
 C.  Salvation 
 D.  Presence of God Manifest to Men 
 E.  Program of Iniquity 
 F.  World Crisis 

 
 XI.  The Importance of Dispensational Truth 

 A.  Rightly Divide the Word of Truth 
 B.  Dispensational Truth 
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Personal Study Notes 
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I.  DEFINITION 
 

Some natural divisions of the Scriptures begin to appear in the Book of 
Genesis. We take note of these now to provide a better understanding of God’s 
revelation to humanity. A study of Bible history reveals a sequence of seven 
dispensations.  

 
The term dispensation is used to designate a period of time during which 

God deals with people in a particular way concerning sin and their 
responsibility. Some dispensations are short, others long. The Bible does not 
explicitly label each dispensation, but a careful study reveals their sequence. The 
seven dispensations are simply God’s plan for the ages. One must understand 
dispensational truth to understand God’s dealings with humankind. 
 
 
II.  A PREVIEW OF THE SEVEN DISPENSATIONS 
 

The events in Genesis cover the first four dispensations: Innocence, 
Conscience, Human Government, and Promise. The first eleven chapters of Genesis 
record the first three dispensations. The fourth dispensation begins with Abraham 
and extends to the giving of the Law at Sinai. The fifth dispensation (Law) continues 
through the Old Testament. The sixth dispensation (Grace) covers the events of the 
New Testament and will extend until Christ’s second coming. The seventh 
dispensation (the Kingdom) is before us and will bring in the millennial kingdom 
on earth and God’s fulfillment of His promise. 

 
A study of the seven dispensations provides a revelation of God’s will for 

humanity. Definite failure on a person’s part marks the first three dispensations, 
with humanity going its own way. In each of the last four dispensations we see 
God’s design to bring a Savior to the world. In the Dispensation of Promise, the 
nation through which the Messiah would come is promised blessing. In the 
Dispensation of the Law, the people of that nation are shown their need of a 
Savior through their inability to keep the Law. In the Dispensation of Grace, the 
Savior appears to bring the offer of salvation to the world. In the Dispensation of 
the Kingdom, the Messiah will reign over the kingdom, the fulfillment of the 
promises given in the fourth dispensation.  

 
In each dispensation, people are given a specific test or responsibility. As a 

whole, humanity fails. Because of humanity’s failure, each dispensation ends in 
judgment. Yet each dispensation contains an aspect of divine mercy. 

 
 
 

III.  FIRST DISPENSATION: INNOCENCE 
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The length of this dispensation is unknown. It lasted from the creation of 
Adam to the Fall (Genesis 1:16-2:25).  

 
The dispensation was characterized by Adam and Eve in their unfallen 

state of innocence when they knew neither good nor evil, but were free to choose 
between the two if the choice should be placed before them. Adam was not 
righteous because he did not choose evil; he was not corrupt because he did not 
choose good.  

 
During this time, Adam and Eve were responsible to be faithful and 

replenish the earth (Genesis 1:28). They were to abstain completely from eating 
of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil (Genesis 2:8-9, 16-17). They were to 
take care of the Garden of Eden (Genesis 2:15). They were also responsible to 
choose whether they would believe God or the words of Satan.  

 
Adam and Eve chose to believe Satan and eat of the forbidden fruit. Doing 

so, they failed to believe and obey God’s Word. As a result, judgment fell upon 
Satan, the woman, the earth, and man. Adam and Eve’s condition was perfect 
until sin was committed.  

 
God gave a promise of a future One who would bruise the serpent’s head. 

The term “seed of woman” denotes the virgin birth of Christ. Notice that Genesis 
3:15 is the first verse of prophecy in the entire Bible and that it was born in Adam 
and Eve’s failure. 
 
 
IV.  SECOND DISPENSATION: CONSCIENCE 
 

The second dispensation lasted from the Fall of man to the Flood (Genesis 
4-7). This was approximately 1,656 years. The second dispensation had five 
major characteristics: 
 

1.  Humans having a fallen nature 
2.  Humans being barred from the Garden of Eden 
3.  Humans having knowledge of both good and evil 
4.  Humans being guided by their own conscience 
5.  There being no Law 

 
Humans were responsible to bring blood offerings to God (Genesis 4:4) 

and to choose between good and evil (Genesis 4:7).  
Humans failed in that they continued to choose evil, and they became 

exceedingly wicked. Humankind corrupted the whole earth with their 
wickedness (Genesis 6:11-12).  



Genesis | 129 
 

 
In judgment, man, beasts, creeping things, and fowls were destroyed 

(Genesis 6:7). Morally, humanity’s sinful condition became increasingly worse as 
they continued to choose evil. God sent a flood to destroy humanity and bring an 
end to the violence. Because of God’s mercy, eight souls were saved to begin a 
new dispensation (Genesis 7:1; I Peter 3:20). 
 
 
V.   THIRD DISPENSATION: HUMAN GOVERNMENT 
 

The Dispensation of Human Government lasted for approximately 427 
years, from the Flood to the dispersion at Babel (Genesis 8:1-11:7).  

 
God gave humanity a purged earth with ample power to govern it. (Note 

Genesis 9:17.) Noah began a righteous trend in human government. Soon, 
however, human government began to show tendencies toward evil; this was 
especially noted in the kingdom of Nimrod (Genesis 10:8-10). The sentence of 
capital punishment was instituted for murder. This civil law has never been 
removed as far as God is concerned. It was later included in the law of Moses 
and should still be in effect in civil government today as is all of God’s covenant 
with Noah.  

 
During this dispensation, humankind was responsible to multiply and 

replenish the earth and govern for God (Genesis 9:1-7).  
 
Humanity did not scatter and replenish the earth (Genesis 11:1-4). Instead, 

they fell into idolatry and disobedience as is indicated by their dwelling in the 
Plain of Shinar and building a city and a tower “whose top may reach into 
heaven.” Humanity failed because they exalted themselves rather than God.  

 
God sent judgment in that He confused their language and scattered them 

abroad upon the face of the earth (Genesis 11:8-9). Humanity rebelled against the 
will of God and turned to humanism, the exaltation of the creature rather than 
the Creator. Mercifully, God chose another man, Abraham, through whom He 
could extend mercy to humanity (Genesis 12:1). 

 
 
 
 
 

VI.   FOURTH DISPENSATION: PROMISE 
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The Dispensation of Promise spanned the 430 years from the call of 
Abraham to the giving of the Mosaic law (Genesis 12:1-Exodus 19:25). The 
Dispensation of Promise had three main characteristics: 

 
1.  Abraham being called from idolatry 
2.  Abraham being obedient to God from his call until his death 
3.  God promising Abraham that he would be the father of a great nation 

(Genesis 12:1-3; 13:14-17; 15:5-7). 
 

Abraham was responsible to dwell in the land that God had given him 
(Genesis 12:1-7). He was not to go down into Egypt, which is a type of the world 
(Genesis 26:2-5).  

 
Abraham sojourned in Egypt. God willed that Israel go into Egypt during 

the famine, but it was also His will to bring them up again to Canaan. This they 
refused to do. When Israel became prosperous, they dwelt in Egypt.  

 
God’s judgment was slavery and bondage in Egypt (Exodus 1:8-14).  
 
God delivered them out of Egyptian bondage. 

 
 
VII.   FIFTH DISPENSATION: LAW 
 

This dispensation lasted from Sinai to Calvary. This is approximately 
1,491 years.  

 
This dispensation is characterized by the people desiring to follow God’s 

law (Exodus 19:8). However, they tried to rely on human strength instead of 
God’s strength (Numbers 14:1-4). They were constantly unstable. They served 
God and then turned away again in a continuous cycle (Judges 2:7-10). They 
tried to revert back to the Dispensation of Conscience and the result was 
confusion. They desired to be like the other nations (I Samuel 8:4-5).  

 
Israel was to keep the Law (II Kings 17:7-20). Instead, they crucified their 

Messiah, the only one who had ever kept the Law in perfection (Matthew 27:20-25). 
 

Their judgments were many and far-reaching: 
 
1.  The captivity of Israel (II Kings 17:6) 
2.  The captivity of Judah (II Kings 25:7-11) 
3.  The dispersion of Israel over the world (Deuteronomy 28:58-67) 
4.  The destruction of Jerusalem by Titus in AD 70 (Matthew 24:1-2) 
5.  The desolation of the house of Israel (Matthew 23:37-38). 
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Morally, humanity was steeped in idolatry and disobedience.  
 
Divine mercy was manifested in that a feeble remnant returned to the land 

of Canaan under Ezra and Nehemiah. In due time Christ came, “made of a 
woman, made under the law” (Galatians 4:4). In this we see that mercy and truth 
were met together at the cross (Psalm 85:10; Titus 3:5). 
 
 
VIll.   SIXTH DISPENSATION: GRACE (The Church Age) 
 

The Dispensation of Grace or the Church Age began with the outpouring 
of the Holy Ghost on the Day of Pentecost and will continue until the church is 
raptured. This dispensation has already lasted over 1,900 years. 
 

This dispensation has a wide range of characteristics: 
 

1.  All individuals being sinners (Romans 3:23) 
2.  Some having entered into the accomplishments of Calvary (I 

Corinthians 6:9-11) 
3.  Those being saved by obeying the gospel make up the church of the 

firstborn (Hebrews 12:22-24) 
4.  The rest of the world growing worse as time goes on (II Timothy 3:13) 
5.  All of the New Testament being written during the early days of the 

Dispensation of Grace. The four Gospels, which give the life and 
teachings of Christ, connect the Dispensation of Law with the 
Dispensation of Grace. 

 
Humanity’s responsibility is to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and obey 

the plan of salvation (John 1:11-13; Acts 2:37-39). Humankind is to continue in 
the apostles’ doctrine (Acts 2:42; Jude 3).  

 
Humanity’s failure will turn them from God as in the days of Noah 

(Matthew 24:37-39). They will reject Christ and the preaching of the gospel (II 
Timothy 3:1-7; II Thessalonians 2:7-10).  

 
God will bring judgment to the unbelieving world and an apostate church 

(II Thessalonians 2:7-12). There will be a Great Tribulation (Matthew 24:21). 
Sinful humanity will receive the wrath of God (Revelation 6:15-17). 

 
Morally, humans will have a form of godliness but deny the power 

thereof. They will love pleasure rather than God (II Timothy 3:4-5).  
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The church is not appointed unto God’s wrath, but to obtain salvation 
(I Thessalonians 5:9). The church will be kept from the great hour of trial that 
is coming upon the world (Revelation 3:10). The rapture of the church will 
occur before the great time of God’s wrath (I Corinthians 15:51-52; I 
Thessalonians 4:16-17). 
 
 
IX.   SEVENTH DISPENSATION: THE KINGDOM (The Millennium) 
 

The 1,000 year reign of Christ will last from the Battle of Armageddon to 
the “great white throne” judgment (Revelation 20:11). The seventh dispensation 
will have four main characteristics: 

 
1.  Christ reigning in a theocratic government on the earth through the 

regency of David (Acts 15:14-17) 
2.  All nations of the world coming to Jerusalem to keep the Feast of 

Tabernacles (Zechariah 14:16) 
3.  Righteous judgment and complete peace reigning over all of God’s 

creation (Isaiah 11:4-9) 
4.  Satan being bound during this time (Revelation 20:2-3). 

 
During the Kingdom Age, humanity’s responsibility will be to worship, 

obey, and submit to Christ the King (Zechariah 14:16-19).  
 
The nations will again reject Christ and follow Satan when Satan is loosed 

after the 1,000 years are completed (Revelation 20:7-9).  
 
In judgment, Satan will be loosed, and he will gather the nations to battle 

against the Lord and His saints; but Satan’s host will be cast into the lake of fire 
(Revelation 20:7-10). The “great white throne” judgment will be set, and the 
wicked dead will be raised, judged, and “cast into the lake of fire” (Revelation 
20:7-10).  

 
During this dispensation, man will morally feign obedience. The saints 

shall reign with Christ (Revelation 20:1-6). There will be a “new heaven and new 
earth” (Revelation 21:1). 

 
 
 
 

X.  A SUMMARY OF THE DISPENSATIONS 
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In each dispensation, humanity’s trend is to fall away from God. Their 
failure shows they are utterly sinful and lost. Each dispensation contains sacrifice 
of some kind: 
 

1.  Innocence: God slew animals, thus shedding blood to clothe Adam 
and Eve (Genesis 3:21) 

2.  Conscience: Cain and Abel sacrificed to God (Genesis 4:3-4) 
3.  Human Government: Noah sacrificed when he descended from the ark 

(Genesis 8:20) 
4.  Promise: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Moses offered sacrifices (Genesis 

22:11-13; 26:25; 28:18-19; Exodus 12:3-14). 
5.  Law: From Sinai to Calvary sacrifices were offered under the law of 

Moses (Hebrews 9:19-22) 
6.  Grace: Christ was sacrificed for the sins of the world (Hebrews 9:13-

14, 28) 
7. Kingdom: The finished work of Calvary extends unto the Millennium 

and indeed forever (Hebrews 9:25-26) 
 

Salvation in every dispensation is by the unmerited favor of God. In Old 
Testament times men and women were saved by faith in the promised 
Redeemer (Hebrews 11). Since the death and resurrection of Christ, they have 
been saved by faith in Him who “died for our sins according to the scriptures” 
(I Corinthians 15:3). 

 
Each dispensation is marked by the presence of God as He is manifest to 

humanity: 
 
1.  Innocence: God walked with Adam and Eve in the cool of the day 

(Genesis 3:8) 
2.  Conscience: God talked with Noah (Genesis 6:13-21) 
3.  Human Government: God came down to the people at Shinar (Genesis 

11:5-7) 
4.  Promise: God talked to Abraham and Moses (Genesis 12:1-3; 15:1-21; 

Exodus 3:2-6). 
5. Law: God talked to Moses and to many others during the remainder of 

the Old Testament times (Exodus 19:3-6). God sent forth His Son, made 
under the Law (Galatians 4:4). 

6. Grace: The Spirit of God Himself dwells within the human heart (John 
14:16-18, 26; Acts 2:1-4). 

7.  The Kingdom: Jesus Christ reigns on the earth in the regency of David 
(Acts 15:14-17). 

In each dispensation, the program of iniquity is set up under a person 
or persons: 
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1.  Innocence: Satan and the woman (Genesis 3:4-6) 
2.  Conscience: Mighty men of renown (Genesis 6:2-5) 
3.  Human Government: Nimrod (Genesis 10:8-10; 11:9) 
4.  Promise: Pharaoh (Exodus 1:8-11) 
5.  Law: Scribes, Pharisees, Judas (Matthew 23; 26:24) 
6.  Grace: Modernists and finally the Antichrist (II Timothy 3:5; II 

Thessalonians 2:7-10) 
7.  Kingdom: Satan (Revelation 20:7-9) 

 
Each dispensation ends in world crisis: 
 
1.  Innocence: Man expelled from the Garden of Eden 
2.  Conscience: Mankind destroyed by the Flood 
3.  Human Government: Confusion of tongues at Babel 
4.  Promise: Bondage of the chosen race in Egypt 
5.  Law: Christ’s death at Calvary 
6.  Grace: The rapture of the church and the Tribulation 
7.  Kingdom: Battle of Gog and Magog (fire from Heaven) 

 
 
XI.  THE IMPORTANCE OF DISPENSATIONAL TRUTH 
 

A constant and careful circumspection must be used in rightly dividing 
the Word of Truth. If one does not divide the Word of Truth properly, confusion 
and contradiction will result (II Timothy 2:15). From the first unfolding of divine 
revelation in the Book of Genesis to the final pages of Revelation, one must 
carefully study and understand what God designs to show forth concerning His 
plan of redemption.  

 
Dispensational truth is of great importance in rightly dividing the Word of 

Truth. One must never take the truth that relates to a past dispensation and 
apply it to the present, nor a truth that belongs to a future dispensation and try to 
apply it to the present. For example, Catholicism brings the priesthood to the 
present dispensation. However, we are not under Law, but under grace (I 
Timothy 2:5). Likewise, Seventh Day Adventism brings the civil law of the Old 
Testament to the present and tries to make it apply. We, however, do not need to 
adhere to the civil law of the Sabbath (Colossians 2:16).  

 
Christian Science tries to bring the Dispensation of Innocence into the 

present by saying that all men are basically good and that evil is only a product 
of the mind. But the Scripture has “concluded all under sin” (Galatians 3:22). 
Jehovah’s Witness doctrine tries to bring us ahead to the Millennium, but this 
cannot be until after the Rapture, Tribulation, and Armageddon. A proper 
understanding of dispensational truths will reveal how the thief could be saved 



Genesis | 135 
 
as he cried out on the cross (Luke 23:39-43). He was saved under the Law. But 
today man can only be saved by obedience to God’s plan of salvation that came 
through Christ’s death and resurrection (Acts 2:38; I Corinthians 15:1-4). 
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SELF HELP TEST 
GENESIS, PART IV 

The Dispensational Divisions of the Scriptures 
 
 
Give brief answers or complete the statements. 
 
1.  What does the term dispensation designate? ____________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
2.  A study of the seven dispensations provides a revelation of ___________ 

______________________________________________________ for humanity. 
 
 
3.  What three things are true about each dispensation? 
 a. _____________________________________. 
 b. _____________________________________. 
 c. _____________________________________. 
 
 
4.  In Old Testament times how were individuals saved? ___________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
5.  Since the death and resurrection of Christ, how are individuals saved? 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
6.  Each dispensation was marked by whose presence? 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
7.  What happens if one does not divide the Word of Truth properly? 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
8.  What must one never do with truth that relates to a past dispensation? 
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 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
9.  What must one never do with truth that belongs to a future dispensation? 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
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Personal Study Notes 
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APPENDIX I 
 

Experiences of a great Flood were recorded in the traditions from every 
continent, Antarctica excepted. Various scholars in the past have noted and 
correlated this phenomenon. The following list provided by Donald Wesley 
Patten is not exhaustive; it is merely representative of the societies possessing 
Flood traditions: 
 
EASTERN HEMISPHERE 
 
Asia  Africa  Europe 
Andamanese  Beregai  Druids 
Armenians  Carthaginians  Germans 
Assyrians  Egyptians  Greeks 
Babylonians  Hottentots  Gypsies 
Chaldeans  Sudanese  Icelanders 
Dravidians   Laplanders 
Hebrews   Lithuanians 
Indo-Aryans   Norse 
Japanese   Romans 
Kurnai   Slavs 
Mongols   Voguls 
Persians   Welch 
Phoenicians 
Phrygians 
Syrians 
Tatars 
Toradjas 
 
 
WESTERN HEMISPHERE AND OCEANIA 
 
 Indonesia and 
North America  Polynesia  South America 
Algonquins  Bataks  Arawaks 
Arapahoes  Dykas  Cauras 
Athabascans  Fijians  Incas 
Aztecs  Hawaiians  Maypures 
Cherokees  Melanesians  Mechoachens 
Crees  Menankabans  Tamanacs 
Eskimos  Micronesians 
Klamaths  New Hebridese 
Kolushes  South Polynesians 
Kwakiutis 
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Lenni Lanapes 
Mayans 
Michoacans 
Papagos 
Pimas 
Snoqualmies 
Texpi 
Tlingits 
Toltecs 
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Missionary Spotlight: 
Rev. John Balca 
 
By Samuel Balca 
 
Editor’s note: John Balca was an Apostolic 
pioneer in Eastern Europe who suffered 
beatings and imprisonment for preaching the 
gospel. He was the father of missionaries 
Samuel Balca and Anne Balca Nowacki. Sam 
Balca read the following eulogy at John’s 
funeral. It is reprinted from World Harvest 
Today, July-September 1996. 
 

John Balca could not boast of 
much achievement in the secular 
world. He was born in a small village in 
Yugoslavia to a poor family. In physical 
stature he was small and unimposing. All he had was a grade four education. By 
trade he was a shoemaker. He owned a few acres of land to help sustain his 
family. In Canada he worked hard at various jobs, saved diligently, lived a 
simple life, and eventually managed to pay off a house in Oshawa. And that is all 
that can be said of his worldly wealth and fame. However, in the spiritual realm, 
he was of gigantic proportions and a force to be reckoned with.  
  

When I started my missionaries journeys in Eastern Europe many years 
ago, it soon became apparent how far-reaching was the scope of Dad’s influence. 
I was amazed at not only the number of people who knew him but also the 
positive testimony about him and his ministry. Even people who did not agree 
with him theologically spoke highly of him. 
  

Dad had a godly mother, who prayed him to life and health from a 
deadly disease at the age of ten and prayed him to an altar of repentance at age 
eleven. Dad began to read Scriptures in the services at that young age and soon 
after that began to preach. By the time he was in his early 20s, he had baptized 
hundreds of people. 

 
 It was at this time that the Lord graduated him to a more perfect 
understanding of who Jesus is and the way to be saved. Armed with this new 
revelation, he became even more zealous in serving the Lord and preaching the 
gospel. It seemed that he fell in love all over again with the Word of God and the 
wonderful truths it proclaimed: God is one, baptism is to be done in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and everyone must receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
 

January 1958: The John Balca Family—
Samuel, Julia, John, and Anne—at Kingsville. 
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 He travel far and wide to carry the message of salvation—to Hungary, 
Czechoslovakia, Norway, France, Poland, Bulgaria, and even Australia. On a  
couple of occasions he learned a whole new language just so he could 
communicate the gospel more effectively. 
 
 However, most of his ministry was focused on this beloved Yugoslavia. 
There he labored without ceasing, traveling mostly by bicycle or on foot, suffered 
persecution from the Orthodox church and the communists—beatings and 
threatenings, poverty and deprivation. But there was a certain reckless abandon in 
the face of these dangers. He could not keep silent, even though many tried to stop 
him whether by force or by persecution. 
 

One time he was laid 
up in bed, recovering 
from one of the most 
serious beating for his 
faith by an angry 
officer. Even though 
his survival was in 
question, in the midst 
of his pain and misery, 
all he asked of the 
assembled relatives 
and believers was a 

song about Heaven—just a reminder of his ultimate goal—and he was again ready 
to fight the good fight of faith. 
 
 The result of this holy zeal was that in 1956 when he moved from 
Yugoslavia to Canada, he left behind forty thousand baptized members in about 
forty established church and approximately thirty preaching points. 
 
 In Canada, the pace and focus changed. He never learned English well 
enough to preach in it, and in fact, he preached very little in his new country. 
There was always a strong pull to return to his homeland. He visited Europe on 
several occasions, even staying there for a five-year period for 1970-1975. 
 
 By this time he was seventy-two years old but far from finished. He 
poured himself in a writing and audiotape ministry, producing hundreds of 
tapes and thousands of pages of written or typed manuscripts. Most of these he 
sent to churches and individuals in Yugoslavia, Poland, France, and Australia, 
where they circulate to this day and repeatedly bless thousands of people in 
many churches. 
 

Congregation in Selenca in early 1950s.   
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 In 1991 Dad suffered his first stroke, and his productive life slowed to a 
trickle. In early 1995, he suffered his second stroke, which caused a fall and a 
broken hip. This left him incapacitated to such an extent that he needed 
professional care. However, his mind was unaffected, and he was always aware 
of reality. 
 
 When we were called to his bedside on Monday, November 20, it was 
evident that the end was near. By Wednesday 
afternoon he had only enough strength to half open his 
eyes; but they were awake and comprehending. 
 
 Shortly after 4:00 PM we began to read the 
Slovak Bible to him. We sang a verse from one of the 
songs he wrote: “I don’t have any gold or diamonds, 
but I have the right to be called Your child.” 
 
 Then we read Revelation 22, and unbeknown to 
us, this was the setting for the great translation! The 
description of Heaven he was hearing for the last 
time and probably catching a glimpse of for the first 
time was far more amazing that he could ever 
imagine. It was so glorious and so overwhelming that 
it literally took his breath away. 
 
 Dad stopped breathing, lifted his head, and an expression of utter 
amazement passed across his face—and he was gone. 
 
 On earth, it was 5:10 PM. In Heaven, eternity continued.  
 
 I am sure what Dad saw is beyond description. And I am also sure that 
even that first glimpse of glory more than repaid all of life’s sufferings, struggle, 
an toil. No doubt he saw and heard countless numbers of redeemed shouting 
“Hallelujah” with the multitude of angels worshiping the Lamb—voices like 
many waters—and voices like mighty thunderings—gladness and rejoicing. 
 
 Then there was a distinct crescendo in the deafening roar of worship as a 
loud voice called out, “Let the victory celebration begin. John has come home!” 
 
Recommended reading: My Life With God: An Autobiography of Jan Balca: 

John Balca 
80 years of age 


