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In What My Parents Did Right (compiled and
edited by Gloria Gaither), Jill Briscoe (British

8  author and speaker) tells of a well-known
L saying in her ]paurelml:s’ home: “When the doors
) on a marriage are shut and bolted and a fire
breaks out, all your time and energy goes to

7

]putti]mg out the flames.

Her parents did not view divorce as an option
—that door was bolted—so when there was a
problem in the home, they spent all their
efforts correcting the problem and
preserving the marriage. When a couple

: enters marriage with this type of
_commitment, there is a much greater chance
' that their family will survive.
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God s family plan will work. Since marriage is ;L(;e‘s\s:(‘m ! 830““'2 SICRE0CS

the beghmmfumg of the family unit, its failure L : | ¢
must be considered the root cause of the vk A;& Pl s
destruction of families everywhere. How can J |
we ' save the lmalnriag'e”? Q“? i §
e AR R e S e e W D /P\‘i"y et A

The furst step is a determination to obey God s Word. |
We cannot look at marriage as anything other than e

‘ ’ ° ® ® * ® \-",,".:‘-
% God s special design for the beginning of the family -
¥ —a commitment and vow for the rest of our lives. 1 i}

11 N
And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not

read, that he which made them at the beginning
made them male and female, And said, For this
cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall
cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one
flesh?” (Matthew 19:4-5).



Lesson 18: Bolting the Door

We need to understand that God’ s will
and purpose for marriage is for our
benefit and pleasure. He never intended
us to suffer and struggle alone but to
share the joys and sorrows of life with

our S]PO]U[S@.

(Genesis 2: 18, 22-25)
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“So God created man in his
own imagre, in the imagre of
God created he him; male
and ﬁemza le created he

them” ((Grenes is 1:27).
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Lesson 18: Bolting the Door

It is vital to the building of a strong
marriage to know your duties and
obligations. Enter marriage with an

& understanding of the role you should play.
% God has given us specific jobs as men and
. women, and if the marriage is going to
work, we must live out these roles.

“Wives, submit yourselves unto
your own husbands, as it is fit
in the Lord” (Colossians 3:18).



alm ]p]mmc qul@s mm (Grodl s Wordl

A]I.\VV&ILYS walk Wilth
t]hue Maste]r.

3 \'. |
3 3
"e » ﬁ 1

wﬂl ]help a f;f;j"'au,lmrmagge succveedl hut |
ol e TQ : ,_lunul:s covelr the)nm N

‘W@; Walk m.-the hg’ht, as he i”f‘

. Invite Jesus into your

lnmaumriialg@ A lot of the
things we say and do
would Chaunlge if we

p]rauctice(dl Hiis presence.

, < <
Jesus first miracle was

]pelrif(onmnmedl at a
Wedldlfumg; He wants to
]p)elriform a lot more

miracles by saving

marriagees everywhere.
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]Pmy togethelr. Ong of t]hle béstways to wall]k

iy W'”th the Maste]r tlnl Youlr" lnﬁii."f : uag e is ]bY
% S el

..,;'1 ]pjtalymg quth youlr s]pouﬁ@\d“']ﬂﬁté jmay take
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= )Vowshall agree- aﬁ ear:
any thmg that tbe)v éh,all ask, icshall
be done for' thermn of my Father =

as touchunzg :

wih (Lch is i h«eaven. FO]I’ \Wh@][’@ tWo or’
e t]mree are gathered tog’ether (rmy |
aname thejre am I i in t]/'ne midst of
them ((Mattl:hew 118‘119)&0)



Lesson 18: Bolting the Door

Never give lqu—]kee]p Wor]l(i]mg on the
maumriage.

“And whatsoever ye do, do it
heartily, as to the Lord, and not
unto men; Knowing that of the

Lord ye shall receive the reward of
the inheritance: for ye serve the
Lord Christ” (Colossians 3:23-24).
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i Dr. Nat]halmell B]ralnden in “Advice That Could Save Your
¥ 3 i
) j 2
3 M[alr]ﬂage (ReadeJr s Digrest) suggests several ways to
l\la
PR
i show adFiFectlLon to a Jmalmnalg'e companion:
SN R T S EACR ST 3 5
B 5 b {3 * S
3 Hint
siidiis? °Be physically affectionate (hold hands, hug each
¢

34 other, or sit close together when ml]kihmg)).

Z

: * 3L) o Express your love sexually.
| *Mention the things you admire and appreciate

Tnpef s Kk 5
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e A
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1508 1! about your spouse.

: *Express love by giving gifts or doing little acts of
i234 kindness for each other.
']F lL]nl(d tlee to be all(onnle togetthe]r with your spouse.
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Lesson 18: Bolting the Door
2. Stay calm.

“ ’ .
If a ruler s angeer rises
against you, do not leave

your post; calmness can lay

‘ great errors to
& rest’ (Ecclesiastes 10: 4, NIV).

3. Listen carefully.

“He that answereth a matter
before he heareth it, it is folly
ey and shame unto
him” (Proverbs 18:13).



S .

“My dear brothers, take note

of this: Everyone should be

quick to listen, slow to speak
and slow to become

V4
19, NIV}

¥\

5. Speak gently.

“A gentle answer turns
away wrath, but a harsh
word stirs up
anger - (Proverbs 15:1, NIV).
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Lesson 18: Bolting the Door

Do not

seek revenge.

“Do not say, T Il do to Iu.m
¥ as he has done to me; I I
i pay that man back for what
V he did ~ (Proverbs 24:29,
NI \V}

9. Do not say
everything that
comes to mind.

“Without wood a fire goes
out; without gossip a quarrel
dies down (]P’lrovelrlbs 26:20,



10. Trust the Lord to
sollve your (conﬂucts.

A, TS e ¥ e LW e

“Do not say, T’ Il pay you

back for this Wrong’! Wait for
the LORD, and he will deliver '

”
you (Proverbs 20:22, NIV).
SRS LR R JAR ARG AT AN

1. Make sure

everything is settled

. peacefully before you

rest at nilg]hln

“Be ye angry; and sin not:
let not the sun go down
upon your
wrath (Ephesians 4:26).




v L Llesson 18: Bolting the Door *

]
L

01me bas ic cmmmandlméﬂt ny')[esus wuLll hel]p
- else we caum dlo. ][n haum are;lanl:tonshqps,
" this is one of t]hld lmost dlldﬂflcullt

Commmaumdments eVeJU gWelm. Peter came
€ e, ats]kmg Jesus how many times he was
.j oo squposedl to 1F01rgWe a blrothelr (or sister)

- who had \erongedl him. )[esus answer is
_ one we 1nueedl to lrelnmemlbelr auntdl olbey

]plrayelrifulllly

][(eszu[s saith unto ham, I say

not unto thee, Until seyen

_times: burt, until ;'Sé\ifehi'jv
times seven (Mautthe\w 18:22).



Lesson 18: Bolting the Door

Jesus explained what He meant with a parable
about an unforgiving servant (Matthew

& 18:23-35). This man had been forgiven a great
¥t debt, but he refused to fO]ngVe the man who

& owed him a very small amount. His

! punishment was severe and a lesson to wus all.

® Matthew 6:14-15 explains why:

“For if ye forgive men their
trespasses, your heavenly Father
will also forgrive you: But if ye
foqg’ive not men their trespasses,
neither will your Father forgive

»
your trespasses.



