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Category  Exceeds 
Standard 

4 

Meets 
Standard 

3 

Nearly Meets 
Standard 

2 

Does not Meet 
Standard  

1 
Form and Style   Margins, font 

type, font size, 
block quotes, 
pages 
numbered, 
title page with 
student’s 
name, course 
name, 
institution 
name, and 
date all 
included.  

One of the 
elements 
missing.  

Two of the 
elements 
missing.  

More than two 
of the 
elements 
missing.  

Content  Material 
clearly related 
to the topic. 
Strong 
organization 
and integration 
of material. 
Strong 
transition and 
linking with 
the topic.  

Material 
clearly related 
to the topic; 
logically 
organized. 
Clear 
transitions.  

Material 
loosely 
organized 
within paper, 
and attempts 
were made to 
provide 
transitions.  

Little evidence 
content is 
logically 
organized. 
Transitions are 
unclear or 
nonexistent.  

Citations and 
References  

Correctly 
written and 
present. Works 
Cited page 
provided  

One Citation 
missing or 
incorrectly 
written. Works 
Cited page 
provided.  

Two citations 
missing or 
incorrectly 
written. Works 
Cited page 
provided.  

No citations 
provided and 
no Works Cited 
page.  



Grammar and 
Mechanics  

The paper is 
free of 
grammatical, 
spelling, and 
punctuation 
errors.  

Grammatical, 
spelling, and 
punctuation 
errors are rare 
but do detract 
from the 
paper.  

Very few 
grammatical, 
spelling, or 
punctuation 
errors.  

Grammatical 
mistakes and 
spelling errors 
detract from 
the paper.  

Word Count 2,500 words 
(concisely 
written)   

2,500 words  2,000 words  Less than 
2,000 words  

 

 


