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Path to Righteousness | 8

Our superintendent alone could not have accomplished this work,
however. He encouraged the able efforts of many people, such asexecutives and
pastors, deacons and ladies auxiliary leaders who contribut ed to the lessons

found here.

God bless you all for your burden and vision to see this personal Bible
study book become a reality. May it bless and strengthenyour churches. May the
hand of the Lord be upon all who read and study it. And may the Lord smile on
all who had a part in its making.

oThe Lord gave the word: great was the company of those that
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INTRODUCTION

FOCUS VERSE: oFor all have sinned, and come short of the glory of Godo
(Romans 3:23).

oPath to righteousnesso sounds like we are looking for the right way to
walk. But are we not all innocent and good from the beginning of our lives? Do
we not all have a heart that desires to do good and right? Are we not all doing
our best to follow the right path?

| wish these questions could be answered with a yes, but unfortunately,
they cannot. But why not? Why do we need to find a path to righteousness?
What has caused us all to bedsinnersg?

In the Word of God , the Bible, we find the answer to every question in life.
The Old and New Testaments address these questionsall through God & Word.

l. THE OLD TESTAMENT SPEAKS

From the beginning, God had a plan. He did not just create the world with
no vision or goal in mind. He knew what He wanted His creation to do, and He
knew how He wanted to bless and help them along the way. oFor | know the
thoughts that | think toward you, saith the L ORD, thoughts of peace, and not of
evil, to give you an expected end. Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and
pray unto me, and | will hearken unto you. And ye shall seek me, and find me,
when ye shall search for me with all your heart 6 (Jeremiah 29:1113).

God does not create machines. His creation is abe to make up their own
mindsi the very mind He placed in them. Thus, He created the first man and
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woman and gave them only one restrictioni they must not eat of the Tree of
Knowledge of Good and Evil (Genesis 2:1617). Adam and Eve had only one
prohibition, but God allowed them to choose whetherthey would obey.

Maybe you have heard the story of how Eve was deceived, but have you
heard how her husband did not correct and help her? Oh, he told her about the
restriction (Genesis 3:23), but he did not stop her when she was tempted by the
serpent. How do | know? God & Word tells me plainly that Adam was with her
when she ate of the fruit (Genesis 3:6).

A basic principle that we need to understand is involved here. God had
spoken. His Word was clear. He even told Adam the consequences of a wrong
choice. But when Adam doubted God& Word enough to go ahead and do the
one thing that God had told him he must not do, God & Word was still clear. And
God could not go against His own Word. He had to keep His promise of death.
We need to make a special note of this and remember it throughout our search
for the path to righteousness

M man is free to make a choice, but not free_to
choose the consequenceso(T. F. Tenney).!

The remaining portion of Genesis 3 tells us what God did because of
Adam and Eve& disobedience. He told them exactly what life was going to be
like from that point on, and history bears witness that His pronouncement was
correct. God said, oFor in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die 6
(Genesis 2:17).

The fact that Adam and Eve did not fall dead as soon as they ate of the
fruit (as one would do when poisoned) has caused many people to doubt this
verse. Yes, Adam and Eve were still breathing after they disobeyed God. But
their bodies began a process that eventually ended in death for them physically.
The Bible tells us God even put an angel at the entrance to the Garden of Eden to
make sure they did not eat of the Tree of Life and live forever. God had not
prohibited them from eating of this tree before. But after their disobedience, they
were barred from eating of it (Genesis 3:24).

Adam and Eve did die that dayfi spiritually! They no longer walked with
God in the cool of the evening. They no longer had close communion with Him
daily. In fact, the Bible does not record that God ever again had a personal
conversation with Adam. What a terrible price to pay for one piece of fruit that
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owas good for food6 and oOpleasant to the eyesp and a otree to be desired to
make one wised (Genesis 3:6).

This is the first reference made to thelust of the flesh (was good for food),

lust of the eyes (was pleasant to the eyes) and the pride of life (to be desired to
make one wise). We cannot blame God when we sin. It is our own failure to heed
God®& Word and obey His voice.

oLet no man say when he is tempted, | am tempted of God; for God
cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man; but
every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and
enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin; and
sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death 6 (James 1:1315).

0ANnd the L orRD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done
this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the
field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the
days of thy life; and I will put enmity between thee and the woman,
and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head,and
thou shalt bruise his heel6 (Genesis 3:1415).

The serpent did not escape punishment. Before he was used by Satan, he

had been more subtle (cunning or clever) than any beast of the field. The fact that
he could talk did not frighten Eve i she must have been used to it. The serpent
certainly is not such an animal today. He now slithers along on the ground,
unable to make a sound (not even a tweet, mog or bark) and without a bit of
love from m an or beast.

oUnto the woman he said, | will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy
conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire
shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee6 (Genesis 3:16).

No matter what people say, if a woman wants to give birth to a child, she

will suffer pain and sorrow. And she can never produce a child without a man ;
therefore, her desire is toward him.

0And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the
voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which | commanded
thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it; cursed is the ground for thy
sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; thorns
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also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and th ou shalt eat the
herb of the field; in the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till
thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust
thou art, and unto dust shalt thou ret urn 6 (Genesis 3:1719).

All over the world, people struggle, sweat, and toil to bring the things
they need out of the ground and to put bread on the table for their families fi just
as God said many hundreds of years ago.

Thus we learn that Adam and Eve began this thing we call 0sin6 when
they chose to perform oan action contrary to the law of God 6 (according to
Webstets Encyclopedic Dictionary of the English Langualgdinition of sin).i The
shepherd/king David wrote that this tendency toward sin began in every one of
us at the time of conception in our mother & womb. 0Behold, | was shapen in
iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me ¢ (Psalm 51:5).

The greatest disaster to result from Adam and Eve& decision, however,
was their separation from God. No longer did they commune daily with Him,
walking in the Gar den of Eden in the cool of the day. Now they could not reach
God directly. He was unable to come to them as He desired because their
disobedience and unbelief in His Word had built a wall of separation. So God
had to set in motion another part of His plan.

As someone so rightly stated, 0The most harmful part of sin is that it
keeps us from God!6

.  THE NEW TESTAMENT SPEAKS

Does God® Word tell us what this 0sin6 is all about? Does it show us His
plan to bring us back close to Him? Let us first find out what sin is, and how it
affects our lives.

The Full Life Study Bibleells us that the Greek words used for sin in the
New Testament describe different parts of it:

1. hamartia:wrongdoing, transgression, sin against God (John 9:41).
2. adikia wr ongdoing, wickedness, or injustice (Romans 1:18;1 John5:17)
a lack of love, since all wrongdoing stems from a failure to love
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3.

4.

(Matthew 22:37-40), da personal power that can enslave and deceived
(Romans 5:12; Hebrews 3:13).

anomia lawlessness, iniquity, and defiance of the law of God (Romans
6:19;l John 3:4).

apistia disbelief or unfaithfulness (Romans 3:3; Hebrews 3:12)ii

What do all these Greekwords (the original language of most of the New
Testament) mean to me? All of these words simply mean that the basic root of sin
is selfishnessAnd so it is that we find ourselves on the 0Road to Please ®Iffi the

SIN Road.6

1 Sin begins with a grasping of things or pleasures for ourselves,
regardless of the welfare of others and the commandments of God.

1 This leads to cruelty to others and to rebellion against God and His
law.

1 Finally, sin becomes the refusal to be subject to God and His Word
(Romans 1:1825; 8:7).

1 Itis enmity against God (Romans 5:1Q 8:7; Colossians 1:21).

1 It is disobedience and unbelief (Romans 11:32; Galatians 3:22

T

Ephesians 2:2 5:6).

Sin is not just wrong actions; it is a failure to do what we know is right.
oTherefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it
is sin6 (James 4:17).

All unrighteousnessiis sin (I John 5:17).

Adam and Eve didn @ want to do what God said was right; they wanted to
find out for themselvesabout good and evil. Since the day they made that choice,
all of humanity has been struggling with the same thing.

Sin makes it impossible to follow our best human intentions.

= =4 =

= =4 =4 -8 4

It causes us b commit unrighteousness with delight (Genesis 6:5).

It makes us take pleasure in the evil actions of others (Romans 1:32).
It is powerful enough to enslave us and corrupt as we give ourselves
over to it (Romans 3:9 6:12 7:14; Galatians 3:22).

It is rooted in human desire (James 1:144:1-2; | Peter 2:11).

It is something we all struggle with.

It entered into the human race through Adam (Romans 5:12).

It affects everyone (Romans3:23; 5:12.

It results in divine judgment (Romans 1:18).
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91 It brings physical and spiritual death (Genesis 2:17; Romans 6:23;
James 1:15).

How can we get rid of this sin/curse? The New Testament is a very
special account of another part of God& plan for manii Jesus

oFor he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we
might be made the righteousness of God in himé (Il Corinthians 5:21).

He knew no sin, but He becamesin for us. He came to lead us from the
SIN Road to the path to righteousness.

1 God knew that as soonas Adam and Eve chose to knowogood and evil 6
that He would have to do something about it. He knew that the next
time He came close tohumanity, He would have to do it in a different
form. He would have to take on the same oflesho that He had created for
them. And so He obecame fleshd and dwelt among us (John 1:14).

1 The only way to eliminate the power of sin is by faith in Jesus Christ
and His redemptive work for all men (Romans 5:8 -11; Galatians 3:13;
Ephesians 4:2024; | John 19; Revelation 1:5). A lovely story in the
Gospel of Johnis where Jesus Himself told us how this thing must be:
oJesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, | say unto thee,
Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God (John
3:3). Jsus was trying to help Nicodemus understand that the first time
you are born (flesh) you are born with a selfish, sinful natur e. But
when you are born again of water and of the Spirit, you are now a part
of His own spiritual family A with an eternal home in Heaven. What a
blessed hope we have in Jesus!

1 Romans 5:12, 121 tells us,0Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into
the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that
all have sinned: . . . For as by one marts disobedience many were made
sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous.
Moreover the law entered, that the offense might abound. But where
sin abounded, grace did much more abound: that as sin hath reigned
unto death, even so might grace reign through righ teousness unto
eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord.6
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1 In the writings to various New Testament churches, this wonderful
plan that God had to bring us back into communication and fellowship
with Him is spoken of again: oOFor as in Adam all die, even so in Christ
shall all be made alived (I Corinthians 15:22). 0And as it is appointed
unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: so Christ was once
offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he
appear the second time without sin unto salvation 6 (Hebrews 9:27-28).

. GOD& PLAN WILL LEAD US DOWN THE PATH TO
RIGHTEOUSNESS

God still has a plan! He wants to help us every way He can, and He was
willing to pay the ultimate price (His shed blood) to be sure that we get off this
path of sin and self that we are born following and find a new road. Listen to
Paul as he wrote to the church at Rome with this blessed hope:

1 oLet not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it
in the lusts thereof. Neither yield ye your members as instruments of
unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that
are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of
righteousness unto Godé (Romans 6:1213).

1 oKnow ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his
servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of
obedience unto righteousness? But God be thanked, that ye were the
servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of
doctrine which was delivered you. Being then made free from sin, ye
became the servants of righteousnesé (Romans 6:1618).

1 oOFor when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from
righteousness. What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are
now ashamed? for the end of those things is death. But now being
made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit
unto holiness, and the end everlasting life. For the wages of sin is
death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord 6
(Romans 6:2023).

Let us not continue down the path of 6selfé and the SIN Road, but let us
seek and obey thepath to righteousness as found in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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fHe came to save us, not from poverty, or from ignorance,
or from the ghetto, but from our sins. Sin must be dealt
with first.0(Vance Havner)"

Study Questions
Introduction

1. What s the Focus Verse?

2.  Where do we find the answer to every question in life?

3.  What was the one restriction God placed on Adam and Eve?

4. What principle was involve d in the story of Adam and Eve?

5. In what way did Adam and Eve die the day that they sinned?

6. What three things were first referenced in Genesis 3:67?
A.

B.

C.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Define sin.

What was the greatest di

saster

t

_to

resul

What is the basic root of sin?

What does selfishness lead to?

Sin is arefusal to do what?

What does sin result in?

What is the only way to eliminate the power of sin?

t
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Personal Study Notes
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LESSON 1

Welcome to the
APATH TO RIGHTEOUSNESSO

FOCUS VERSE: oRighteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any
peopled (Proverbs 14:34).

When we speak of a path to anything, we usually refer to the road or
means used to arrive at that place. The path to righteousness then, must be
talking about the oroad leading to righteousness.6 But where is righteousness?
What is it?

The term righteousor righteousnesss used over five hundred times in
God® Word. Since it is voiced so frequently, we surely need to know what it
means and what it has to do with us.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

The Revell Bible Dictionartells us that this word has different meanings,
depending on whether one is reading a verse from the Old or New Testaments.V

In the OLD TESTAMENT :
1 Righteousnessvas first used to talk about something absolutely like

God who always acts in harmony with His moral nature (Psalm 4:1;
Jeremiah 12:1).
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1 This word was also used when speaking about obedience to or the
following of the moral and ethical norms revealed in God & law as
given to Moses (Deuteronomy 6:25; Psalm 119:121)

These Old Testament definitions went beyond just the theory of being
without sin to mean rather oOacting in harmony with man & obligations to God
and to other peopled” (I Samuel 24:17). This same sense of righteousness is
sometimes found in the Gospels, as when the writer of Matthew describe d

Joseph, the espoused husband of Mary (Matthew 1:19), or when Mark spoke of
the character of John the Baptist (Mark 6:20).

The NEW TESTAMENT uses the word righteous or righteousnesso
speak about:

1 Imputed(something put on or added) righteousnéiss:declaration by God
that a person is righteous in God& sight, not by virtue of that person &
acts but by virtue of his or her faith in Jesus (Romans 1:173:21).

1 Actual righteousnessthe inner moral conformit y of one® character to
the character of God, and the acts that flow from a righteous moral
character (Romans 8:4; Ephesians 4:24).

WHAT DOES THIS HAVE TO DO WITH ME?

The wisest man who ever lived (besides Jesus Christ) wrote about
righteousnesst least seventy-four times in the Book of Proverbs. Proverbs 12:28
gives one of the greatest benefits of living a righteous life : oln the way of
righteousness is life; and in the pathway thereof there is no death.6 Does this

mean that the righteous will never die? Yed Those who live a life of
righteousness will be

1 blessed (Psalm 5:12)

1 upheld (Psalm 37:17)

91 flourish (Psalm 92:12),

1 remembered (Psalm 112:6)

Their lives on earth will be especially happy, and they will have a hope of
living eternally with God, the righteous one.
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David spoke of this path to righteousness in his special Shepherd® Psalm.
0The LORD is my shepherd; | shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green
pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my sout he leadeth
me in the paths of righteousness for his name&s saked (Psalm 23:13).

From W. Phillip Keller & book, A Shepherd Loalkat Psalm 23 we learn a lot
about sheepi things that David already knew. He understood that sheep are
very much creatures of habit. Vi

1 He knew they would follow the same paths and eat from the same hills

until the paths became ruts and the hills desert wastes.

1 David knew that his sheep would pollute their own ground until it

was full of disease and parasites.

Many people think that sheep can just oget along anywhere,6 but
David knew this was not true. He knew that if he took care to lead
them to new feeding places, show them a different path to follow fi one
that led to clear running streams and fresh green grasé he would
have a good name and reputation as a watchful shepherd.

David knew the greatest single safeguard a shepherd has in handling
his flock is to keep them on the move. He knew there must be a
predetermined plan of action, a deliberate, planned rotation from one
grazing ground to another in line with right and proper principles of
sound management. David& entire name and reputation depended on
how effectively and efficiently he kept his sheep moving on to
wholesome, new, fresh grass.

David knew what he was doing when he compared himself to his sheep,
and his Lord to a good, diligent, watchful shepherd.

The Bible clearly makes this comparison to us asosheepod: 0All we like
sheep have gme astray; we have turned every one to his own way 6 (Isaiah 53:6).
We do this deliberately and to our own hurt. But praise the Lord, we have a
Shepherd! Jesus said

1 ol am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more

abundantly 6 (John 10:10).
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1 ol am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father,
but by meé (John 14:6).

The Good Shephed has come to lead us down the path to righteousness,
but most of us do not want to follow. We do not want to be led down these new
paths where the grass is very green and the water flows freely with sparkling
freshness. We prefer to turn to our own way even though it may take us straight
into trouble. O0There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end
thereof are the ways of deathd (Proverbs 14:12).

Those who refuse to follow the path to righteousness will end up as
pitiful, sickly sheep on a piece of ruined land. There are many such sheep all
around usii those with broken homes, broken hearts, lives of greed and
selfishness with nothing to leave behind them but ruin and remorse. They have
no hope and have refused the help of their Shepherdii the same Good Shepherd
who tells us in Mark 8:34-38:

Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up
his cross, and follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose
it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospeld, the
same shall save it. For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the
whole world, and lose his own soul? Or what shall a man give in
exchange for his soul? Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me
and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of him
also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory
of his Father with the holy angels.

Most people charged with this failure to follow the Lord will claim they
are doing everything He h as told them to do. They say, 0We arefollowing Him.
We arebeing ded of the Lord .6 doo many of us are going our own way, and few
are truly osheepd who are honestly following their 0Shepherd6 as He leads them
down the path to righteousness.

It is time for us to remember who is leading usfi the Good Shepherd. He
will not lead us in a bad path. He will not ask us to go somewhere that will cause
us harm, but He will lead us all the way to Heaven, the place He is preparing for
those who love Him.

So, with all this talk about David, where does that leave me in this present
day, almost three thousand years after David& time? In the early days of the
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twentieth century, when the Lord began to pour out His Spirit once again as He
had done for His disciples, H e was leading us into dnew pastures.6 He was, once
again, being our oshepherd.6 He was providing us with the 0living water ¢ that
man can drink and never thirst again (John 7:37-39). He also gave us a warning,
and this is a good place to be reminded of that, over one hundred years later.

God spoke through one of His precious saints at the Azusa Street Mission
in a prophecy that still resounds today. She said that in the end-time church three
problems would be seen worldwide:

1 People would be more interested in praiseghan prayer
1 They would care more for powerthan the lordship of Jesus their lives.
1 Everybody would want a blessing but few would seek after repentance

Every word of this prophecy is true today. We need to e arnestly seek the
face of God to be sure we are not a part of these problems, but that we are, in
fact, seeking after the lordship of Jesus in our lives as we pray and humbly
follow His leading with repentance in our hearts. He truly wants to show us all
the path to righteousness.

Study Questions
Lesson 1: Welcome to the Path to Righteousness

1. Write the FocusVerse and reference.

2. How many times is the term righteousor righteousnesssed in the Bible?
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What does righteousnesmean in the Old Testament?

The New Testament speaks ofw hat two kinds of righteousness ?

What does imputedmean?

What acsu@al righteousness?5é

How many times was righteousness written about in Proverbs?

Those who live a life of righteousness will be what four things?

0w

In what psalm did David speak of the path to righteousness?
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10.

11.

12.

What is the single greatest safeguard for a shepherd protecting a flock?___

How will those who refuse to follow the path to righteousness end up?__

What will be the three problems seen worldwide in the end-time?
A.

B.

C.
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Personal Study Notes
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LESSON 2
GOD®& WORDoO OUR GUIDE

FOCUS VERSE: 0All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the
man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works ¢ (ll
Timothy 3:16-17).

INTRODUCTION

As with every other journey we embark on in this life, on the Path to
Righteousness we need a road map or guide to get us where we want to gof
Heaven. The whole purpose for this journey is to live forever with Jesus in His
eternal home. But what do we use to give us the directions and help we need to
arrive? None of us have ever been there and returned to speak of it, so we do not
have any personal guides. God Himself has provided all the guidance and help
we needfi His Word.

WHERE DID THE BIBLE COME FROM?
Almighty God used three tools to give us this guidebook we call the Bible:
Revelation
Revelation is the way God spoke to humanity and revealed Himself to
their finite minds and hearts. He used many ways of doing this, as supported

by Hebrews 1:1-2: 6God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in
time past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto
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us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he
made the worlds. 6

Some of the ways God spoke are

1 through angelsit Genesis 18, 19; Daniel 9:2P7; Matthew 28:57; Luke
1:11-20,

91 directly to men in a loud voice i | Samuel 3:3}14; Exodus 20:117;

Genesis 6:1321,

directly to men in a still, small voice i | Kings 19:11-12; Psalm 32:8

to one man through the mouth of a donkey i Numbers 22:28,

to men through naturen Psalm 19:13; Acts 14:1517; Romans 1:1820,

to men through dreamsfi Genesis 28:12;| Kings 3:5; 9:2; Matthew

1:20; 2:12,

1 to men through visionsfi | Chronicles 21:16; Isaiah 6:18; Daniel 10:59;
Acts 16:9; 10:1616.

= =4 =4 -4

Which of these methods did God use to speak His Word to the forty men
who wrote the Bible? We do not know. We only know each of them heard
directly from Him i 6And God said . . 6 (Genesisl:3).

Inspiration

Inspiration involved God & guidance as what He had spoken was written
down on paper, parchment, or scroll. What must take place for the voice of God
to be put in terms understood by man? Our Focus Versespeaks of this in Il
Timothy 3:16. In this verse, the word inspiration comes from the Greek,
theopneustosand literally means 0God-breathed.6 The Bible itself speaks of this
inspiration in several key passages, as explained inWilmington& Guide to the Bible
from the study entitled 0The Doctrine of the Bible.gvi

1 No Old Testament verse was thought up by the prophet himself ( Il
Peter 1:20).
1 All Old Testament Scripture verses were given by the Holy Spirit as
He moved upon men (Il Peter 1:21).
1 This Spirit-breathed inspiration was given in many ways (Hebrews 1:1).
1 Once it was given, this inspired writing:
o Could not be broken or shaken down (John 10:35).
o Is exact in all details, down to the smallest stroke and letter
(Matthew 5:18).
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o Would abide forever (Matthew 5:18; | Peter 1:25).

The Old Testament writers did not always understand everything they

wrote about (Luke 10:23-24;1 Peter 1:1012).

o They did not completely understand the details of Christ &
suffering.

o They did not understand that the mysteries would be clearer to a
generation other than theirs.

The four Gospels were given by inspiration of God (Hebrews 1:1; II

Peter 3:2).

Paul believed God inspired his writings (1 Corinthians 2:4; 15:3; |

Thessalonians 2:134:15).

Paul used the Holy Spirit & words to explain the Holy Spirit & facts (

Corinthians 2:13).

Paul& writings were received through a special revelation from Christ

(Galatians 1:1112).

Paul& writings were to be read by all (Colossians 4:6;1 Thessalonians

5:27).

Peter believed God inspired his writings ( |1 Peter 3:2).

Peter believed Pauls writings were inspired ( Il Peter 3:1516).

John believed his writings were inspired (Revelation 22:18-19).

[llumination

lllumination is the tool by which God shows humanity that His Word is
true and guides them as they listen and obey its teachings. Illumination goes
from the written word to the human heart and bears fruit. Why does God use
this tool? Isnd it enough that He reveals Himself to us and then helps us
communicate that revelation?

What are the reasons forillumination?

T

1
T

God had to use this tool because of our natural blindness (I
Corinthians 2:14).

It is necessary because of satanic blindnessl( Corinthians 4:3-4).

It is necessary because of carnal blindnessI(Corinthians 3; Hebrews
5:1214;11 Peter 1).

What happens when the Scriptures are illuminated?

T

Sinners are saved (Psalns146:8 119:130).
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1 Christians are strengthened (Psalm 119:105;1 Corinthians 2:10; II
Corinthians 4:6; | Peter 2:2.

HOW WAS THE BIBLE WRITTEN?

Godd Spirit moved on the different authors of His Word and they used
whatever writing materials were available to them. There is even a record of this
in the Bible (Exodus 24:12; Job 19:24; Jeremiah 17:13; Matthew 22:1Z0; I
Timothy 4:13; 1l John 12). So what language did these different writers of God &
Word use?

Old Testament

With just a few exceptions, the entire Old Testament writings were
penned in the Hebrew language. Scholars believe this was sofor two reasons.

1 Hebrew was a language of pictures, using vivid, bold symbols and
dramatized stories. As such, the language of the Old Testament (the
language of the Hebrews) presents a vivid picture of the acts of God
among a people who became examples or illustrations for future
generations (I Corinthians 10:11).

1 Hebrew is a personal language. It speaks to the heart and emotions
more than to the mind or intellect. This language was able to convey to
the individual believer (as well as to the whole community of
worship ers) the personal relationship of their God, who was very
much alive in the recorded history of the nation of Israel. (See
A Generallntroductionto the Bible by Geisler and Nix!

New Testament

The New Testament, in its entirety, was written in Greek. Again, the
scholars believe this to be sofor two main reasons.

1 Greek was the language of the intellecti more a language of the mind
than the heart. The Hebrew language, used in the Old Testament to
express the true story of the birth and growth of a nation, was not
sufficient to portray the proposed truths of a modern world, which
meant putting those old principles into action. The Greek language
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could put these truths in a very precise language for all to see and
easily understand.

1 Greek was very close to being a universal language. The truth of the
one true God was revealed in the Old Testament to one nationi Israel
i in their own language. But in the New Testament, the truth as
revealed in the fullness of Jesus Christ was for the whole world. 6Then
opened he their understanding, that they might understand the
scriptures, and said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behooved
Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: and that
repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name
among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And ye are witnesses of
these thingso (Luke 24:4548). (SeeA Generallntroductionto the Bible
by Geisler and Nix?))

WHY WAS IT WRITTEN DOWN?

Not only was God & Word revealed and inspired, but He also planned for
it to be understood by every nation and people in the whole world. What a plan!
When God decided to keep a record of His acts and plan for humanity , He knew
that the best way to do that was through a wr itten method, since that is the best
way to communicate with all people of all ages. Writing has several advantages

Precision is the accuracy and exactness of the order of events and their
importance.To write, you must take time to order your thoughts, as they appear
strange if not in some type of order. Speaking or storytelling is not like this, for
one can skip around and still be understood. But in writing, careful thought must
be used.

Propagation is the sharing of something with others who were matrt of the
experienceThe most accurate way to send a message is to write it down. That
way, people can be sure thattheir own words will be used, and the message will
not lose its power and impact with a different way of expression used by another
voice.

Preservation is making sure that something valuable is not Rsbple die,
memories fail, and sometimes folks just get too busy to keep telling stories. But a
written record remains. The New Testament especially had some specific reasons
why it was written down:
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The early church needed direction (I Thessalonians 5:27;1 Timothy
4:13;11 Timothy 2:16-17).

False doctrines needed to be corrected by some authority.
Missionaries needed something to leave with the people when they
were forced to move on.

Because of persecution and politics, it took more than the spoken word
to pass along the message of hope and redemption given by Jesus.

CANWETRUSTTHE B | SACEUWRACY?

How is it possible that so many men, over a period of so many years, were
involved in the writing of a book that agrees scientifically, historically, socially,
and morally? We have already learned how almighty God fi in sovereign
wisdom i breathed on mortal men His divine Word and inspired them to write it
down. The New Schofield Study Bibleffers the following evident reasons that this

is true.

=

= =

Throughout its pages, the Bible bears witness to one God who is
consistent with Himself and the revelation concerning Him.

The Bible gives one continuous account of humanity in relation to God.
The Bible makes predictions about future events that are quite
unlikely, then records their fulfilment when they have come to pass.
The Bible is a progressive unfolding of truth. Several writers, moved
by the Holy Spirit but separated by centuries, add new de tails until the
whole revelation takes form.

From beginning to end, the Bible testifies of one redemption.

The Bible has one great theme throughoutf the person and word of
Jesus Christ.

Some forty-four writers have produced a perfect harmony of doctrine
over a two thousand-year period.

oThe Lord gave the word: great was the company of those that
published it 6 (Psalm 68:11).

HOW DOES IT ALL FIT TOGETHER?

T

The Old Testament is the preparation for Christ.
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He is manifested to the world in the Gospels.

In Acts He is preached and the gospel is propagated to the world.

The epistles explain Him .

The purposes of God in Christ are consummatedf brought to a
climaxfi in Revelation.

EVIDENCE THAT THE BIBLE IS THE WORD OF GOD

1.

Its Amazing Unity i We have already seenhow God& Word fits
togetherfi the Old and New Testaments agreeing in all areas.

Its Ability to Remain in Spite of All Attempts to Destroy It i In spite
of political, religious, and philosophical persecution, the Bible has
endured.

Its Historical Accuracy fi Historians and archaeologists the world
over have found positive proof that the recorded history found in
the Bible is totally accurate.

Its Scientific Accuracyfi The scientific statements found in the
Scriptures can be taken at face value. They have been prove to be
true, including the fact that all living things are reproduced after
their own kind.

Its Prophetic Accuracyii The Bible predicts future events with total
correctness, including those about the nation of Israel and all Gentile
nations.

Its Care and Copyfi No other book in history has been copied as
many times with as much care and as much sacrifice as the Word of
God.

Its Amazing Circulation i No other book in history has been around
for so long or translated into so many different languages and
dialects. How many other 2,000-year-old books have you ever read?
Its Absolute Honestyi Humans could not possibly know all the
history and scientific understanding, much less the prophecy found
in the Bible. It had to be a sovereign author who inspired its writing.
Its Life-Transforming Power i No other book in history has been so
able to change corrupt humanity by the doing of its precepts. xi

We do not have to look anywhere elsefi God& Word is the only guide

we need.
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WHAT DOES THE BIBLE MEAN TO ME?

Naves Compact Topical Bibggves a list of things that let us know the Bible is:

Tried

Pure

Cleansing

The Sword of the Spirit

Food for the Soul

Divinel y Inspired

Written in my Heart

A Light

A Lamp for My Feet

Mighty in Its Influence:
A Devouring Flame
A Crushing Hammer
A Life-giving Force
A Saving Power
A Defensive Weapon
A Probing Instrument
A Blessing to the Reverent
Purity for My Life
The Standard of Faith
Sacred
To Be Studied
SeedCorn for the Sower
Absolutel y Trustworthy
Profitable for Instruction

I Samuel 22:31
Psalm 12:6
Psalm 119:9
Ephesians 6:17
Job 23:12

Acts 1:16
Romans 10:8

Il Peter 1:19
Psalm 119:105

Jeremiah 5:14
Jeremiah 23:29
Ezekiel 37:7
Romans 1:16
Ephesians 6:17
Hebrews 4:12
Matthew 7:24
John 15:3
Proverbs 29:18
Proverbs 30:6
Romans 15:4
Mark 4:14
Psalm 111:7
Isaiah 2:3i

firhe Bible is the unfailing guide which points the way for men to the
perfect life.0(J. Edgar Hoover)"
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Study Questions
Lesson2: God 6 s 1VQurrGdide

1. Write the Focus Verseand reference.

2. What is the whole purpose of the journey on the Path to Righteousness?

3.  Where has Jesus provided all of the help and guidance that we need?

4. What three tools did God use to give us the Bible?
A.

B.

C.

5. What is revelation?

6. List seven ways God revealed Himself to man.

A
B
C.
D.
E
F.
G
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10.

11.

12.

13.

What does inspiration involve?

[llumination is a tool that God uses to do what?

What are the three reasons for illumination?
A.

B.

C.

With a few exceptions, what language was the entire Old Testament
written in ?

What language was the New Testament written in?

What is the best way to communicate with all men of all ages?

Define precision




Path to Righteousness | 37

14.

15.

16.

17.

Define propagation

Define preservation

The New Testament was written down for what four specific reasons?

00w

List nine signs that the Bible isthe Word of God.

TIOmMmMoODOWP




Path to Righteousness | 38

Personal Study Notes
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LESSON 3

FAITH

FOCUS VERSE: oBut without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that
cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that
diligently seek him 6 (Hebrews 11:6).

We like to sing, OFaith, faith, faith! Just a little bit of faith .6 But what is
faith? Why faith? How can one receive faith? And what is the object of faith?

WHAT IS FAITH?

Webstets Encyclopedic Dictionarglefines faith as

1 trust, confidence;

1 complete acceptance of a truth which cannot be demonstrated or
proved by the process of logical thought ;

1 avirtue by which a Christian believes in the revealed truths of God .xiv

People of faith are not those who rely upon their own ability for their
salvation from sin and for victory in life. People of faith are those who hope and
trust in God and His Word. They are those who consider Jesustheir personal
Lord and Savior who died and resurrected on their behalf.

Abraham demonstrated faith long before Jesusdtimefi to the point he was
called the ofather of all them that believed (Romans 4:912). Abraham actually
trusted and obeyed God. He was obedient to the demand by God to sacrifice his
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son Isaac on Mt. Moriah by burnt offering. Abraham & obedience was based on
the fact that he trusted God. This extraordinary obedience and trust was counted
as righteousness for Abraham (Romans 4:3, 9) that was faith demonstrated.

The writer of Hebrews described faith as othe substance of things hoped
for, the evidence of things not seend (Hebrews 11:1). God is presently invisible to
the natural eye. He is aSpirit (John 4:24). But He has not left us without evidence
of Himself. Over the years He has manifested Himself in several ways and
spoken through His chosen prophets for various purposes (Hebrews 1:1; Il Peter
1:20-21). When we (1) believe the Word of God delivered unto us, and (2) become
obedient as we change our lives and rely upon God, trusting that He will take
care of us and supply all our needs (both physical and spiritual), that is faith.

WHY FAITH?

Why is it necessary to have faith? The world today is like a boat in the
midst of a severe storm on the high seas. Business, financial, marriage and
family problems have become the worry of millions of people. Spiritual, mental,
and physical diseases are bothering many who feel helpless to defend
themselves. People going through these troubles know they need words of
encouragement from someone, somewhere who will be able to give them
assurance and help.

That osomewhered is the Word of God. It is the best place to look for
encouragement, assurance, and direction. This is so because the Word of God is
powerful and creative. It gives knowledge, understanding , and wisdom. It
enablespeople to go through life and overcome their problems. But it takes faith
to believe that God® Word has any meaningful solutions to the problems of life.
The truth is that in the face of all these struggles, faith is the one virtue all of us
need most. Every area of life depends on faith in God& Word for total victory
and ultimate salvation. The Bible says:

1 oThe just shall live by faith 6 (Romans 1:17).
9 oBut without faith it is impossible to please Him 6 (Hebrews 11:6).

These verses state in clear terms that a person without faith can neither
overcome in life nor please God. The Thompson Chain Reference Bides the
following reasons for needing faith:
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Faith assures successl( Chronicles 20:20; Mark 11:2224).
Faith is a fundamental duty (John 6:28).

Faith is a defensive weapon (Ephesians 6:16; Hebrews 10:22).
Faith is essential in prayer (James 1:5).

Faith justifies the believer (Galatians 3:6; Philippians 3:9).

By faith we receive blessings (Matthew 8:13; 17:20)

= =4 =4 -4 A8 -9

HOW CAN | RECEIVE FAITH?

Romans 10:17 tells us,0So then faith cometh by hearing and hearing by
the Word of God. 6 The late missionary Dale Starks, in his book Spiritual Growth
Il, sad it like this: OFaith comes through familiarity with God & Word.o®i Faith
develops through the receiving and application of the Word of God we have
read or heard preached. As we experience the unfailing result in the application
of the Word of God, we get more excited and encouraged to live more by the
Word. Through the Hble Study SeriegPentecostal Publishing House) tells us,
oFaith, however, is not simply believing in the sense of giving passive mental
assent to some idea or concept. Faithtrue faith, is active. It is moving in the
direction of God & promises oVi

Many men of God received more faith as they continually experienced the
Word of God:

1 Caleb defeated the Anakims when he believed the promised word of
God (Joshua 14:615).

1 Jonathan ( Samuel 14), David ( Samuel 17:3237), and Jehoshaphat
Chronicles 20) bravely overcame their enemies because they
continually trusted the word that God had spoken to them.

1 To the crew of the wrecked ship Paul said, 0Wherefore sirs, be of good
cheer; for | believe God, that it shall be even as it was told med (Acts
27:25).

The Bible is full of examples such as these; Go& Word always comes true!

How do we receive faith? By expecting God to do what we know
He has said in His Word that He WILL do!
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WHAT IS THE OBJECT OF OUR FAITH?

Has anyone ever asked you, oDo you have faith in prayer? 6 Being a
Christian, you probably answered, 0Yes0 But neither prayer nor any other thing
should become the object of our faith. If that is true, what should we have faith
in? Reverend K. A. Prempeh testifies:

When | first began my journey on the path to righteousness, | still
believed in the Trinity. But one day a pastor of the UPCI came my
way and shared the doctrine of the oneness of the Godhead with
me. At first, | was very skeptical, but something within me urged
me to ask God in prayer for a revelation of Himself so | would be
able to confirm or deny this doctrine.

While earnestly seeking God, | had a very strong vision in
which | saw Jesus as the only exalted and Almighty God! | saw
Jesus Christ as the everlasting~ather, the Creator of the universe.

After this, | began to search the Scriptures for confirmation.
While reading, the words seemed to jump off the page at me to
point to Jesus as the main character the Bible was testifying about.
My faith in the written Word was transferred to Jesus, theliving
Word.John 1:1 and 1:14 became real to me:

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God . . . And the Word was made
flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the
glory as of the only begotten of the Father), full of grace and
truth. ©

Other verses of Scripture also came alive:

1 0Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have
eternal life; and they are they which testify of me 6 (John
5:39).

1 OAnd Jesus said unto them, | am the bread of life: he that
cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth
on me shall never thirst. But | said unto you, That ye also
have seen me, and believe nob (John 6:3536).

1 0Jesus said unto her, | am the resurrection, and the life:
he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he
live 6 (John 11:25).
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7 0Jesus saith unto him, | am the way, the truth, and the
life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by meé (John
14:6).

1 OHe that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that
believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of Godo
(John 3:18).

As if that were not enough, the writer of Hebrews sealed my
testimony by plainly stating who the object of our faith should be fi

Jesus Chrig, the author and finisher of our faith. o6Looking unto
Jesus, the author and fnisher of our faith 6 (Hebrews 12:2)wvii

CONCLUSION
S0, to have this faith in Jesus Christ, we needtwo things :

1. A clear understanding and knowledge of what God & Word says. This
comes through reading and studying God & Word ourselves.
2. A confidence that God cannot lie.

These two things produce a strong faithfi the type that

1 seesthe invisible,
1 believesthe incredible,
1 receivesthe impossible.

How does that chorus we began with end? dYou dorii need a whole lot, just
use what yodve got! Faith, faith, faith, just a little bit of faith!

F.  Forsaking
A. Al

l. In
T.  Trusting
H. Him
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Study Questions
Lesson 3: Faith

1. Write the Focus Verse and reference.

2. How doesWe bster ds Ency cdefingpfasti®i ¢ Di cti onary

3. In what does a person of faith hope and trust ?

4. Abraham was described aswhat?

5. What was Abrahamds obedience counted as?*”

6. How did the writer of Hebrews describe faith in Hebrews 11:1?
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Faith is when we do what two things?
A.

B.

What is the one virtue that we all need most?

What two verses state in clear terms that a person without faith can
neither overcome in life nor please God?

List the six reasons for needing faith as given in The Thompson Chain Reference
Bible.

mmoow»

What does Romans 10:17 tell us about receiing faith?

What is true faith?

How do we receive faith?
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14.

15.

Who does the writer of Hebrews plainly state should be the object of our
faith?

What two things do we need in order to have fait h in Jesus Christ?
A.

B.
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LESSON 4
REPENTANCE

FOCUS VERSE: 0ANnd the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now
commandeth all men everywhere to repent 6 (Acts 17:30).

HOW IMPORTANT IS REPENTANCE?

The doctrine of repentance is prominent throughout the New Testament .

1

John the Baptist began his public ministry (Matthew 3:1-2), as did Jesus
Himself (Matthew 4:17), with the call to repentance upon His lips.
When rebuked for this, Jesus told His accusers (those seklrighteous
scribes and Pharisees) 0l came not to call the righteous, but sinners to
repentanced (Luke 5:32).

When Jesus sent forth the Twelve to proclaim the good news of the
kingdom of Heaven, He commanded them to preach repentance 6And
that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name
among all nations, beginning at Jerusalemd (Luke 24:47).

Foremost in the preaching of the apostles was the doctrine of
repentance:

°  Peter (Acts 2:38)

°  Paul (Acts 20:21)

The burden of the heart of God and His one commandment to all men
everywhere is that they should repent: 0The Lord is not slack
concerning his promise, as some men count slackness, but is long
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suffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all
should come to repentanced (Il Peter 3:9).

Does this doctrine of repentance find such a prominent place in the
preaching and teaching of today? Has the need of repentance diminished? Has
God lessened or changed the terms of admission into His kingdom? No, never!
In fact, failure on the part of humanity to heed God® call to repentance means
that they shall utterly perish:

1 ol tell you, N ay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perisho
(Luke 13:3).

71 ol tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish 6
(Luke 13:5).

This was so important that Jesus repeated the exact words in two verses in
the same chapter. He was grious about this repentance business.

HOW DOES REPENTANCE WORK IN MY LIFE?

True repentance involves three different areas of life, and each is equally
important:

Mind/thoughts

Matthew 21:29 states 0He answered and said, | will not: but afterward he
repented, and went.6 The word used here for repentmeans 0to change ones
mind, thought, purpose, view, regarding a matter; it is to have another mind
about a thing.6 So we speak of this as a complete change touchig our attitude
and views toward sin and righteousness. This change is well illustrated in the
action of the prodigal son (Luke 15) and in the well-known story of the Pharisee
and the publican (Luke 18).

On the Day of Pentecost when Peter calked upon the Jews torepent (Acts
2:1440), he actually told them to change their minds and their views regarding
Christ. They had considered Him a mere man, a blasphemer, an impostor. The
events of the few preceding days had proven to them that He was none other
than the righteous God manifested in flesh. The result of their repentance or
change of mind would be that they would receive Jesus Christ as their long-
promised Messiah.
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Emotions/feelings

This is not a change of mind and a mental belief only, for even the devil
himself believes (James 2:19). There are those in many churches today who
would have us believe that anything other than a simple belief is becoming a
owork. 6 But if that were so, why did Jesus command us to repent? No,
repentance is definitely necessary, but it must also involve a complete change of
heart: oFor with the heart man believeth unto righteousness 6 (Romans 10:10).

T

Second Corinthians 7:9-10 says:0Now | rejoice, not that ye were made
sorry, but that ye sorrowed to repentance: for ye were made sorry after
a godly manner, that ye might receive damage by us in nothing. For
godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of:
but the sorrow of the world worketh death. 6

The osorrow of the wo rld 6 was not true repentance, but being sorry
that the consequences of sin had caught up with them. But ogodly
sorrow 6 caused them to be careful, to clear themselves to fear God,
to have a burning desire, to have great zeal, to seek revengeagainst
Satan, and to be highly indignant against the tricks of the enemy (Il
Corinthians 7:11).

Luke 10:13 and Genesis 6:6 show us the connection of this godly
repentance: it means to becareful afterward not to repeat the same sin.
So, the publican dbeat his breast indicating sorrow of heart (Luke
18:14).

Just how much emotion is necessary for true repentance no one can
definitely say. The psalmist declared it like this: oFor | will declare
mine iniquity, | will be sorry for my sin 6 (Psalm 38:18).

Will/disposition

One of the Hebrew words for repentmeans oto turn. 6 The prodigal said, ol
will arise 6 (Luke 15:1820) and he arose. He not only

1
T
T

thought about his ways and
felt sorry because of them, but
he turned his steps in the direction of home.

So, in a very real £nserepentance is a crisis with a changed experience in
view. Repentance is not only a heart broken for sin, but from sin also. We must
forsake what we would have God remit.
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Paul wrote much about repentance as more of an experience than a sigle
act (Romans 2:37; 1l Timothy 2:24-26).

God® Word speaks much about this oturning 6 from our old ways when
we truly repent.

1 John the Baptist spoke of it when the Pharisees and Sadducees came to
him for baptism: 0Bring forth therefore fruits meet [worthy] for
repentanced (Matthew 3:8). Again, John sad in Luke 3:8: 0Bring forth
therefore fruits worthy of repentance6

1 Paul spoke of it before Agrippa: oBut shewed first unto them of
Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of Judaea,
and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, and
do works meet for repentance6 (Acts 26:20).

SO NOW, HOW DO | REPENT?

1 In confession of sin to God (Luke 15:21;18:13.

1 In confession to people if | have wronged them by my sin (Matthew
5:2324; James 5:16).

1 In the forsaking of sin: oLet the wicked forsake his way, and the
unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the L OrRDO
(Isaiah 55:7).0He that covereth his sins shall not prosper, but whoso
confesseth ard forsaketh them shall have mercy6 (Proverbs 28:13).

In Ghana, the story is told of a couple who lived with their five -
year-old child named 0Kofi¢ in a certain village. This man and wife
were not Christians, but little Kofi was faithfully carried to the
Sunday school in the only Pentecostal church in that village by his
nursery teacher, who was a cotenant of the family.

One day, all the children w ere given focus verses in their Sunday
school class and Kofi had Exodus 2015: 6Thou shalt not steal.0
Kofi & teacher explained to him that if one steals and is not caught,
God in Heaven still sees him. Kdi kept this verse in his heart and
always recited it to his friends in nursery school.

One bright Saturday morning, Kofi & father asked Kofi to
accompany him to the nearby farm to visit his traps. On their way,
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they came across a very big orange tree full of ripe fruit. Kofi &
father stopped and pulled out a sack. He then asked Kofi to keep
watch while he plucked the oranges and put them into the sack.
Kofi knew very well that the oranges did not belong to his father,
so he told him, oPapa, Papa,drhou shalt not steal.@

Kofi & father replied, 0Keep watching and inform me if someone is
coming.6 Kofi replied, oPapa, Papa, God inHeaven will see you
evenif no one else sees youw

Kofi & words so shocked the father that he came down from the tree
and led the boy home.

Little Kofi taught his father a very important lesson that day: we must
confess and forsake our sins, for God sees and knows all things, even our heart.
But even confession and forsaking of the sin is not complete repentance, for then
we must turn in the d irection God is moving.

In turning to God, it is not enough to turn away from sin; we must turn
unto God: 0To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from
the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and
inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me 6 (Acts 26:18).

HOW DO | KNOW GOD ACCEPTS MY REPENTANCE?

A beautiful example of godly repentance is shown in Luke 7:36-50, where
the woman washed the Lord & feet with her tears, wipe d them with her hair, and
then kissed his feet and anointed them. After she had done this, the Lord said:
oWherefore | say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved
much; but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little. And he said unto her,
Thy sins are forgiven. . . . And he said to the woman, Thy faith hath saved thee;
go in peaced (Luke 7:47-48, 50).

Godly repentance is a loving sorrow for having sinned against Him who
first loved us (1 John 4:19).

1 Job said,ol abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashesb (Job 42:6).
1 The person who repents as David did when he said to the Lord,
O0Against thee, thee only, have | sinned, and done this evil in thy sight 6



Path to Righteousness | 52

(Psalm 51:4), will loathe himself and have a deep hatred for sin,
longing to be freed of it.

1 Only godly repentance such as that is acceptable to God. It will
produce faith to believe God when He says, 0The blood of Jesus Christ
his Son cleanseth us from all sird (I John 1:7).

WHAT IS THE RESULT OF MY TRUE REPENTANCE?

The first result is what happens in Heaven: 0l say unto you, that likewise
joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and
nine just persons, which need no repentance.. . . Likewise, | say unto you, there
is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repentettd (Luke
15:7, 10). All Heaven rejoices that the will of God has been accomplished on
earthii a sinner has repented.

True repentance makes God so happy. He is faithful to forgive us: oIf we
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness 6 (I John 1:9).

Peter told us the last thing that will be a result of our true repentance. He
spoke to the people who were gathered around after the healing of the lame man
at the Gate Beautiful. After telling them how they had abused and killed the very
Messiah they had been waiting for, he then said, ORepent ye therefore, and be
converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall
come from the presence of the Lordod (Acts 3:19). Peter knew what those times of
refreshing were; he had seen them take place on the Day of Pentecost. But
refreshing cannot come until forgiveness and cleansing takeplace. We must first
...repentl
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Study Questions
Lesson 4: Repentance

1. Write the Focus Verseand reference.

2. What was foremost in the preaching of the apostles?

3. What does a failure to heed Gododos cal

4. True repentance involves what three areas of life?
A.

B.

C.

5.  What does the word repentmean in Matthew 21:29?

6. What two stories illu strate the act of repentance?
A.

B.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

What was Peter actually telling the Jews when hetold them to repent on
the Day of Pentecost?

What does godly sorrow cause people to do?

What two verses show us the connection of this godly repentance?
A.

B.

What three things did the prodigal do when he rose to go home?
A.

What are the three answers given

t

(0]

t

What must we do besides confessing and forsaking all of our sins?

What does godly repentance produce?

h e
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LESSON 5

WATER BAPTISM
IN THE NAME OF JESUS

FOCUS VERSE: oThen Peter said unto them, Repent, anl be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jsus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost 6 (Acts 2:38).

WHAT IS BAPTISM?

Baptism comes from the Greek word baptizo, which means oimmersed,
plunged into, or completely covered. 6 Immersion is the only mode of baptism
the Bible records.

John immersed Jesus:0And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up
straightway out of the water 6 (Matthew 3:16). 0And straightway coming up out
of the water, he saw the heavens opened (Mark 1:10). Philip immersed the
Ethiopian eunuch when he baptized him: 0And when they were come out of the
water, the spirit of the Lord caught away Philip 6 (Acts 8:3839).

Christian water baptism is a ceremony in which those who have repented
of their sins are immersed in water while the name of Jesus is being called over
them. This is a personal step of obedience taken by repented sous.
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WHY SHOULD WE BAPTIZE?

God gave Moses and the children of Israel a plan for the Tabernacle in the
wilderness that included a type of baptismi the washing of the priests in the
brazen laver before they could enter the Holy Place (Exodus 30:1921; Leviticus 8:6).

T

In the New Testament, water baptism is an essential ingredient also.
As our Focus Versesays, baptism is not just for getting wet, but for the
remission of sins, and must be applied with a specific formula.

In the Old Testament, Leviticus 16 tells us that it was very impo rtant
that the priest wore proper attire and washed before he offered the sin
offering and the burnt offering , and before he entered the Holy Place.
He entered the Holy of Holies only once a yearfor the atonement of
the sins of the people. This chapterwas given as special instructions to
the priesthood after Aaron & sons were killed when they did not
carefully follow the instructions of the Lord concerning this sacred
ritual of atonement. God does not approve those who first, do not
know His instruction s and second, do not follow them very carefully.
Hebrews 9:22 tells us: 0And almost all things are by the law purged
with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission. 6 The
remission of sins does not come by the water or baptism, but by the
name of Jesus, who shed His blood for us on Calvary (Hebrews 9:12
15), and by obedience to the instructions and example given to us by
Jesus Himself.

So, when we are obedient to the instructions given by Peter in Acts
2:38, we are committing an act of faith in Jesus Christ and in the power
of His blood to wash us and cleanse us from all our sins.

Baptism is a type of burial as recorded by Paul in Romans 6:45:
oTherefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was
raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk
in newness of life. For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his
death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection6 So Paul, in writing to
the church at Rome, was letting them know that the death they would experience
was not like the one Jesus experienced, but was a death to the sinful nature with
which they were born. And the calling of His name fi Jesu$i the One who shed
His sinless bloodii was what gave them a new life, a cleansing from past sins.
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Baptism is a very strong commandment of God & Word; the Lord Himself
spoke about it on several occasions:

1 He told Nicodemus, a Pharisaic ruler of the Jews, that there were
special instructions for anyone who wanted to enter the kingdom of
Heaven: oVerily, verily, | say unto thee, Except a man be born of water
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God 6 (John 3:5).

1 After His resurrection, Jesus appeared to the Eleven and rebuked them
because they didnd believe those who had reported seeing Him alive
again. Then He gave them this commission: 0Go ye into the all the
world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. And
these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast
out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; they shall take up
serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they
shall lay hands on the sick and they shall recovero (Mark 16:15-18).

1 Just as there were serious consequences in the Old Testament when the
priest did not follow the instructions given by the Lord, the New
Testament also records grave results for those who do not obey the
Lord & instructions regarding baptism:

° OHe that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, but he that
believeth not shall be damnedé (Mark 16:16).
° OBaptism doth also now save uso (I Peter 3:21).

Let us be very careful to obey the instructions of the Lord!

HOW SHOULD WE BAPTIZE?
Follow the Example of the Apostles

Jesus asked His followers a very important question one day: 0OWhom do
men say that | the Son of man am® (Matthew 16:13). They all gave various
responses, and then Peter said0Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God 6
(Matthew 16:16). When Jesus heard this, He was pleased and told Peter that flesh
and blood had not revealed this to him. He went on to give Peter a very
important directive : 0And | say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this
rock | will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And
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| will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven 6 (Matthew 16:18-19).
This was no chance statement, but wasbiblical authority given to one man who
had received a revelation of who Jesusreally was.

Neither was it a chance happening when Peter preached on the Day of
Pentecostand the people asked him, 0What must we do?06 He used his revelation
of who God was to tell them: ORepent, and be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost 6 (Acts 2:38).

But what about the commandment of the Lord in Matthew 28:19 : 0Go ye
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost6?

1 So, what wasHis Father® name? John 5:43 tells usdl am come in my
Father® name, and ye receive me not; if another shall come in his own
name, him ye will receive. 6

1 What was the name that He came in? Matthew 1:21 says 0And she
shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall
save his people from their sins.6 Luke 1:76-79 goes even further to
speak about this child that would be born, and explains what He will
do for us: 0. . .to give knowledge of salvation unto his people by the
remission of their sins.o

What a wonderful name !

What Was the Example of the Apostles?

Peter and the rest of the apostles went on to carry out this command in the
New Testament. They baptized their followers by immersion in the name of Jesus
Christ. Other believers who had not heard this truth before include the following.

1 On the Day of Pentecosfi those that received the word Peter preached
were baptized (Acts 2:41Yi Jewish believers

1 The Samaritans believed the preaching of Philip and were baptized in
the name of Jesus (Acts 8:12, 16) Samaritan believers.

1 Cornelius, the first Gentile, was baptized when he heard the truth
(Acts 10:4748)1 Gentile believers.
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1 Even John the Baptists disciples at Ephesusi when they heard what
God had done for His disciples, they obeyed the word also (Acts 19:1-7)
A Previous believers.

1 Petertaught in Acts 4:12f1 no other name can save us.
1 Paul taught it when he wrote to the church at Colossefi do all things in
the name of the Lord Jesus!
CONCLUSION

There is really no way around it. If we want to obey the Bible, baptism by
immersion in the name of Jesus is the only way. It was the way Peter preache
on the Day of Pentecostand to the Samaritans and Gentiles. Jesus Himself gave
Peter the keys to His kingdom, and Peter used them, right up until his death.
Even in his first epistle to the church in general, supposedly written to believers
scattered throughout the world through persecution, Peter reminded them of the
importance of baptism: 0The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now
save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good
conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Chrisb (I Peter 3:21).

Water baptism saves us in the sense that it is an obedient expression of
our repentance and faith in Christ and of our commitment to come out of the
world. It is our confession and pledge that we belong to Christ and have died
and risen with Him. oBuried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with
him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the
deado (Colossians 2:12).

Water baptism is not a magical act; it is without spiritual value unless it is
accompanied by conscious faith and repentance. Baptism is important only
because God has ordained it to be so. When we submit to water baptism
according to God& plan, God honors our obedient faith and remits our sins. xix

fiWe may never be martyrs but we can die to self, to sin, to the world, to our plans
and ambitions. That is the significance of baptism; we died with Christ and rose to a
new life.® Vance Havner, one of the most-quoted preachers in America™
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Study Questions
Lesson 5: Water Baptism in the Name of Jesus

1. Write the Focus Verseand reference.

2. From what Greek word does baptismcome and what does the Greek word
mean?

3.  What is the only form of baptism that the Bible records?

4. What is the purpose of baptism?

5.  What is baptism a type of according to Romans 6:45?

6. What is the consequence of those who are not baptized according to Mark
16:167
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10.

11.

12.

13.

What was the question that Jesus asked His disciples?

What is the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost?

What people were baptized in Acts 2:417?

What people were baptized in Acts 8:12,167

What people were baptized in Acts 10:47-487?

What did Peter teach in Acts 4:127

In what sense does water baptism save us?
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14. Water baptism is without spiritual value unless it is accompanied by what?

15.  What happens when we submit to water baptsmacc or di ng t o Godds pl
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LESSON 6
THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

FOCUS VERSE: 6And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were
all with one accord in one place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven
as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were s itting.
And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each
of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with
other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utteranced (Acts 2:1-4).

INTRODUCTION

Many today speak of being Spirit-filled and born again But what are they
talking about?

The term born againusually refers to Jesuconversation with Nicodemus,
the Pharisee who, in John 3:56, came to Him at night: 0Jesus answered, Verily,
verily, | say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot
enter into the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that
which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 6 Nicodemus had a difficult time
understanding how someone who was grown could be born again. Jesus
explained that as the wind is real and you can feel and hear it, but you cand tell
where it came from or where it is going i you cand control it i so it is with every
person that is bornagain(John 3:8).

So what do people mean by Spirit -filled?

More than one Old Testament prophet wrote of this phenomenon of God &
Spirit actually living inside of us:






